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CHAPTER 1—BUREAU OF LAND

MANAGEMENT

Sec.

1. Repealed.

2. Duties concerning public lands.

3 to 5. Repealed or Omitted.

6. Duties of employees to certify, record, etc.,
patents.

7 to 10. Repealed or Omitted.

11. Restriction on officers, clerks, and employ-
ees.

12. Seal, books, and records.

13. Original papers on file as evidence.

14. Returns relative to lands.

15. Issuance and signing of patents by Secretary
of the Interior; delegation of authority; no-
tice.

16. Engrossing and recording patents.

17. Plats of land surveyed.

18. Copies of papers filed.

19 to 25b. Repealed.

§ 1. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966,
80 Stat. 632

Section, R.S. §446; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, provided that
there shall be in the Department of the Interior a Di-
rector of the Bureau of Land Management. Provision
for a Bureau of Land Management in the Department of
the Interior and for the structure of such Bureau is
contained in section 403 of the 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3,
which is set out below.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

For transfer of records, property, personnel, and
funds, see sections 1001 to 1003 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of
1946, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 1097, set out
in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT CREATED

Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, provided:

‘“(a) The functions of the General Land Office and of
the Grazing Service in the Department of the Interior
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are hereby consolidated to form a new agency in the
Department of the Interior to be known as the Bureau
of Land Management. The functions of the other agen-
cies named in subsection (d) of this section are hereby
transferred to the Secretary of the Interior.

“(b) There shall be at the head of such Bureau a Di-
rector of the Bureau of Land Management, who shall be
appointed by the Secretary of the Interior under the
classified civil service, who shall receive a salary at the
rate of $10,000 per annum, and who shall perform such
duties as the Secretary of the Interior shall designate.

‘(c) There shall be in the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment an Associate Director of the Bureau of Land Man-
agement and so many Assistant Directors of the Bu-
reau of Land Management as may be necessary, who
shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Interior
under the classified civil service and subject to the
Classification Act of 1923, as amended, and who shall
perform such duties as the Secretary of the Interior
may prescribe.

“(d) The General Land Office, the Grazing Service,
the offices of Commissioner of the General Land Office,
Assistant Commissioner of the General Land Office, Di-
rector of the Grazing Service, all Assistant Directors of
the Grazing Service, all registers of the district land of-
fices, and United States Supervisor of Surveys, to-
gether with the Field Surveying Service now known as
the Cadastral Engineering Service, are hereby abol-
ished.

‘‘(e) The Bureau of Land Management and its func-
tions shall be administered subject to the direction and
control of the Secretary of the Interior, and the func-
tions transferred to the Secretary by subsection (a) of
this section shall be performed by the Secretary or,
subject to his direction and control, by such officers
and agencies of the Department of the Interior as he
may designate.”

§ 2. Duties concerning public lands

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall perform all executive du-
ties appertaining to the surveying and sale of
the public lands of the United States, or in any-
wise respecting such public lands, and, also,
such as relate to private claims of land, and the
issuing of patents for all grants of land under
the authority of the Government.

(R.S. §453; Feb. 18, 1875, ch. 80, §1, 18 Stat. 317;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §453 derived from acts Apr. 25, 1812, ch. 68, §1, 2
Stat. 716; July 4, 1836, ch. 352, §1, 5 Stat. 107; June 6,
1874, ch. 223, 18 Stat. 62; Feb. 18, 1875, ch. 80, §1, 18 Stat.
317.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT DRUG ENFORCEMENT
SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITY

Pub. L. 99-570, title V, subtitle C, as added by Pub. L.
100-690, title VII, §6254(d)(3), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4365,
provided that:

“SEC. 5061. SHORT TITLE.

““This subtitle may be cited as the ‘Bureau of Land
Management Drug Enforcement Supplemental Author-
ity Act’.

“SEC. 5062. BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AU-
THORIZATION.

“In order to improve Federal law enforcement activi-
ties relating to the use and production of narcotics and
controlled substances on Bureau of Land Management
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public lands, from amounts appropriated there are
made available to the Secretary of the Interior, in ad-
dition to sums made available under other authority of
law, $1,500,000 for fiscal year 1989, and for each fiscal
year thereafter, to be used for the employment and
training of additional and existing personnel, for equip-
ment and facilities to be used by such personnel, and
for expenses related to such employment, training,
equipment, and facilities.”

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he
may designate shall perform” substituted for ‘The
Commissioner of the General Land Office shall perform,
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior,”
on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946.
See note set out under section 1 of this title.

§3. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept. 6, 1966,
80 Stat. 632, 636

Section, acts July 11, 1890, ch. 667, §1, 26 Stat. 257;
June 17, 1910, ch. 297, 36 Stat. 512, provided for the office
of an assistant commissioner of the General Land Of-
fice, which was subsequently abolished by Reorg. Plan
No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat.
1100. That Plan provided for a Bureau of L.and Manage-
ment, including an Associate Director and as many As-
sistant Directors as the Secretary of the Interior may
find necessary. See note set out under section 1 of this
title.

§ 3a. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, act June 5, 1942, ch. 336, §1, 56 Stat. 312, pro-
vided for assistant or deputy commissioners of the Gen-
eral Land Office and Bureau of Indian Affairs. Insofar
as it related to the General Land Office it was super-
seded by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, set out as a note under
section 1 of this title. Provisions unaffected by the
Plan relating to the Bureau of Indian Affairs are set
out as section 2a of Title 25, Indians.

§84, 5. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept. 6,
1966, 80 Stat. 632, 641

Section 4, act May 22, 1908, ch. 186, 35 Stat. 225, which
provided for a temporary assistant commissioner of the
General Land Office, was superseded by Reorg. Plan No.
3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat.
1100, set out as a note under section 1 of this title.

Section 5, R.S. §447, provided for a recorder of the
former General Land Office.

§6. Duties of employees to certify, record, etc.,
patents

It shall be the duty of such officers or employ-
ees of the Bureau of Land Management as may
be designated by the Secretary of the Interior,
in pursuance of instructions from the Secretary
of the Interior or such officer as he may des-
ignate, to certify and affix the seal of the office
to all patents for public lands, and to attend to
the correct engrossing, recording, and trans-
mission of such patents. They shall prepare al-
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phabetical indexes of the names of patentees,
and of persons entitled to patents; and shall pre-
pare such copies and exemplifications of matters
on file or recorded in the Bureau of Land Man-
agement as the Secretary or such officer may
from time to time direct.

(R.S. §459; 1940 Reorg. Plan No. III, §4, eff. June
30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2108, 54 Stat. 1232; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

R.S. §459 derived from acts Apr. 25, 1812, ch. 68, §8, 2
Stat. 717; July 4, 1836, ch. 352, §4, 5 Stat. 111.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Bureau of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘‘Gen-
eral Land Office” and references to the Commissioner
were changed to Secretary of the Interior or such offi-
cer as he may designate on authority of section 403 of
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section
1 of this title.

Office of Recorder of General Land Office abolished
and functions of recorder directed to be exercised under
direction and supervision of Secretary of the Interior,
through such officers or employees of General Land Of-
fice as he may designate, on authority of section 4 of
Reorg. Plan No. III of 1940, set out in the Appendix to
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. See
also sections 8 and 9 of Reorg. Plan No. III of 1940 for
provisions relating to transfer of records, property, per-
sonnel, and funds.

§7. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966,
80 Stat. 632, 641

Section, act May 22, 1908, ch. 186, 35 Stat. 225, author-
ized Secretary of the Interior to designate a temporary
recorder for former General Land Office in certain
cases. Reorg. Plan No. III of 1940, §4, eff. June 30, 1940,
5 F.R. 2108, 54 Stat. 1232, set out in the Appendix to
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, abol-
ished office of Recorder of former General Land Office
and provided that his functions should be exercised
under direction and supervision of Secretary of the In-
terior through those officers or employees of former
General Land Office as he might designate.

§ 8. Omitted

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section, act June 29, 1948, ch. 754, 62 Stat. 1114, pro-
vided for one clerk in the Bureau of Land Management
to sign land patents, was from the Department of the
Interior Appropriation Act, 1949, and was not repeated
in subsequent appropriation acts.

A prior section 8, R.S. §450; acts June 19, 1878, ch. 329,
20 Stat. 183; May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 552; Jan. 24,
1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1174; June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat.
391; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1142; May 10, 1926, ch.
277, 44 Stat. 456; Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 937; Mar.
7, 1928, ch. 137, 45 Stat. 202; Mar. 4, 1929, ch. 705, 45 Stat.
1564; May 14, 1930, ch. 273, 46 Stat. 281; Feb. 14, 1931, ch.
187, 46 Stat. 1117; Apr. 22, 1932, ch. 125, 47 Stat. 92; Feb.
17, 1933, ch. 98, 47 Stat. 822; Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 48 Stat.
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364; May 9, 1935, ch. 101, 49 Stat. 180; June 22, 1936, ch.
691, 49 Stat. 1761; Aug. 9, 1937, ch. 570, 50 Stat. 568; May
9, 1938, ch. 187, 52 Stat. 295; May 10, 1939, ch. 119, 53 Stat.
691; June 18, 1940, ch. 395, 54 Stat. 411; June 28, 1941, ch.
259, 55 Stat. 309; July 2, 1942, ch. 473, 56 Stat. 511; July
12, 1943, ch. 219, 57 Stat. 455; June 28, 1944, ch. 298, 58
Stat. 468; July 3, 1945, ch. 262, 59 Stat. 322; July 1, 1946,
ch. 529, 60 Stat. 352; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; July 25, 1947, ch.
337, 61 Stat. 460, was repealed by act June 17, 1948, ch.
496, §2(a), (d), 62 Stat. 476.

§9. Repealed. June 17, 1948, ch. 496, §2(b), 62
Stat. 476

Section, R.S. §451; act June 19, 1878, ch. 329, 20 Stat.
183, provided for an assistant to sign land patents. See
section 15 of this title.

§10. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966,
80 Stat. 632, 645

Section, acts May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 555; Jan.
24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1177, related to depositary act-
ing for commissioner as receiver of public moneys.

§11. Restriction on officers, clerks, and employ-
ees

The officers, clerks, and employees in the Bu-
reau of Land Management are prohibited from
directly or indirectly purchasing or becoming
interested in the purchase of any of the public
land; and any person who violates this section
shall forthwith be removed from his office.

(R.S. §452; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §452 derived from acts Apr. 25, 1812, ch. 68, §10,
2 Stat. 717; July 4, 1836, ch. 352, §14, 5 Stat. 112.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Bureau of Land Management’ substituted for ‘“Gen-
eral Land Office’” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§ 12. Seal, books, and records

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall retain the charge of the
seal adopted for the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment which may continue to be used, and of the
records, books, papers, and other property ap-
pertaining to the Bureau of Land Management.

(R.S. §454; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §454 derived from act Apr. 25, 1812, ch. 68, §§4, 5,
2 Stat. 717.
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Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Bureau of Land Management’ substituted for ‘‘Gen-
eral Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§13. Original papers on file as evidence

Whenever the officer, as the Secretary of the
Interior may designate, of any United States
land office shall be served with a subpoena duces
tecum or other valid legal process requiring him
to produce, in any United States court or in any
court of record of any State, the original appli-
cation for entry of public lands or the final proof
of residence and cultivation or any other origi-
nal papers on file in the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment of the United States on which a patent to
land has been issued or which furnish the basis
for such patent, it shall be the duty of such offi-
cer to at once notify the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, or such officer as he may designate, of the
service of such process, specifying the particular
papers he is required to produce, and upon re-
ceipt of such notice from any such officer of a
United States land office the Secretary or such
officer designated by him shall at once transmit
to the officer of such land office the original pa-
pers specified in such notice, and which such of-
ficer is required to produce, and to attach to
such papers a certificate, under seal of his office,
properly authenticating them as the original pa-
pers upon which patent was issued; and such pa-
pers so authenticated shall be received in evi-
dence in all courts of the United States and in
the several State courts of the States of the
Union: Provided, That the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall make rules and regulations to secure
the return of such documents to the Bureau of
Land Management, after use in evidence, with-
out cost to the United States.

(Apr. 19, 1904, ch. 1398, 33 Stat. 186; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

References to Commissioner of General Land Office
and registers of United States Land Offices changed to
Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may des-
ignate and ‘“‘Bureau of Land Management’ substituted
for ““General Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section
1 of this title.

§ 14. Returns relative to lands

All returns relative to the public lands shall
be made to the Secretary of the Interior or such
officer as he may designate.
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(R.S. §456; July 31, 1894, ch. 174, §7, 28 Stat. 207;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

R.S. §456 derived from act Apr. 25, 1812, ch. 68, §9, 2
Stat. 717.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§15. Issuance and signing of patents by Sec-
retary of the Interior; delegation of author-
ity; notice

All patents for public lands shall be issued and
signed by the Secretary of the Interior in the
name of the United States: Provided, That the
Secretary may delegate his authority under this
section to officers or employees of the Depart-
ment of the Interior, but notice of any such del-
egation shall be given by publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

(June 17, 1948, ch. 496, §1, 62 Stat. 476.)

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 15, R.S. §458; 1940 Reorg. Plan No. III,
§4 eff. June 30, 1940, 5 F.R. 2108, 54 Stat. 1232; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat.
1100, related to issuance of patents, prior to repeal by
section 2(c) of act June 17, 1948.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§16. Engrossing and recording patents

The engrossing and recording of patents for
public lands may be done by means of type-
writers or other machines, under regulations to
be made by the Secretary of the Interior and ap-
proved by the President.

(Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 177, §3, 28 Stat. 807.)
§17. Plats of land surveyed

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall, when required by the
President or either House of Congress, make a
plat of any land surveyed under the authority of
the United States, and give such information re-
specting the public lands and concerning the
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§§19 to 21

business of the Bureau of Land Management as
shall be directed.

(R.S. §455; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §4565 derived from act Apr. 25, 1812, ch. 68, §6, 2
Stat. 717.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

““‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office” and ‘“‘Bureau of Land Management’’
for ‘“his office’” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§ 18. Copies of papers filed

Whenever any person claiming to be interested
in or entitled to land, under any grant or patent
from the United States, applies to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for copies of papers filed
and remaining therein, in anywise affecting the
title to such land, it shall be the duty of the
Secretary of the Interior to cause such copies to
be made out and authenticated, under his hand
and the seal of the Bureau of Land Management,
for the person so applying.

(R.S. §460; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §460 derived from acts Jan. 23, 1823, ch. 6, 3 Stat.
721; July 4, 1836, ch. 352, §7, 5 Stat. 111.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Bureau of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘‘Gen-
eral Land Office” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§§19 to 21. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, §1, 46
Stat. 1029

Section 19, R.S. §2469, related to certified copies of
records of the General Land Office.

Section 20, R.S. §2470, related to exemplification of
the records of the General Land Office as evidence.

Section 21, R.S. §461; acts Apr. 2, 1888, ch. 54, 25 Stat.
76; Oct. 12, 1888, ch. 1098, 25 Stat. 557; May 29, 1908, ch.
220, §15, 35 Stat. 469; June 5, 1920, ch. 235, §1, 41 Stat.
908, related to fees for exemplifications.

For Department of the Interior record provisions and
Government records and papers, see section 1460 et seq.
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of this title, and section 1733 of Title 28, Judiciary and
Judicial Procedure.

§ 22. Repealed. July 30, 1947, ch. 354, §2, 61 Stat.
522

Section, act June 5, 1920, ch. 235, 41 Stat. 908, related
to cost of photolithographic copies of plats. See section
1460 of this title.

§23. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-649, title II, §202(b),
July 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 507

Section, act Feb. 14, 1931, ch. 187, 46 Stat. 1118, pre-
scribed fees for depositions in hearings in Bureau of
Land Management. See section 1371 of this title. Simi-
lar provisions were contained in the following prior ap-
propriation acts:

Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145.

June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 395.

Jan. 24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1179.

May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 558.

Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 75, 38 Stat. 855.

§ 24. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966,
80 Stat. 632, 646, 647

Section, acts May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 4566; Jan 12,
1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 938; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, authorized pay-
ment of mileage for automobile travel.

§§25 to 25b. Repealed. Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562,
§1(25), 65 Stat. 639

Section 25, act May 28, 1926, ch. 415, §1, 44 Stat. 672,
related to transfer of records of United States land of-
fice to any State upon closing of last United States
land office in that State.

Section 2ba, act May 28, 1926, ch. 415, §2, 44 Stat. 673,
related to transfer of field notes and maps of United
States land office to any State upon closing of last
United States land office in that State.

Section 25b, act May 28, 1926, ch. 415, §3, 44 Stat. 673,
related to requirement that State provide by law for
preservation and access of records, field notes, and
maps.

See section 3301 et seq. of Title 44, Public Printing
and Documents.

CHAPTER 2—UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL

SURVEY

Sec.

31. Director of United States Geological Survey.

3la. Findings and purpose.

31b. Definitions.

3lc. Geologic mapping program.

31d. Advisory committee.

3le. Geologic mapping program 5-year plan.

31f. National geologic map database.

3lg. Biennial report.

31h. Authorization of appropriations.

31i. Report on resource research activities.

31j. Biological research activity of Survey; review
and report by National Academy of
Sciences.

31k. National Volcano Early Warning and Moni-
toring System.

311. Earth Mapping Resources Initiative.

32. Acting Director.

33. Repealed.

34. Scientific employees.

35. Repealed.

36. Purchase of books.

36a. Acquisition of scientific or technical books,
maps, etc., for library.

36b. Acquisition of lands or interests therein for
use in gaging streams or underground water
resources.
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Sec.

36¢. Acceptance of contributions from public and
private sources; cooperation with other
agencies in prosecution of projects.

Cooperative agreements.

37. Omitted.

38. Topographic surveys; marking elevations.

39, 40. Omitted.

41. Publications and reports; preparation and
sale.

42. Distribution of maps and atlases, etc.

42a. Use of receipts from sale of maps for map
printing and distribution.

43. Copies to Senators, Representatives, and Del-
egates.

44. Sale of transfers or copies of data.

45. Production and sale of copies of photographs
and records; disposition of receipts.

46 to 48. Omitted or Repealed.

49. Extension of cooperative work to Puerto
Rico.

50. Survey’s share of cost of topographic mapping
or water resources investigations carried on
with States.

50-1 Funds for mappings and investigations con-
sidered intragovernmental funds.

50a. Working capital fund for United States Geo-
logical Survey.

50b. Recording of obligations against accounts re-

ceivable and crediting of amounts received;
work involving cooperation with State,
Territory, etc.
50c. Payment of costs incidental to utilization of
services of volunteers.
Services of students or recent graduates.
USGS energy and minerals research facility.

50d.
50e.

§31. Director of United States Geological Survey

(a) Establishment of office; appointment and du-
ties; examination of geological structure,
mineral resources, and products of national
domain; prohibitions in respect to lands and
surveys

The Director of the United States Geological
Survey, which office is established, under the In-
terior Department, shall be appointed by the
President by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate. This officer shall have the direction
of the United States Geological Survey, and the
classification of the public lands and examina-
tion of the geological structure, mineral re-
sources, and products of the national domain.
The Director and members of the United States
Geological Survey shall have no personal or pri-
vate interests in the lands or mineral wealth of
the region under survey, and shall execute no
surveys or examinations for private parties or
corporations.

(b) Examination of geological structure, mineral
resources, and products outside national do-
main

The authority of the Secretary of the Interior,
exercised through the United States Geological
Survey of the Department of the Interior, to ex-
amine the geological structure, mineral re-
sources, and products of the national domain, is
expanded to authorize such examinations out-
side the national domain where determined by
the Secretary to be in the national interest.

(Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 394; Pub. L. 87-626,
§§1, 2, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 427; Pub. L. 93-608,
§2(6), Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1971; Pub. L. 102-154,
title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 104-66,
title I, §1081(e), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 721.)
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Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Subsec. (a) of this section is from act Mar. 3, 1879.
Subsecs. (b) and (¢) of this section are sections 1 and 2,
respectively, of Pub. L. 87-626.

Provisions of subsec. (a) of this section which limited
the salary of the Director of the Geological Survey to
$6,000 a year were omitted as obsolete. See section 5316
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

AMENDMENTS

1995—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104-66 struck out subsec. (¢)
which read as follows: ‘“The Secretary of the Interior
shall report to the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the President of the Senate on January 31 of
each year on all actions taken pursuant to subsection
(b) of this section during the year ending on the Decem-
ber 31 immediately preceding the reporting date and on
the results of such actions.”

1975—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93-608 substituted require-
ment of an annual report for requirement of a semi-
annual report.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

Pub. L. 102-285, §10(a), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 171, pro-
vided that: ‘“The Geological Survey established by the
Act of March 3, 1879 (43 U.S.C. 31(a)), is designated as
and shall hereafter [on and after May 18, 1992] be known
as the United States Geological Survey.”

“United States Geological Survey’ substituted for
‘“‘Geological Survey” in subsecs. (a) and (b) pursuant to
provision of title I of Pub. L. 102-154, which provided:
“That the Geological Survey (43 U.S.C. 31(a)) shall
hereafter [on and after Nov. 13, 1991] be designated the
United States Geological Survey.”

CONTINENTAL SCIENTIFIC DRILLING AND EXPLORATION

Pub. L. 100-441, Sept. 22, 1988, 102 Stat. 1760, provided:
“That this Act may be cited as the ‘Continental Sci-
entific Drilling and Exploration Act’.

“SEC. 2. PURPOSES.
“The purpose of this Act is to—

‘(1) implement section 323 of the joint resolution
entitled ‘Joint Resolution making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year 1985, and for other pur-
poses’, approved October 12, 1984 (Public Law 98-473;
98 Stat. 1875) [set out below] which supports and en-
courages the development of a national Continental
Scientific Drilling Program;

‘“(2) enhance fundamental understanding of the
composition, structure, dynamics, and evolution of
the continental crust, and how such processes affect
natural phenomena such as earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions, transfer of geothermal energy, distribution
of mineral deposits, the occurrence of fossil fuels, and
the nature and extent of aquifers;

‘“(3) advance basic earth sciences research and tech-
nological development;

‘“(4) obtain critical data regarding the earth’s crust
relating to isolation of hazardous wastes; and

‘() develop a long-range plan for implementation
of the Continental Scientific Drilling Program.

“SEC. 3. FINDINGS.
“‘Congress finds that—

‘(1) because the earth provides energy, minerals,
and water, and is used as a storage medium for mu-
nicipal, chemical, and nuclear waste, an under-
standing of the processes and structures in the
earth’s crust is essential to the well being of the
United States;

‘(2) there is a need for developing long-range plans
for a United States Continental Scientific Drilling
Program; and

‘“(3) the Continental Scientific Drilling Program
would enhance—
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““(A) understanding of the crustal evolution of the
earth and the mountain building processes;

“(B) understanding of the mechanisms of earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions and the development
of improved techniques for prediction;

“(C) understanding of the development and utili-
zation of geothermal and other energy sources and
the formation of and occurrence of mineral depos-
its;

(D) understanding of the migration of fluids in
the earth’s crust for evaluation of waste contami-
nation and the development of more effective tech-
niques for the safe subsurface disposal of hazardous
wastes;

‘“(E) understanding and definition of the size,
source, and more effective use of aquifers and other
water resources; and

“(F) evaluation and verification of surface geo-
physical techniques needed for exploring and moni-
toring the earth’s crust.

“SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF CONTINENTAL SCI-

ENTIFIC DRILLING PROGRAM.

“The Secretary of the Department of Energy, the
Secretary of the Department of the Interior through
the United States Geological Survey, and the Director
of the National Science Foundation shall implement
the policies of section 323 of the joint resolution enti-
tled ‘Joint Resolution making continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year 1985, and for other purposes’,
approved October 12, 1984 (Public Law 98-473; 98 Stat.
1875) [set out below] by—

‘(1) taking such action as necessary to assure an ef-
fective, cooperative effort in furtherance of the Con-
tinental Scientific Drilling Program of the United
States;

‘(2) taking all reasonable administrative and finan-
cial measures to assure that the Interagency Accord
on Continental Scientific Drilling continues to func-
tion effectively in support of such program;

“(8) assuring the continuing effective operation of
the Interagency Coordinating Group to further the
objectives of such program;

‘“(4) taking such action to assure that the Inter-
agency Coordinating Group receives appropriate co-
operation from any Federal agency that can con-
tribute to the objectives of such program, without ad-
versely affecting any program or activity of such
agency;

‘(5) acting through the Interagency Coordinating
Group, preparing and submitting to the Congress,
within one hundred and eighty days after the enact-
ment of this Act [Sept. 22, 1988] a report describing—

““(A) long and short-term policy objectives and
goals of the United States Continental Scientific
Drilling Program;

‘“(B) projected schedules of desirable scientific
and engineering events that would advance United
States objectives in the Continental Scientific
Drilling Program;

“(C) the levels of resources and funding for fiscal
year 1989 that would be required by each partici-
pating Federal agency to carry out events pursuant
to subparagraphs (A) and (B);

‘(D) the scientific, economic, technological, and
social benefits expected to be realized through the
implementation of such program at each level de-
scribed in subparagraph (C);

“(B) a recommended course for interaction with
the international community in a cooperative ef-
fort to achieve the goals and purposes of this Act;

“(F) the extent of participation or interest shown
to date in the Continental Scientific Drilling Pro-
gram by—

‘(i) any other governmental agency;

‘“(ii) any academic institution;

‘‘(iii) any organization in the private sector;
and

‘(iv) any governmental or other entity in the
international community;
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‘(G) a plan to develop beneficial cooperative rela-
tionships among the entities mentioned in subpara-
graph (F), to the extent that the Interagency Co-
ordinating Group deems practicable; and

‘“‘(H) any other information or recommendations
that the Interagency Coordinating Group deems ap-
propriate; and
¢“(6) submitting to the Congress annually, beginning

one year after the submission of a report under para-

graph (5), a report describing the levels of resources
and funding that would be required by each partici-
pating Federal agency for the next fiscal year to
carry out events pursuant to paragraph (5)(A) and

(B).”

[For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual,
semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in
House Document No. 103-7 (in which a report required
under section 4(6) of Pub. L. 100441, set out above, is
listed as the 10th item on page 149), see section 3003 of
Pub. L. 10466, as amended, and section 1(a)(4) [div. A,
§1402(1)] of Pub. L. 106-554, set out as notes under sec-
tion 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance.]

Pub. L. 98-473, title I, §101(c) [title III, §323], Oct. 12,
1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1875, provided that: ‘It is the sense
of the Congress that the Continental Scientific Drilling
Program is an important national scientific endeavor,
benefiting the commerce of the Nation, which should
be vigorously pursued by Government and the private
sector. The Continental Scientific Drilling Program is
an important national scientific endeavor that is vital
to the understanding of the geologic evolution of the
Earth and the economic value of its resources; the most
effective and efficient means of realizing the fullest po-
tential in the Continental Scientific Drilling Program
is through a cooperative effort by the Department of
Energy, the National Science Foundation, and the
United States Geological Survey; many important
commercial and scientific advances may result from
the Continental Scientific Drilling Program; and many
foreign nations are engaged in a comparable deep drill-
ing program, and cooperation and coordination would
be beneficial to United States efforts. It is the sense of
the Congress that—

‘(1) the Continental Scientific Drilling Program is
an important national scientific endeavor by the
United States which should be enthusiastically im-
plemented through a joint cooperative effort among
the United States Department of Energy, the Na-
tional Science Foundation, and the United States Ge-
ological Survey;

“(2) the private sector should be encouraged to sup-
port the Continental Scientific Drilling Program and
the participating agencies should solicit appropriate
private sector participation in such program; and

‘“(3) the United States Government should cooper-
ate to the extent practicable with the international
community in developing this important scientific
and technical activity.”

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS
For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,

eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§31a. Findings and purpose
(a) Findings
The Congress finds and declares that—

(1) although significant progress has been
made in the production of geologic maps since
the establishment of the national cooperative
geologic mapping program in 1992, no modern,
digital, geologic map exists for approximately
75 percent of the United States;
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(2) geologic maps are the primary data base
for virtually all applied and basic earth-
science investigations, including—

(A) exploration for and development of
mineral, energy, and water resources;

(B) screening and characterizing sites for
toxic and nuclear waste disposal;

(C) land use evaluation and planning for
homeland and environmental protection;

(D) earthquake hazards reduction;

(E) identifying volcanic hazards;

(F) design and construction of infrastruc-
ture requirements such as utility lifelines,
transportation corridors, and surface-water
impoundments;

(G) reducing losses from landslides and
other ground failures;

(H) mitigating effects of coastal
stream erosion;

(I) siting of critical facilities;

(J) recreation and public awareness; and

(K) basic earth-science research;

and

(3) Federal agencies, State and local govern-
ments, private industry, and the general pub-
lic depend on the information provided by geo-
logic maps to determine the extent of poten-
tial environmental damage before embarking
on projects that could lead to preventable,
costly environmental problems or litigation;

(4) the combined capabilities of State, Fed-
eral, and academic groups to provide geologic
mapping are not sufficient to meet the present
and future needs of the United States for na-
tional security, environmental protection, and
energy self-sufficiency of the Nation;

(5) States are willing to contribute 50 per-
cent of the funding necessary to complete the
mapping of the geology within the State;

(6) the lack of proper geologic maps has led
to the poor design of such structures as dams
and waste-disposal facilities;

(7) geologic maps have proven indispensable
in the search for needed fossil-fuel and mineral
resources;

(8) geologic map information is required for
the sustainable and balanced development of
natural resources of all types, including en-
ergy, minerals, land, water, and biological re-
sources;

(9) advances in digital technology and geo-
graphical information system science have
made geologic map databases increasingly
available as decision support tools for land
and resource management; and

(10) a comprehensive nationwide program of
geologic mapping of surficial and bedrock de-
posits is required in order to systematically
build the Nation’s geologic-map data base at a
pace that responds to increasing demand.

(b) Purpose

The purpose of sections 31a to 31h of this title
is to expedite the production of a geologic-map
data base for the Nation, to be located within
the United States Geological Survey, which can
be applied to land-use management, assessment,
and utilization, conservation of natural re-
sources, groundwater management, and environ-
mental protection and management.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §2, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 166;
Pub. L. 106-148, §2, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1719;
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Pub. L. 111-11, title XI, §11001(a), (b), Mar. 30,
2009, 123 Stat. 1414.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Sections 3la to 31h of this title, referred to in subsec.
(b), was in the original ‘‘this Act’, meaning Pub. L.
102-285, known as the National Geologic Mapping Act of
1992, which is classified principally to sections 3la to
31h of this title. For complete classification of this Act
to the Code, see Short Title note below and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2009—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(a)(1), added
par. (1) and struck out former par. (1) which read as fol-
lows: ‘“‘during the past 2 decades, the production of geo-
logic maps has been drastically curtailed;”.

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(a)(2)(A), in-
serted ‘‘homeland and’ after ‘‘planning for’’.

Subsec. (a)(2)(E). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(a)(2)(B), sub-
stituted ‘‘identifying”’ for ‘‘predicting’’.

Subsec. (a)(2)(J), (K). Pub. L. 111-11,
§11001(a)(2)(C)—(E), added subpar. (J) and redesignated
former subpar. (J) as (K).

Subsec. (a)(9). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(a)(3), substituted
“‘available” for ‘‘important’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(b), inserted ‘‘and
management’’ before period at end.

1999—Subsec. (a)(8) to (10). Pub. L. 106-148 added pars.
(8) and (9) and redesignated former par. (8) as (10) and
inserted ‘‘of surficial and bedrock deposits’ after ‘‘geo-
logic mapping”’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-148, §1, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1719, provided
that: ‘“This Act [enacting sections 3le, 31g and 31h of
this title, amending sections 3la to 31d and 31f of this
title, and repealing former sections 3le, 31g, and 31h of
this title] may be cited as the ‘National Geologic Map-
ping Reauthorization Act of 1999°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-36, §1, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1107, provided
that: “This Act [amending sections 31b to 31h of this
title and enacting provisions set out as a note under
this section] may be cited as the ‘National Geologic
Mapping Reauthorization Act of 1997°.”

SHORT TITLE

Pub. L. 102-285, §1, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 166, provided
that: ““This Act [enacting this section and sections 31b
to 31h of this title, amending sections 1457, 1457a, and
1782 of this title, sections 450ii-3, 665, 1133, and 3151 of
Title 16, Conservation, section 262k of Title 22, Foreign
Relations and Intercourse, section 1677 of Title 25, Indi-
ans, sections 1, la, 2, 3, 4, 4c, 4d, 5, 6, 7, 8, 411, 412, 804,
812, 871, 878, 1224, 1229, 1232, 1311, 1315, and 1604 of Title
30, Mineral Lands and Mining, and sections 5814 and
6505 of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, enact-
ing provisions set out as notes under section 31 of this
title and section 1 of Title 30, and amending provisions
set out as a note under section 1231 of Title 30] may be
cited as the ‘National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992’.”

FINDINGS

Pub. L. 105-36, §2, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1107, provided
that: ““Congress finds that—

‘(1) in enacting the National Geologic Mapping Act
of 1992 (43 U.S.C. 3la et seq.), Congress found, among
other things, that—

‘“(A) during the 2 decades preceding enactment of
that Act, the production of geologic maps had been
drastically curtailed;

“(B) geologic maps are the primary data base for
virtually all applied and basic earth-science inves-
tigations;
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‘(C) Federal agencies, State and local govern-
ments, private industry, and the general public de-
pend on the information provided by geologic maps
to determine the extent of potential environmental
damage before embarking on projects that could
lead to preventable, costly environmental problems
or litigation;

‘(D) the lack of proper geologic maps has led to
the poor design of such structures as dams and
waste-disposal facilities;

‘“(E) geologic maps have proven indispensable in
the search for needed fossil fuel and mineral re-
sources; and

“(F) a comprehensive nationwide program of geo-
logic mapping is required in order to systemati-
cally build the Nation’s geologic-map data base at
a pace that responds to increasing demand;

‘“(2) the geologic mapping program called for by
that Act has not been fully implemented; and

“(3) it is time for this important program to be
fully implemented.”

§ 31b. Definitions

In sections 31a to 31h of this title:
(1) Advisory committee

The term ‘‘advisory committee’” means the
advisory committee established under section
31d of this title.

(2) Association

The term ‘‘Association’” means the Associa-
tion of American State Geologists.

(3) Director

The term ‘‘Director’” means the Director of
the United States Geological Survey.
(4) Education component

The term ‘“‘education component’ means the
education component of the geologic mapping
program described in section 31c(d)(3) of this
title.

(5) Federal component

The term ‘‘Federal component’” means the
Federal component of the geologic mapping
program described in section 3lc(d)(1) of this
title.

(6) Geologic mapping program

The term ¢‘geologic mapping program’’
means the National Cooperative Geologic
Mapping Program established by section 31c(a)
of this title.

(7) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
of the Interior.

(8) State

The term ‘‘State” includes the District of
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Vir-
gin Islands.
(9) State component

The term ‘‘State component’” means the
State component of the geologic mapping pro-
gram described in section 31c(d)(2) of this title.
(10) Survey

The term ““‘Survey’ means the United States
Geological Survey.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §3, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 167;
Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1107;
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Pub. L. 106-148, §3, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1719;
Pub. L. 116-9, title V, §5002(c), Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 768.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Sections 3la to 31lh of this title, referred to in text,
was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 102-285,
known as the National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992,
which is classified principally to sections 3la to 31h of
this title. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 3la of
this title and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2019—Par. (4). Pub. L. 116-9, §5002(c)(1), substituted
“section 31c(d)(3)” for ‘‘section 31le(d)(3)”.

Par. (5). Pub. L. 116-9, §5002(c)(2), substituted ‘‘section
3lc(d)(1)” for “‘section 3le(d)(1)”.

Par. (9). Pub. L. 116-9, §5002(c)(3), substituted ‘‘section
31c(d)(2)” for “‘section 3le(d)(2)”.

1999—Pars. (4) to (10). Pub. L. 106-148 added pars. (4),
(5), and (9) and redesignated former pars. (4), (5), (6),
and (7) as (6), (7), (8), and (10), respectively.

1997—Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a)(1), substituted ‘‘In sections
3la to 31h of this title:” for ‘“As used in sections 3la to
31h of this title:”’ in introductory provisions.

Par. (1). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a)(b), inserted heading.

Par. (2). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a)(2), (3), added par. (2).
Former par. (2) redesignated (3).

Pars. (3) to (5). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a)(2), (5), redesig-
nated pars. (2) to (4) as (3) to (5), respectively, and in-
serted headings. Par. (b) redesignated (7).

Par. (6). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a)(4), added par. (6).

Par. (7). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(a)(2), (5), redesignated par.
(5) as (7) and inserted heading.

§31c. Geologic mapping program

(a) Establishment
(1) In general

There is established a national cooperative
geologic mapping program between the United
States Geological Survey and the State geo-
logical surveys, acting through the Associa-
tion.

(2) Design, development, and administration

The cooperative geologic mapping program
shall be—
(A) designed and administered to achieve
the objectives set forth in subsection (c);
(B) developed in consultation with the ad-
visory committee; and
(C) administered through the Survey.

(b) Responsibilities of the Survey
(1) Lead agency

The Survey shall be the lead Federal agency
responsible for planning, developing national
priorities and standards for, coordinating, and
managing the geologic mapping program. In
carrying out this paragraph, the Secretary,
acting through the Director, shall—

(A) develop a b-year strategic plan for the
geologic mapping program in accordance
with section 3le of this title, which plan
shall be submitted to the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate not later than 1 year
after March 12, 2019;

(B) appoint, with the advice and consulta-
tion of the Association, the advisory com-
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mittee not later than 1 year after March 12,
2019, in accordance with section 31d of this
title; and

(C) submit biennially a report to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the United States Senate and to the Com-
mittee on Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives identifying—

(i) how the Survey and the Association
are coordinating the development and im-
plementation of the geologic mapping pro-
gram;

(ii) how the Survey and the Association
establish goals, mapping priorities, and
target dates for implementation of the
geologic mapping program; and

(iii) how long-term staffing plans for the
various components of the geologic map-
ping program affect successful implemen-
tation of the geologic mapping program.

(2) Responsibilities of the Secretary

In addition to paragraph (1), the Secretary,
acting through the Director, shall be respon-
sible for developing, as soon as practicable—

(A) in cooperation with the Association,
other Federal and State agencies, public and
private sector organizations and academia,
the geologic-map data base; and

(B) maps and mapping techniques which
achieve the objectives specified in sub-

section (c).

(¢) Program objectives

The objectives of the geologic mapping pro-
gram shall include—

(1) determining the Nation’s geologic frame-
work through systematic development of geo-
logic maps at scales appropriate to the geo-
logic setting and the perceived applications,
such maps to be contributed to the national
geologic map data base;

(2) development of a complementary na-
tional geochronologic and paleontologic data
base that provides value-added descriptive and
interpretative information to the geologic-
map data base;

(3) application of cost-effective mapping
techniques that assemble, produce, translate
and disseminate geologic-map information and
that render such information of greater appli-
cation and benefit to the public; and

(4) development of public awareness of the
role and application of geologic-map informa-
tion to the resolution of national issues of
land use management.

(d) Program components
(1) Federal component
(A) In general

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude a Federal geologic mapping compo-
nent, the objective of which shall be to de-
termine the geologic framework of areas de-
termined to be vital to the economic, social,
environmental, or scientific welfare of the
United States.

(B) Mapping priorities

For the Federal component, mapping pri-
orities—

(i) shall be described in the 5-year plan
under section 3le of this title; and
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(ii) shall be based on—

(I) national requirements for geologic
map information in areas of multiple-
issue need or areas of compelling single-
issue need;

(IT) national requirements for geologic
map information in areas where mapping
is required to solve critical earth science
problems; and

(ITI) the needs of land management
agencies of the Department of the Inte-
rior.

(C) Interdisciplinary studies
(i) In general

The Federal component shall include
interdisciplinary studies that add value to
geologic mapping.

(ii) Representative categories

Interdisciplinary studies under clause (i)
may include—

(I) establishment of a national geologic
map database under section 31f of this
title;

(IT) studies that lead to the implemen-
tation of cost-effective digital methods
for the acquisition, compilation, anal-
ysis, cartographic production, and dis-
semination of geologic map information;

(ITITI) paleontologic, geochrono-logic,
and isotopic investigations that provide
information critical to understanding
the age and history of geologic map
units;

(IV) geophysical investigations that
assist in delineating and mapping the
physical characteristics and 3-dimen-
sional distribution of geologic materials
and geologic structures; and

(V) geochemical investigations and an-
alytical operations that characterize the
composition of geologic map units.

(iii) Use of results

The results of investigations under
clause (ii) shall be contributed to national
databases.

(2) State component

(A) In general

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude a State geologic mapping component,
the objective of which shall be to establish
the geologic framework of areas determined
to be vital to the economic, social, environ-
mental, or scientific welfare of individual
States.

(B) Mapping priorities

For the State component, mapping prior-
ities—

(i) shall be determined by State panels
representing a broad range of users of geo-
logic maps; and

(ii) shall be based on—

(I) State requirements for geologic
map information in areas of multiple-
issue need or areas of compelling single-
issue need; and

(IT) State requirements for geologic
map information in areas where mapping
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is required to solve critical earth science
problems.

(C) Integration of Federal and State prior-
ities

A national panel including representatives
of the Survey shall integrate the State map-
ping priorities under this paragraph with the
Federal mapping priorities under paragraph
(1).
(D) Use of funds

The Survey and recipients of grants under
the State component shall not use more
than 15.25 percent of the Federal funds made
available under the State component for any
fiscal year to pay indirect, servicing, or pro-
gram management charges.

(E) Federal share

The Federal share of the cost of activities
under the State component for any fiscal
year shall not exceed 50 percent.

(3) Education component

(A) In general

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude a geologic mapping education compo-
nent for the training of geologic mappers,
the objectives of which shall be—

(i) to provide for broad education in geo-
logic mapping and field analysis through
support of field studies; and

(ii) to develop academic programs that
teach students of earth science the funda-
mental principles of geologic mapping and
field analysis.

(B) Investigations

The education component may include the
conduct of investigations, which—
(i) shall be integrated with the Federal
component and the State component; and
(ii) shall respond to mapping priorities
identified for the Federal component and
the State component.

(C) Use of funds

The Survey and recipients of grants under
the education component shall not use more
than 15.25 percent of the Federal funds made
available under the education component for
any fiscal year to pay indirect, servicing, or
program management charges.

(D) Federal share
The Federal share of the cost of activities

under the education component for any fis-
cal year shall not exceed 50 percent.

(4) Abandoned mine land and mine waste com-

ponent
(A) In general

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude an abandoned mine land and mine
waste geologic mapping component, the ob-
jective of which shall be to establish the
geologic framework of abandoned mine land
and other land containing mine waste.

(B) Mapping priorities

For the component described in subpara-
graph (A), the priority shall be mapping
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abandoned mine land and other land con-
taining mine waste where multiple critical
mineral (as defined in section 1606(a) of title
30) and metal commodities are anticipated
to be present, rather than single mineral re-
sources.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §4, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 167;
Pub. L. 103-437, §16(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat.
4594; Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat.
1108; Pub. L. 106-148, §4, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat.
1720; Pub. L. 111-11, title XI, §11001(c)-(e), Mar.
30, 2009, 123 Stat. 1414, 1415; Pub. L. 116-9, title V,
§5002(a)(2), Mar. 12, 2019, 133 Stat. 768; Pub. L.
117-58, div. D, title II, §40202(a), Nov. 15, 2021, 135
Stat. 959.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 117-58 added par. (4).

2019—Subsec. (b)(1)(A), (B). Pub. L. 116-9 substituted
“March 12, 2019” for ‘‘March 30, 2009°.

2009—Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(c)(1),
substituted ‘‘not later than 1 year after March 30, 2009;"’
for ‘“‘not later than 1 year after December 9, 1999;".

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(c)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘not later than 1 year after March 30, 2009, in
accordance’ for ‘‘not later than 1 year after December
9, 1999, in accordance’’.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(c)(3), sub-
stituted ‘‘submit biennially” for ‘‘not later than 3
years after December 9, 1999, and biennially thereafter,
submit’’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(d), struck out
‘“‘geophysical-map data base, geochemical-map data
base, and a’ after ‘‘national” and substituted ‘‘pro-
vides’ for ‘“‘provide’’.

Subsec. (d)(1)(B)(i)(IID).
added subcl. (IIT).

1999—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘national priorities and standards for’” for
“priorities’ in first sentence.

Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(B), substituted
‘“‘develop a 5-year strategic plan for the geologic map-
ping program’ for ‘‘develop a geologic mapping pro-
gram implementation plan’ and ‘‘not later than 1 year
after December 9, 1999 for ‘“‘within 300 days after Au-
gust 5, 1997,

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(C), substituted
“not later than 1 year after December 9, 1999, for
“within 90 days after August 5, 1997,”.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(D)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘not later than 3 years after December 9, 1999,
and biennially thereafter’” for ‘“‘within 210 days after
August 5, 1997’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(i). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(D)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘are coordinating’’ for ‘‘will coordinate’.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(ii). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(D)(iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘establish’ for ‘‘will establish’.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(iii). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(1)(D)(iv), sub-
stituted ‘“‘affect’’ for ‘‘will lead to’’.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106-148, §4(2), added subsec. (d)
and struck out former subsec. (d) which set out the
Federal, support, State, and education components of
the geological mapping program.

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(1), added sub-
sec. (a) and struck out heading and text of former sub-
sec. (a). Text read as follows: ‘“There is established in
the United States Geological Survey a National Coop-
erative Geologic Mapping Program. The geologic map-
ping program shall be developed in consultation with
the advisory committee and shall be designed and ad-
ministered to achieve the objectives set forth in sub-
section (c¢) of this section.”

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(A), (D), sub-
stituted ‘‘the Survey’” for “USGS” in heading and re-
aligned text margins.

Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(e),
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Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(B)(1), (ii), in-
serted heading and realigned margins.

Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(B)(iii), sub-
stituted “Committee on Resources’ for ““Committee on
Natural Resources’ and ‘‘August 5, 1997 for ‘“‘May 18,
1992”.

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(B)(iv), sub-
stituted ‘‘Association” for ‘‘State geological surveys”
and ‘‘August b, 1997 for ‘“‘May 18, 1992"°.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(B)(v)(D), (ID),
in introductory provisions, substituted ‘‘August 5, 1997
for “May 18, 1992 and ‘‘Committee on Resources’ for
“Committee on Natural Resources’.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(1). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(B)(V)(III),
inserted ‘‘and the Association’ after ‘‘the Survey’’.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(ii). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(B)(v)(I1I),
(IV), inserted ‘“‘and the Association” after ‘‘the Survey”’
and ‘“‘and’ after semicolon at end.

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(ii), (iv). Pub. L. 105-36,
§3()(2)(B)(v)(V), substituted period for ‘‘; and” at end
of cl. (iii) and struck out cl. (iv) which read as follows:
“‘the degree to which geologic mapping activities tradi-
tionally funded by the Survey, including the use of
commercially available aerial photography, geodesy,
professional land surveying, photogrammetric map-
ping, cartography, photographic processing, and related
services, can be contracted to professional private map-
ping firms.”

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(C)(i), inserted
heading.

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(2)(C)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Association’ for ‘‘State geological surveys’.

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(3)(A), substituted
‘“‘interpretative information’ for ‘‘interpretive infor-
mation”.

Subsec. (¢)(4). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(3)(B), substituted
‘“‘public awareness of’’ for ‘‘public awareness for’’.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(4)(A), inserted
heading.

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(4)(B)(i), inserted
heading.

Subsec. (d)(2)(D). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(4)(B)(ii), added
subpar. (D) and struck out former subpar. (D) which
read as follows: ‘‘geochronologic and isotopic investiga-
tions that (i) provide radiometric age dates for geo-
logic-map units and (ii) fingerprint the
geothermometry, geobarometry, and alteration history
of geologic-map units, which investigations shall be
contributed to a national geochronologic data base;”’.

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(4)(C), inserted
heading.

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(b)(4)(D), added par.
(4) and struck out former par. (4) which read as follows:
‘A geologic mapping education component, whose ob-
jective shall be—

““(A) to develop the academic programs that teach
earth-science students the fundamental principles of
geologic mapping and field analysis; and

‘“(B) to provide for broad education in geologic
mapping and field analysis through support of field
teaching institutes.

Investigations conducted under the geologic mapping
education component shall be integrated with the other
mapping components of the geologic mapping program,
and shall respond to priorities identified for those com-
ponents.”

1994—Subsec. (b)(1)(A), (C). Pub. L. 103-437 substituted
“Natural Resources’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs”
before ‘‘of the House”’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007.

WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS

For provisions relating to rates of wages to be paid to
laborers and mechanics on projects for construction,
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alteration, or repair work funded under div. D or an
amendment by div. D of Pub. L. 117-58, including au-
thority of Secretary of Labor, see section 18851 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare.

§31d. Advisory committee

(a) Establishment
(1) In general

There shall be established a 11-member geo-
logic mapping advisory committee to advise
the Director on planning and implementation
of the geologic mapping program.

(2) Members ex officio

Federal agency members shall include the
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency or a designee, the Secretary of
the Interior or a designee from a land manage-
ment agency of the Department of the Inte-
rior, the Secretary of Energy or a designee,
and the Secretary of Agriculture or a des-
ignee.

(3) Appointed members

In consultation with the Association, the
Secretary shall appoint to the advisory com-
mittee two representatives from the Survey
(including the Associate Director for Core
Science Systems, as Chair), two representa-
tives from the State geological surveys, one
representative from academia, and 2 rep-
resentatives from the private sector.

(b) Duties

The advisory committee shall—

(1) review and update the 5-year plan pre-
pared by the Director pursuant to section 3le
of this title;

(2) review the scientific progress of the geo-
logic mapping program;

(3) provide a scientific overview of geologic
maps (including maps of geologic-based haz-
ards) used or disseminated by Federal agencies
for regulation or land-use planning; and

(4) submit an annual report to the Secretary
that evaluates the progress of the Federal,
State, and university mapping activities and
evaluates the progress made toward fulfilling
the purposes of sections 31c through 31f of this
title.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §5, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 169;
Pub. L. 105-36, §3(c), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1110;
Pub. L. 106-148, §5, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1722;
Pub. L. 111-11, title XI, §11001(f), Mar. 30, 2009,
123 Stat. 1415; Pub. L. 116-9, title V, §5002(b),
Mar. 12, 2019, 133 Stat. 768.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2019—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 116-9 substituted ‘‘Asso-
ciate Director for Core Science Systems’ for ‘‘Asso-
ciate Director for Geology’’.

2009—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(f)(3), sub-
stituted ‘‘11-member”’ for ‘“10-member’’.

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(f)(1)(A), inserted
‘‘the Secretary of the Interior or a designee from a land
management agency of the Department of the Inte-
rior,” after ‘‘Administrator of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency or a designee,”’, inserted ‘‘and’ after
“Energy or a designee,”, and struck out ‘‘, and the As-
sistant to the President for Science and Technology or
a designee’ before period at end.
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Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(f)(1)(B), sub-
stituted “‘In consultation” for ‘‘Not later than 1 year
after December 9, 1999, in consultation”, ‘“Associate Di-
rector for Geology, as Chair” for ‘‘Chief Geologist, as
Chairman’’, and ‘2 representatives from the private
sector’” for ‘‘one representative from the private sec-
tor”.

Subsec. (b)(3), (4). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(f)(2), added
par. (3) and redesignated former par. (3) as (4).

1999—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 106-148, §5(1), substituted
‘1 year after December 9, 1999,” for ‘90 days after Au-
gust 5, 1997,”.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106-148, §5(2)(A), substituted
‘‘update the 5-year plan’ for ‘‘critique the draft imple-
mentation plan”’.

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 106-148, §5(2)(B), substituted
‘‘sections 31c through 31f of this title” for ‘‘sections 3la
to 31h of this title”.

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(c)(1), added sub-
sec. (a) and struck out heading and text of former sub-
sec. (a). Text read as follows: “There shall be estab-
lished a sixteen member geologic mapping advisory
committee to advise the Director on planning and im-
plementation of the geologic mapping program. The
President shall appoint one representative each from
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department
of Energy, the Department of Agriculture, and the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy. Within 90 days
and with the advice and consultation of the State Geo-
logical Surveys, the Secretary shall appoint to the ad-
visory committee 2 representatives from the Survey
(including the Chief Geologist, as Chairman), 4 rep-
resentatives from the State geological surveys, 3 rep-
resentatives from academia, and 3 representatives from
the private sector.”

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 105-36, §3(c)(2), substituted
‘“‘Federal, State, and university mapping activities’ for
‘“Federal and State mapping activities’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year
period beginning on the date of their establishment,
unless, in the case of a committee established by the
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of
a committee established by Congress, its duration is
otherwise provided by law, see section 14 of Pub. L.
92-463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

§ 31e. Geologic mapping program 5-year plan
(a) In general

The Secretary, acting through the Director,
shall, with the advice and review of the advisory
committee, prepare a 5-year plan for the geo-
logic mapping program.

(b) Requirements

The 5-year plan shall identify—

(1) overall priorities for the geologic map-
ping program; and

(2) implementation of the overall manage-
ment structure and operation of the geologic
mapping program, including—

(A) the role of the Survey in the capacity
of overall management lead, including the
responsibility for developing the national
geologic mapping program that meets Fed-
eral needs while fostering State needs;

(B) the responsibilities of the State geo-
logical surveys, with emphasis on mecha-
nisms that incorporate the needs, missions,
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capabilities, and requirements of the State
geological surveys, into the nationwide geo-
logic mapping program;

(C) mechanisms for identifying short- and
long-term priorities for each component of
the geologic mapping program, including—

(i) for the Federal component, a priority-
setting mechanism that responds to—

(I) Federal mission requirements for
geologic map information;

(IT) critical scientific problems that re-
quire geologic maps for their resolution;
and

(I1T) shared Federal and State needs for
geologic maps, in which joint Federal-
State geologic mapping projects are in
the national interest;

(ii) for the State component, a priority-
setting mechanism that responds to—
(I) specific intrastate needs for geo-
logic map information; and
(IT) interstate needs shared by adjacent
States that have common requirements;
and

(iii) for the education component, a pri-
ority-setting mechanism that responds to
requirements for geologic map information
that are dictated by Federal and State
mission requirements;

(D) a mechanism for adopting scientific
and technical mapping standards for pre-
paring and publishing general- and special-
purpose geologic maps to—

(i) ensure uniformity of cartographic and
scientific conventions; and

(ii) provide a basis for assessing the com-
parability and quality of map products;
and

(E) a mechanism for monitoring the inven-
tory of published and current mapping inves-
tigations nationwide to facilitate planning
and information exchange and to avoid re-
dundancy.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §6, as added Pub. L. 106-148, §6,
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1722.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS
A prior section 3le, Pub. L. 102-285, §6, May 18, 1992,
106 Stat. 170; Pub. L. 105-36, §3(d), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat.
1110, provided for the preparation of a geologic mapping

program implementation plan, prior to repeal by Pub.
L. 106-148, §6, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1722.

§ 31f. National geologic map database

(a) Establishment
(1) In general

The Survey shall establish a national geo-
logic-map database.
(2) Function

The database shall serve as a national cata-
log and archive, distributed through links to
Federal and State geologic map holdings, that
includes—

(A) all maps developed with funding pro-
vided by the National Cooperative Geologic
Mapping Program, including under the Fed-
eral, State, and education components;
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(B) the databases developed in connection
with investigations under subclauses (III),
(IV), and (V) of section 31c(d)(1)(C)(ii) of this
title; and

(C) other maps and data that the Survey
and the Association consider appropriate.

(b) Standardization
(1) In general

Geologic maps contributed to the national
archives shall have format, symbols, and tech-
nical attributes that adhere to standards so
that archival information can be accessed, ex-
changed, and compared efficiently and accu-
rately, as required by Executive Order 12906 (59
Fed. Reg. 17,671 (1994)), which established the
National Spatial Data Infrastructure.

(2) Development of standards

Entities that contribute geologic maps to
the national archives shall develop the stand-
ards described in paragraph (1) in cooperation
with the Federal Geographic Data Committee,
which is charged with standards development
and other data coordination activities as de-
scribed in Office of Management and Budget
revised Circular A-16.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §7, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 171;
Pub. L. 105-36, §3(e), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1110;
Pub. L. 106-148, §7, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1723;
Pub. L. 111-11, title XI, §11001(g), Mar. 30, 2009,
123 Stat. 1415.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Executive Order 12906, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is
set out as a note under section 1457 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2009—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(g)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘geologic-map’ for ‘‘geologic map’’.

Subsec. (a)(2)(A). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(g)(2), added
subpar. (A) and struck out former subpar. (A) which
read as follows: ‘‘all maps developed under the Federal
component and the education component;’’.

1999—Pub. L. 106-148 substituted ‘‘geologic map data-
base” for ‘‘geologic-map data base’ in section catch-
line, added subsec. (a), and struck out heading and text
of former subsec. (a). Text read as follows: ‘“The Survey
shall establish a national geologic-map data base. Such
data base shall be a national archive that includes all
maps developed pursuant to sections 3la to 31h of this
title, the data bases developed pursuant to the inves-
tigations under sections 31c(d)(2)(C), (D), (E), and (F) of
this title, and other maps and data as the Survey
deems appropriate.”’

1997—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105-36 added subsec. (b) and
struck out heading and text of former subsec. (b). Text
read as follows: ‘“‘Geologic maps contributed to the na-
tional archives should have standardized format, sym-
bols, and technical attributes so that archival informa-
tion can be assimilated, manipulated, accessed, ex-
changed, and compared efficiently and accurately.”

§31g. Biennial report

Not later than 3 years after March 30, 2009, and
biennially thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Resources of the House
of Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate a re-
port that—

(1) describes the status of the national geo-
logic mapping program;
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(2) describes and evaluates the progress
achieved during the preceding 2 years in devel-
oping the national geologic map database; and

(3) includes any recommendations that the
Secretary may have for legislative or other ac-
tion to achieve the purposes of sections 3lc
through 31f of this title.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §8, as added Pub. L. 106-148, §8,
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1724; amended Pub. L.
111-11, title XI, §11001(h), Mar. 30, 2009, 123 Stat.
1415.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 31g, Pub. L. 102-285, §8, May 18, 1992,
106 Stat. 171; Pub. L. 103437, §16(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108
Stat. 4594; Pub. L. 105-36, §3(f), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat.
1111; Pub. L. 105-362, title IX, §902(b), Nov. 10, 1998, 112
Stat. 3291, directed the Secretary to submit a biennial
report to Congress describing the status of the nation-
wide geologic mapping program and evaluating the
progress achieved during the preceding fiscal year in
developing the national geologic-map data base, prior
to repeal by Pub. L. 106-148, §8, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat.
1724.

AMENDMENTS
2009—Pub. L. 111-11 substituted ‘‘Not later than 3

years after March 30, 2009, and biennially”’ for ‘‘Not
later 3 years after December 9, 1999, and biennially’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME
Committee on Resources of House of Representatives
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House

of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007.

§ 31h. Authorization of appropriations
(a) In general

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out sections 3la to 3lh of this title
$64,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 through
2031.

(b) Allocation of appropriations

Of any amounts appropriated for any fiscal
year in excess of the amount appropriated for
fiscal year 2005—

(1) 50 percent shall be available for the State
component; and

(2) 4 percent shall be available for the edu-
cation component.

(Pub. L. 102-285, §9, as added Pub. L. 106-148, §9,
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1724; amended Pub. L.
111-11, title XI, §11001(i), Mar. 30, 2009, 123 Stat.
1416; Pub. L. 116-9, title V, §5002(a)(1), Mar. 12,
2019, 133 Stat. 768; Pub. L. 117-58, div. D, title II,
§40202(b), Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 959.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Sections 3la to 31h of this title, referred to in subsec.
(a), was in the original ‘‘this Act’”, meaning Pub. L.
102-285, known as the National Geologic Mapping Act of
1992, which is classified principally to sections 3la to
31h of this title. For complete classification of this Act
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section
3la of this title and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 31h, Pub. L. 102-285, §9, May 18, 1992,
106 Stat. 171; Pub. L. 105-36, §3(g), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat.
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1111, authorized appropriations for the national cooper-
ative geologic mapping program, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 106-148, §9, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1724.

AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 117-58 substituted ‘2031’ for
€2023.

2019—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 116-9 substituted ‘2023 for
€2018”.

2009—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(i)(1), added
subsec. (a) and struck out former subsec. (a) which ap-
propriated funds to carry out sections 3la to 31h of this
title for fiscal years 1999 to 2005.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(i)(2)(A), substituted
€¢2005”” for ‘2000’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(G)(2)(B),
stituted 50"’ for ‘‘48”’.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111-11, §11001(i)(2)(C), which di-
rected amendment of par. (2) ‘“‘by striking 2 and insert-
ing ‘4’”’, was executed by substituting “4” for ‘2, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress.

sub-

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS
For provisions relating to rates of wages to be paid to
laborers and mechanics on projects for construction,
alteration, or repair work funded under div. D or an
amendment by div. D of Pub. L. 117-58, including au-
thority of Secretary of Labor, see section 18851 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare.

§ 31i. Report on resource research activities

Once every five years the National Academy of
Sciences shall review and report on the resource
research activities of the Survey.

(Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101(c) [title I], Apr. 26,
1996, 110 Stat. 1321-156, 1321-165; renumbered title
I, Pub. L. 104-140, §1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat.
1327.)

§31j. Biological research activity of Survey; re-
view and report by National Academy of
Sciences

Beginning in fiscal year 1998 and once every
five years thereafter, the National Academy of
Sciences shall review and report on the biologi-
cal research activity of the Survey.

(Pub. L. 104208, div. A, title I, §101(d) [title I,
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-181, 3009-189.)
§ 31k. National Volcano Early Warning and Moni-
toring System
(a) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary,
acting through the Director of the United
States Geological Survey.

(2) System

The term ‘“‘System’ means the National Vol-
cano Early Warning and Monitoring System
established under subsection (b)(1)(A).

(b) National Volcano Early Warning and Moni-
toring System
(1) Establishment
(A) In general

The Secretary shall establish within the
United States Geological Survey a system,
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to be known as the ‘‘National Volcano Early
Warning and Monitoring System’’, to mon-
itor, warn, and protect citizens of the United
States from undue and avoidable harm from
volcanic activity.

(B) Purposes

The purposes of the System are—

(i) to organize, modernize, standardize,
and stabilize the monitoring systems of
the volcano observatories in the United
States, which includes the Alaska Volcano
Observatory, California Volcano Observ-
atory, Cascades Volcano Observatory, Ha-
waiian Volcano Observatory, and Yellow-
stone Volcano Observatory; and

(ii) to unify the monitoring systems of
volcano observatories in the United States
into a single interoperative system.

(C) Objective

The objective of the System is to monitor
all the volcanoes in the United States at a
level commensurate with the threat posed
by the volcanoes by—

(i) upgrading existing networks on mon-
itored volcanoes;
(ii) installing new
unmonitored volcanoes; and
(iii) employing geodetic and other com-
ponents when applicable.
(2) System components

(A) In general

The System shall include—

(i) a national volcano watch office that
is operational 24 hours a day and 7 days a
week;

(ii) a national volcano data center; and

(iii) an external grants program to sup-
port research in volcano monitoring
science and technology.

(B) Modernization activities

networks on

Modernization activities under the System
shall include the comprehensive application
of emerging technologies, including digital
broadband seismometers, real-time contin-
uous Global Positioning System receivers,
satellite and airborne radar interferometry,
acoustic pressure sensors, and spectrometry
to measure gas emissions.

(3) Management
(A) Management plan
(i) In general

Not later than 180 days after March 12,
2019, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
gress a b-year management plan for estab-
lishing and operating the System.

(ii) Inclusions

The management plan submitted under
clause (i) shall include—

(I) annual cost estimates for mod-
ernization activities and operation of the
System;

(IT) annual milestones, standards, and
performance goals; and

(I11) recommendations for, and
progress towards, establishing new, or
enhancing existing, partnerships to le-
verage resources.
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(B) Advisory committee

The Secretary shall establish an advisory
committee to assist the Secretary in imple-
menting the System, to be comprised of rep-
resentatives of relevant agencies and mem-
bers of the scientific community, to be ap-
pointed by the Secretary.

(C) Partnerships

The Secretary may enter into cooperative
agreements with institutions of higher edu-
cation and State agencies designating the
institutions of higher education and State
agencies as volcano observatory partners for
the System.

(D) Coordination

The Secretary shall coordinate the activi-
ties under this section with the heads of rel-
evant Federal agencies, including—

(i) the Secretary of Transportation;

(ii) the Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration;

(iii) the Administrator of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration;
and

(iv) the Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency.

(4) Annual report

Annually, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report that describes the activities
carried out under this section.

(c) Funding
(1) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $55,000,000 for the period
of fiscal years 2019 through 2023.

(2) Effect on other sources of Federal funding

Amounts made available under this sub-
section shall supplement, and not supplant,
Federal funds made available for other United
States Geological Survey hazards activities
and programs.

(Pub. L. 116-9, title V, §5001, Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 766.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY”’

Secretary means the Secretary of the Interior, see
section 2 of Pub. L. 116-9, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1 of this title.

§ 311. Earth Mapping Resources Initiative
(a) Definition of critical mineral

In this section, the term ‘‘critical mineral”
has the meaning given the term in section
1606(a) of title 30.
(b) Establishment

There is established within the United States
Geological Survey an initiative, to be known as
the ‘“Earth Mapping Resources Initiative” (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘“‘Initiative’’).

(c) Purpose

The purpose of the Initiative shall be to accel-
erate efforts to carry out the fundamental re-
sources and mapping mission of the United
States Geological Survey by—
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(1) providing integrated topographic, geo-
logic, geochemical, and geophysical mapping;

(2) accelerating the integration and consoli-
dation of geospatial and resource data; and

(3) providing interpretation of subsurface
and above-ground mineral resources data.

(d) Cooperative agreements
(1) In general

In carrying out the Initiative, the Director
of the United States Geological Survey may
enter into cooperative agreements with State
geological surveys.

(2) Effect

Nothing in paragraph (1) precludes the Di-
rector of the United States Geological Survey
from using existing contracting authorities in
carrying out the Initiative.

(e) Comprehensive mapping modernization
(1) In general

Not later than 10 years after November 15,
2021, the Initiative shall complete an initial
comprehensive national modern surface and
subsurface mapping and data integration ef-
fort.

(2) Approach

In carrying out paragraph (1) with regard to
minerals, mineralization, and mineral depos-
its, the Initiative shall focus on the full range
of minerals, using a whole ore body approach
rather than a single commodity approach, to
emphasize all of the recoverable critical min-
erals in a given surface or subsurface deposit.

(3) Priority

In carrying out paragraph (1) with regard to
minerals, mineralization, and mineral depos-
its, the Initiative shall prioritize mapping and
assessing critical minerals.

(4) Inclusions

In carrying out paragraph (1), the Initiative
shall also—

(A) map and collect data for areas con-
taining mine waste to increase under-
standing of above-ground critical mineral re-
sources in previously disturbed areas; and

(B) provide for analysis of samples, includ-
ing samples within the National Geological
and Geophysical Data Preservation Program
established under section 15908(b) of title 42
for the occurrence of critical minerals.

(f) Availability

The Initiative shall make the geospatial data
and metadata gathered by the Initiative under
subsection (e)(1) electronically publicly acces-
sible on an ongoing basis.

(g) Integration of data sources

The Initiative shall integrate data sources, in-
cluding data from—

(1) the National Cooperative Geologic Map-
ping Program established by section 3lc(a)(l)
of this title;

(2) the National Geological and Geophysical
Data Preservation Program established under
section 15908(b) of title 42;

(3) the USMIN Mineral Deposit Database of
the United States Geological Survey;
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(4) the 3D Elevation Program established
under section 3104(a) of this title; and
(5) other relevant sources, including sources
providing geothermal resources data.
(h) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary to carry out this section $320,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2022 through 2026,
to remain available until expended.

(Pub. L. 117-58, div. D, title II, §40201, Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 958.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS
For provisions relating to rates of wages to be paid to
laborers and mechanics on projects for construction,
alteration, or repair work funded under div. D or an
amendment by div. D of Pub. L. 117-58, including au-

thority of Secretary of Labor, see section 18851 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare.

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY”’

For definition of Secretary as used in this section,
see section 18701 of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-
fare.

§ 32. Acting Director

The Secretary of the Interior may authorize
one of the geologists to act as Director of the
United States Geological Survey in the absence
of that officer.

(July 31, 1894, ch. 174, §1, 28 Stat. 197; Pub. L.
102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME
‘“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘‘Geological Survey” pursuant to provision of

title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§33. Repealed. Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, §53, 70A
Stat. 641

Section, act June 16, 1880, ch. 235, 21 Stat. 274, author-
ized Secretary of War to detail officers of Ordnance
Corps to serve with Geological Survey.

§ 34. Scientific employees

The scientific employees of the United States
Geological Survey shall be selected by the Di-
rector, subject to the approval of the Secretary
of the Interior exclusively for their qualifica-
tions as professional experts.

(July 7, 1884, ch. 332, 23 Stat. 212; Pub. L. 102-154,
title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
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title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§35. Repealed. Pub. L. 87-304, §9(a)(2), Sept. 26,
1961, 75 Stat. 664

Section, act June 30, 1906, ch. 3914, §1, 34 Stat. 727, au-
thorized scientific and other employees of the United
States Geological Survey employed in the field to
make assignments of pay, and that they be reimbursed
for expenses incurred in the discharge of duty in the
field and paid from personal funds. See section 5525 of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

§ 36. Purchase of books

The purchase of professional and scientific
books and periodicals needed for statistical pur-
poses by the scientific divisions of the United
States Geological Survey is authorized to be
made and paid for out of appropriations made
for the said Survey.

(June 28, 1902, ch. 1301, §1, 32 Stat. 455.)

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§36a. Acquisition of scientific or technical books,
maps, etc., for library

The Director of the United States Geological
Survey, under the general supervision of the
Secretary of the Interior, is authorized to ac-
quire for the United States, by gift or devise,
scientific or technical books, manuscripts,
maps, and related materials, and to deposit the
same in the library of the United States Geo-
logical Survey for reference and use as author-
ized by law.

(May 14, 1940, ch. 190, 54 Stat. 212; Pub. L.
102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’” substituted in
text for ‘“‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.
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§36b. Acquisition of lands or interests therein
for use in gaging streams or underground
water resources

The Secretary of the Interior may, on behalf
of the United States and for use by the United
States Geological Survey in gaging streams and
underground water resources, acquire lands by
donation or when funds have been appropriated
by Congress by purchase or condemnation, but
not in excess of ten acres for any one stream
gaging station or observation well site. For the
same purpose the Secretary of the Interior may
obtain easements, licenses, rights-of-way, and
leases limited to run for such a period of time or
term of years as may be required for the effec-
tive performance of the function of gaging
streams and underground water resources: Pro-
vided, That nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as affecting or intended to affect or in
any way to interfere with the laws of any State
or Territory relating to the control, appropria-
tion, use, or distribution of water used in irriga-
tion, or any vested right acquired thereunder,
and the Secretary of the Interior, in carrying
out the provisions of this section, shall proceed
in conformity with such laws, and nothing in
this section shall in any way affect any right of
any State or of the Federal Government or of
any landowner, appropriator, or user of water,
in, to, or from any interstate stream or the wa-
ters thereof.

(Dec. 24, 1942, ch. 822, 56 Stat. 1086; Pub. L.
86-406, Apr. 4, 1960, 74 Stat. 14; Pub. L. 102-154,
title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1960—Pub. L. 86-406 authorized Secretary of the Inte-
rior to acquire lands and interests in lands for observa-
tion well sites to gage underground water resources.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

§36¢c. Acceptance of contributions from public
and private sources; cooperation with other
agencies in prosecution of projects

In fiscal year 1987 and thereafter the United
States Geological Survey is authorized to accept
lands, buildings, equipment, and other contribu-
tions from public and private sources and to
prosecute projects in cooperation with other
agencies, Federal, State, or private.

(Pub. L. 99-500, §101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100
Stat. 1783-242, 1783-252, and Pub. L. 99-591,
§101(h) [title I], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-242,
3341-252; Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105
Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION
Pub. L. 99-591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99-500.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

§36d. Cooperative agreements

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (31
U.S.C. 6301-6308), the United States Geological
Survey is authorized to continue existing, and
on and after November 10, 2003, to enter into new
cooperative agreements directed towards a par-
ticular cooperator, in support of joint research
and data collection activities with Federal,
State, and academic partners funded by appro-
priations herein, including those that provide
for space in cooperator facilities.

(Pub. L. 108-108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat.
1254.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of
1977, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 95-224, Feb. 3, 1978,
92 Stat. 3, which was classified generally to chapter 8
(§501 et seq.) of former Title 41, Public Contracts, and
was repealed and reenacted as chapter 63 (§6301 et seq.)
of Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97-258, §§1,
5(b), Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877, 1068.

Appropriations herein, referred to in text, probably
means appropriations under the headings ‘‘UNITED
STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY”, ‘‘SURVEYS, INVESTIGA-
TIONS, AND RESEARCH” and ‘‘ADMINISTRATIVE PROVI-
SIONS”’, of the annual Department of the Interior and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SIMILAR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following appropriation act:
Pub. L. 108-7, div. F, title I, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 228.

§37. Omitted

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section, act June 12, 1917, ch. 27, 40 Stat. 144, related
to purchases or services for the Geological Survey, was
omitted as superseded.

§ 38. Topographic surveys; marking elevations

In making topographic surveys west of the
ninety-fifth meridian elevations above a base
level located in each area under survey shall be
determined and marked on the ground by iron or
stone posts or permanent bench marks, at least
two such posts or bench marks to be established
in each township, or equivalent area, except in
the forest-clad and mountain areas, where at
least one shall be established, and these shall be
placed, whenever practicable, near the township
corners of the public-land surveys; and in the
areas east of the ninety-fifth meridian at least
one such post or bench mark shall be similarly
established in each area equivalent to the area
of a township of the public land surveys.

(June 11, 1896, ch. 420, 29 Stat. 435.)

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS

§41

§§ 39, 40. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section 39, act Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 360, §1, 43 Stat. 1011,
authorized the President to complete a general utility
topographical survey of the territory of the United
States within a period of twenty years from Feb. 27,
1925.

Section 40, act Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 360, §2, 43 Stat. 1011,
related to cooperative agreements with States to expe-
dite completion of topographical survey.

§41. Publications and reports; preparation and
sale

Except as otherwise provided in section 1318 of
title 44, the publications of the United States
Geological Survey shall consist of geological
and economic maps, illustrating the resources
and classification of the lands, and reports upon
general and economic geology and paleontology.
All special memoirs and reports of said survey
shall be issued in wuniform quarto series if
deemed necessary by the director, but otherwise
in ordinary octavos. Three thousand copies of
each shall be published for scientific exchanges
and for sale at the price of publication, and all
literary and cartographic materials received in
exchange shall be the property of the United
States and form a part of the library of the orga-
nization; and the money resulting from the sale
of such publications shall be covered into the
Treasury of the United States, under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior.

(Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 394; Aug. 7, 1946, ch.
770, §1(10), 60 Stat. 867; Pub. L. 102-154, title I,
Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

“‘Section 1318 of title 44’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 260 of title 44 on authority of Pub. L. 90-620, § 2(b),
Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1238, the first section of which en-
acted Title 44, Public Printing and Documents.

The words ‘‘Except as otherwise provided in section
260 of title 44 were originally inserted in text to avoid
conflict with the provisions of such section 260 of title
44, as set out prior to the general revision of title 44 by
Pub. L. 90-620, derived from Joint Res. May 16, 1902, No.
22.

AMENDMENTS

1946—Act Aug. 7, 1946, repealed all provisions requir-
ing preparation, and transmission by Secretary of the
Interior, of an annual report of operations.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
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eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§42. Distribution of maps and atlases, etc.

The Director of the United States Geological
Survey is authorized and directed, on the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, to dis-
pose of the topographic and geologic maps and
atlases of the United States, made and published
by the United States Geological Survey, at such
prices and under such regulations as may from
time to time be fixed by him and approved by
the Secretary of the Interior; and a number of
copies of each map or atlas, not exceeding five
hundred, shall be distributed gratuitously
among foreign governments and departments of
our own Government to literary and scientific
associations, and to such educational institu-
tions or libraries as may be designated by the
Director of the Survey and approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. On and after June 7, 1924,
the distribution of geological publications to li-
braries designated as special depositaries of such
publications shall be discontinued.

(Feb. 18, 1897, No. 13, §1, 29 Stat. 701; June 7, 1924,
ch. 303, 43 Stat. 592; Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov.
13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

The first sentence is from Joint Res. Feb. 18, 1897; the
second sentence is from act June 7, 1924.

Joint Res. Feb. 18, 1897 superseded a provision con-
tained in act June 11, 1896, ch. 420, 29 Stat. 436, author-
izing the sale of topographical maps with text at cost
and ten per centum added.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

‘““United States Geological Survey’” substituted in
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§42a. Use of receipts from sale of maps for map
printing and distribution

In fiscal year 1984 and thereafter, all receipts
from the sale of maps sold or stored by the
United States Geological Survey shall be avail-
able for map printing and distribution to supple-
ment funds otherwise available, to remain avail-
able until expended.

(Pub. L. 98-146, title I, Nov. 4, 1983, 97 Stat. 926;
Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat.
1000.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’” substituted in
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
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title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

§43. Copies to Senators, Representatives, and
Delegates

One copy of each map and atlas shall be sent
to each Senator and each Representative and
Delegate in Congress, if published within his
term; and a second copy shall be placed at the
disposal of each such Senator, Representative
and Delegate

(Feb. 18, 1897, No. 13, §2, 29 Stat. 701.)

§ 44. Sale of transfers or copies of data

The Director of the United States Geological
Survey shall, if the regular map work of the
Survey is in no wise interfered with thereby,
furnish to any person, concern, institution,
State or foreign government, that shall pay in
advance the whole cost thereof with 10 per cen-
tum added, transfers or copies of any car-
tographic or other engraved or lithographic data
in the division of engraving and printing of the
Survey, and the moneys received by the Direc-
tor for such transfers or copies shall be depos-
ited in the Treasury.

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3914, 34 Stat. 727; Pub. L.
102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§45. Production and sale of copies of photo-
graphs and records; disposition of receipts

The Director of the United States Geological
Survey on and after March 4, 1909 may produce
and sell on a reimbursable basis to interested
persons, concerns, and institutions, copies of
aerial or other photographs and mosaics that
have been obtained in connection with the au-
thorized work of the United States Geological
Survey and photographic or photostatic repro-
ductions of records in the official custody of the
Director at such prices (not less than the esti-
mated cost of furnishing such copies or repro-
ductions) as the Director, with the approval of
the Secretary of the Interior, may determine,
the money received from such sales to be depos-
ited in the Treasury to the credit of the appro-
priation then current and chargeable for the
cost of furnishing copies or reproductions as
herein authorized.

(Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 299, 35 Stat. 989; July 21, 1947,
ch. 273, 61 Stat. 398.)
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Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1947—Act July 21, 1947, authorized production and
sale of aerial or other photographs and reproductions of
records on a reimbursement of appropriations basis.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§46. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, act Oct. 12, 1949, ch. 680, title I, 63 Stat. 785,
related to exchange of old freight carrying vehicles as
part payment for new, was from the Interior Depart-
ment Appropriation Act, 1950, and was not repeated in
subsequent appropriation acts. Similar provisions were
contained in the following prior appropriation acts:

June 29, 1948, ch. 754, 62 Stat. 1133.

July 25, 1947, ch. 337, 61 Stat. 477.

July 1, 1946, ch. 529, 60 Stat. 369.

July 3, 1945, ch. 262, 59 Stat. 343.

June 28, 1944, ch. 298, 58 Stat. 491.

July 12, 1943, ch. 219, 57 Stat. 477.

July 2, 1942, ch. 473, 56 Stat. 537.

June 28, 1941, ch. 259, 55 Stat. 339.

June 18, 1940, ch. 395, 54 Stat. 439.

May 10, 1939, ch. 119, 53 Stat. 719.

May 9, 1938, ch. 187, 52 Stat. 325.

Aug. 9, 1937, ch. 570, 50 Stat. 598.

June 22, 1936, ch. 691, 49 Stat. 1785.

May 9, 1935, ch. 101, 49 Stat. 200.

Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 48 Stat. 382.

Feb. 17, 1933, ch. 98, 47 Stat. 846.

Apr. 22, 1932, ch. 125, 47 Stat. 118.

Feb. 14, 1931, ch. 187, 46 Stat. 1147.

May 14, 1930, ch. 273, 46 Stat. 310.

Mar. 4, 1929, ch. 705, 45 Stat. 1594.

Mar. 7, 1928, ch. 137, 45 Stat. 231.

Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 961.

May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 486.

Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1172.

June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 419.

Jan. 24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1208.

May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 586.

§47. Repealed. Aug. 7, 1946, ch. 770, §1(11), 60
Stat. 867

Section, act May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 487, re-
quired annual statements and reports of expenditures
for the benefit of Indians relating to the operation of
oil and gas leases, and the mining of other minerals, on
Indian lands.

§48. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, act Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 963, required
amounts received by the Geological Survey from any
State, Territory or political subdivision thereof in car-
rying on work involving cooperation to be used in reim-
bursing the appropriation from which the expense of
such work was paid, was from the act making appro-
priations for the Department of the Interior for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1928 and for other purposes,
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and was not repeated in subsequent appropriation acts.
Similar provisions were contained in the following act:
May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 487.

§49. Extension of cooperative work to Puerto
Rico

The provisions of law authorizing the making
of topographic and geological surveys and con-
ducting investigations relating to mineral and
water resources by the United States Geological
Survey in various portions of the United States
be, and the same are, extended to authorize such
surveys and investigations in Puerto Rico.

(June 17, 1935, ch. 268, 49 Stat. 386.)

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§50. Survey’s share of cost of topographic map-
ping or water resources investigations car-
ried on with States

The share of the United States Geological Sur-
vey in any topographic mapping or water re-
sources data collection and investigations car-
ried on in cooperation with any State or munici-
pality shall not exceed 50 per centum of the cost
thereof.

(Pub. L. 116-260, div. G, title I, Dec. 27, 2020, 134
Stat. 1486.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section text is based on act July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title
I, §1, 67 Stat. 269, as continued and modified for the fis-
cal year covered by the appropriation act cited as the
credit to this section.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts:

Pub. L. 116-94, div. D, title I, Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat.
2695.

Pub. L. 116-6, div. E, title I, Feb. 15, 2019, 133 Stat. 214.

Pub. L. 115-141, div. G, title I, Mar. 23, 2018, 132 Stat.
643.

Pub. L. 115-31, div. G, title I, May 5, 2017, 131 Stat. 444.

Pub. L. 114-113, div. G, title I, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat.
2534.

Pub. L. 113-235, div. F, title I, Dec. 16, 2014, 128 Stat.
2404.

Pub. L. 113-76, div. G, title I, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 Stat.
296.

Pub. L. 112-74, div. E, title I, Dec. 23, 2011, 125 Stat.
993.

Pub. L. 111-88, div. A, title I, Oct. 30, 2009, 123 Stat.
2913.

Pub. L. 111-8, div. E, title I, Mar. 11, 2009, 123 Stat.
710.

Pub. L. 110-161, div. F, title I, Dec. 26, 2007, 121 Stat.
2108.

Pub. L. 109-54, title I, Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 510.

Pub. L. 108-447, div. E, title I, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat.
3052.

Pub. L. 108-108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1254.

Pub. L. 108-7, div. F, title I, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 228.

Pub. L. 107-63, title I, Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 427.
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Pub. L. 106-291, title I, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 931.

Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(3) [title I], Nov. 29,
1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A-145.

Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(e) [title I], Oct. 21, 1998,
112 Stat. 2681-231, 2681-242.

Pub. L. 105-83, title I, Nov. 14, 1997, 111 Stat. 1552.

Pub. L. 104-208, div. A, title I, §101(d) [title I], Sept.
30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-181, 3009-190.

Pub. L. 104-134, title I, §101(c) [title I], Apr. 26, 1996,
110 Stat. 1321-156, 1321-165; renumbered title I, Pub. L.
104-140, §1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327.

Pub. L. 103-332, title I, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2507.

Pub. L. 103-138, title I, Nov. 11, 1993, 107 Stat. 1387.

Pub. L. 102-381, title I, Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 1384.
Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.
Pub. L. 101-512, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1924.
Pub. L. 101-121, title I, Oct. 23, 1989, 103 Stat. 710.
Pub. L. 100-446, title I, Sept. 27, 1988, 102 Stat. 1790.

Pub. L. 100-202, §101(g) [title I], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat.
1329-213, 1329-224.

Pub. L. 99-500, §101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat.
1783-242, 1783-252, and Pub. L. 99-591, §101(h) [title II,
Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-242, 3341-252.

Pub. L. 99-190, §101(d) [title I], Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat.
1224, 1231.

Pub. L. 98-473, title I, §101(c) [title I], Oct. 12, 1984, 98
Stat. 1837, 1845.

Pub. L. 86-60, title I, June 23, 1959, 73 Stat. 96.
Pub. L. 85-439, title I, June 4, 1958, 72 Stat. 159.
Pub. L. 85-77, title I, July 1, 1957, 71 Stat. 261.
June 13, 1956, ch. 380, title I, 70 Stat. 261.

June 16, 1955, ch. 147, title I, 69 Stat. 145.

July 1, 1954, ch. 446, title I, 68 Stat. 368.

July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title I, 67 Stat. 269.

July 9, 1952, ch. 597, title I, 66 Stat. 454.

Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 375, title I, 65 Stat. 259.

Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VII, title I, 64 Stat. 690.

Pub. L. 98-146, title I, Nov. 4, 1983, 97 Stat. 926.
Pub. L. 97-394, title I, Dec. 30, 1982, 96 Stat. 1972.
Pub. L. 97-100, title I, Dec. 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 1397.
Pub. L. 96-514, title I, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2963.
Pub. L. 96-126, title I, Nov. 27, 1979, 93 Stat. 961.
Pub. L. 95465, title I, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1285.
Pub. L. 95-74, title I, July 26, 1977, 91 Stat. 290.
Pub. L. 94373, title I, July 31, 1976, 90 Stat. 1048.
Pub. L. 94-165, title I, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 983.
Pub. L. 93404, title I, Aug. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 808.
Pub. L. 93-120, title I, Oct. 4, 1973, 87 Stat. 434.
Pub. L. 92-369, title I, Aug. 10, 1972, 86 Stat. 513.
Pub. L. 92-76, title I, Aug. 10, 1971, 85 Stat. 234.
Pub. L. 91-361, title I, July 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 674.
Pub. L. 91-98, title I, Oct. 29, 1969, 83 Stat. 152.
Pub. L. 90425, title I, July 26, 1968, 82 Stat. 431.
Pub. L. 90-28, title I, June 24, 1967, 81 Stat. 64.
Pub. L. 89-435, title I, May 31, 1966, 80 Stat. 175.
Pub. L. 89-52, title I, June 28, 1965, 79 Stat. 181.
Pub. L. 88-356, title I, July 7, 1964, 78 Stat. 280.
Pub. L. 88-79, title I, July 26, 1963, 77 Stat. 103.
Pub. L. 87-578, title I, Aug. 9, 1962, 76 Stat. 341.
Pub. L. 87-122, title I, Aug. 3, 1961, 75 Stat. 252.
Pub. L. 86-455, title I, May 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 108.

L

L

L.

§50-1. Funds for mappings and investigations
considered intragovernmental funds

Beginning October 1, 1990, and thereafter,
funds received from any State, territory, posses-
sion, country, international organization, or po-
litical subdivision thereof, for topographic, geo-
logic, or water resources mapping or investiga-
tions involving cooperation with such an entity
shall be considered as intragovernmental funds
as defined in the publication titled ‘A Glossary
of Terms Used in the Federal Budget Process’.

(Pub. L. 101-512, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat.

1924.)

§50a. Working capital fund for United States Ge-
ological Survey

There is hereby established in the Treasury of
the United States a working capital fund to as-
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sist in the management of certain support ac-
tivities of the United States Geological Survey
(hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Survey’’), Depart-
ment of the Interior. The fund shall be available
on and after November 5, 1990, without fiscal
year limitation for expenses necessary for fur-
nishing materials, supplies, equipment, work,
facilities, and services in support of Survey pro-
grams, and, as authorized by law, to agencies of
the Federal Government and others. Such ex-
penses may include laboratory modernization
and equipment replacement, computer oper-
ations, maintenance, and telecommunications
services; requirements definition, systems anal-
ysis, and design services; acquisition or develop-
ment of software; systems support services such
as implementation assistance, training, and
maintenance; acquisition and replacement of
computer, publications, scientific instrumenta-
tion, telecommunications, and related auto-
matic data processing equipment; and, such
other activities as may be approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

There are authorized to be transferred to the
fund, at fair and reasonable values at the time
of transfer, inventories, equipment, receivables,
and other assets, less liabilities, related to the
functions to be financed by the fund as deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided,
That the fund shall be credited with appropria-
tions and other funds of the Survey, and other
agencies of the Department of the Interior,
other Federal agencies, and other sources, for
providing materials, supplies, equipment, work,
and services as authorized by law and such pay-
ments may be made in advance or upon perform-
ance: Provided further, That charges to users will
be at rates approximately equal to the costs of
furnishing the materials, supplies, equipment,
facilities, and services, including such items as
depreciation of equipment and facilities, and ac-
crued annual leave: Provided further, That all ex-
isting balances as of November 5, 1990, from am-
ortization fees resulting from the Survey pro-
viding telecommunications services and depos-
ited in a special fund established on the books of
the Treasury and available for payment of re-
placement or expansion of telecommunications
services as authorized by Public Law 99-190, are
hereby transferred to and merged with the work-
ing capital fund, to be used for the same pur-
poses as originally authorized: Provided further,
That funds that are not necessary to carry out
the activities to be financed by the fund, as de-
termined by the Secretary, shall be covered into
miscellaneous receipts of the Treasury.

(Pub. L. 101-512, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat.
1924; Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105
Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 103-332, title I, Sept. 30, 1994,
108 Stat. 2507.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Provisions relating to the special fund authorized by
Public Law 99-190, referred to in text, were formerly
classified to this section. See Prior Provisions note
below.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 50a, Pub. L. 99-190, §101(d) [title II,
Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat. 1224, 1231, related to deposit of
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amortization fees from Geological Survey providing
telecommunications services.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-332 in first par., in second sentence
after ‘“‘work,” inserted ‘‘facilities,”, in third sentence
after ‘‘include’ inserted ‘‘laboratory modernization and
equipment replacement,”’, after ‘‘operations’ inserted
‘“, maintenance,”, and after ‘‘replacement of com-
puter,” inserted ‘‘publications, scientific instrumenta-
tion,” and in second par., in second proviso after ‘‘de-
preciation of equipment’’ inserted ‘‘and facilities,”.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Geological Survey’ substituted for
‘““Geological Survey” in first paragraph pursuant to
provision of title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note
under section 31 of this title.

§50b. Recording of obligations against accounts
receivable and crediting of amounts re-
ceived; work involving cooperation with
State, Territory, etc.

Before, on, and after October 18, 1986, in car-
rying out work involving cooperation with any
State, Territory, possession, or political subdivi-
sion thereof, the United States Geological Sur-
vey may, notwithstanding any other provision
of law, record obligations against accounts re-
ceivable from any such entities and shall credit
amounts received from such entities to this ap-
propriation.

(Pub. L. 99-500, §101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100
Stat. 1783-242, 1783-252, and Pub. L. 99-591,
§101(h) [title I], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341-242,
3341-252; Pub. L. 102-154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105
Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This appropriation, referred to in text, probably
means appropriations under the headings ‘‘GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY” and ‘‘SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RE-
SEARCH”’ of the annual Department of the Interior and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act.

CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 99-591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99-500.
In text, ‘“‘Before, on, and after October 18, 1986’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘heretofore and hereafter’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME

“United States Geological Survey’” substituted in
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

§50c. Payment of costs incidental to utilization
of services of volunteers

Appropriations herein and on and after De-
cember 22, 1987, made shall be available for pay-
ing costs incidental to the utilization of services
contributed by individuals who serve without
compensation as volunteers in aid of work of the
United States Geological Survey, and that with-
in appropriations herein and on and after De-
cember 22, 1987, provided, United States Geologi-
cal Survey officials may authorize either direct
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procurement of or reimbursement for expenses
incidental to the effective use of volunteers such
as, but not limited to, training, transportation,
lodging, subsistence, equipment, and supplies:
Provided further, That provision for such ex-
penses or services is in accord with volunteer or
cooperative agreements made with such individ-
uals, private organizations, educational institu-
tions, or State or local government.

(Pub. L. 100-202, §101(g) [title I], Dec. 22, 1987, 101
Stat. 1329-213, 1329-224; Pub. L. 102-154, title I,
Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Appropriations herein, referred to in text, probably
means appropriations under the headings ‘‘GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY”’, ‘‘SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH”
and ‘‘ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS”, of the annual De-
partment of the Interior and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

‘“United States Geological Survey’ substituted in
text for ‘“‘Geological Survey’ pursuant to provision of
title I of Pub. L. 102-154, set out as a note under section
31 of this title.

§50d. Services of students or recent graduates

The United States Geological Survey may on
and after November 29, 1999, contract directly
with individuals or indirectly with institutions
or nonprofit organizations, without regard to
section 6101 of title 41, for the temporary or
intermittent services of students or recent grad-
uates, who shall be considered employees for the
purposes of chapters 57 and 81 of title 5, relating
to compensation for travel and work injuries,
and chapter 171 of title 28, relating to tort
claims, but shall not be considered to be Federal
employees for any other purposes.

(Pub. L. 106-113, div. B, §1000(a)(3) [title I], Nov.
29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A-146.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

In text, ‘“‘section 6101 of title 41" substituted for ‘41
U.S.C. 5” on authority of Pub. L. 111-350, §6(c), Jan. 4,
2011, 124 Stat. 3854, which Act enacted Title 41, Public
Contracts.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in Pub. L. 105-277, div. A, §101(e) [title I], Oct. 21,
1998, 112 Stat. 2681-231, 2681-243.

§50e. USGS energy and minerals research facil-
ity
(a) Establishment

The Director of the United States Geological
Survey (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Direc-
tor”’),! shall fund, through a cooperative agree-
ment with an academic partner, the design, con-
struction, and tenant build-out of a facility to

180 in original. The comma probably should not appear.



§51

support energy and minerals research and ap-
purtenant associated structures.

(b) Ownership

The United States Geological Survey shall re-
tain ownership of the facility and associated
structures described in subsection (a).

(c) Agreements

The Director may enter into agreements with,
and to collect and expend funds or in-kind con-
tributions from, academic, Federal, State, or
other tenants over the life of the facility de-
scribed in subsection (a) for the purposes of—

(1) facility planning;

(2) design;

(3) maintenance;

(4) operation; or

(5) facility improvements.
(d) Leases

The Director may enter into a lease or other
agreement with the academic partner with
which the Director has entered into a coopera-
tive agreement under subsection (a), at no cost
to the Federal Government, to obtain land on
which to construct the facility described in that
subsection for a term of not less than 99 years.
(e) Reports

The Director shall submit to Congress annual
reports on—
(1) the facility described in subsection (a);
and
(2) the authorities used under this section.
(f) Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of the Interior to carry out this sec-
tion $167,000,000 for fiscal year 2022, to remain
available until expended.

(Pub. L. 117-58, div. D, title II, §40204, Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 960.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
WAGE RATE REQUIREMENTS

For provisions relating to rates of wages to be paid to
laborers and mechanics on projects for construction,
alteration, or repair work funded under div. D or an
amendment by div. D of Pub. L. 117-58, including au-
thority of Secretary of Labor, see section 18851 of Title
42, The Public Health and Welfare.

CHAPTER 3—SURVEYS

Sec.

51. Omitted.

52. Surveying duties.

53. Powers devolved on Secretary of the Interior
on turning over of papers to States.

54. Completion of surveys; delivery to States.

55. Field notes delivered to States; access to.

56. Conditions of delivery to States.

57. Authenticated copies or extracts from records
as evidence.

58. Transcripts from records of Liouisiana.

59. Official papers in office of surveyor general in
California; copies.

60. Stationery for mineral surveys.

61 to 63. Repealed.

§51. Omitted

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section, act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144, which
abolished office of surveyor general and transferred its
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functions to Field Surveying Service under Supervisor
of Surveys, was superseded by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946,
§403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

The office of surveyor general abolished in certain
States by acts July 31, 1876, ch. 246, 19 Stat. 121, and
Oct. 2, 1888, ch. 1069, 25 Stat. 525, and discontinued in
others pursuant to R.S. §2218.

So far as they were not already superseded or obso-
lete by reason of abolition or discontinuance of the of-
fice, or otherwise, the following provisions were super-
seded by former provisions of this section:

R.S. §2207, providing for appointment of surveyors
general in States and territories therein named, and
acts Apr. 10, 1890, ch. 77, §1, 26 Stat. 53, and July 24,
1897, ch. 14, §2, 30 Stat. 215, providing for surveyors gen-
eral in North and South Dakota and Alaska;

R.S. §§2208 to 2211; acts Apr. 10, 1890, ch. 77, §2, 26
Stat. 53; July 24, 1897, ch. 14, §3, 30 Stat. 215, concerning
salaries of particular surveyors general;

R.S. §§2212 to 2214, concerning number and location,
of offices, and place of residence, of surveyors general.

R.S. §§2215 and 2216, concerning bonds of surveyors
general;

R.S. §2217, concerning duration of term of office of
surveyors general;

R.S. §§2226 and 2227, concerning allowances for clerk
hire and office expenses;

Act Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 211, 27 Stat. 709, relative to con-
solidation of offices of two or more surveyors general;
and provisions of act May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 556,
and prior acts concerning detail of clerks from office of
one surveyor general to another.

§ 52. Surveying duties

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall engage a sufficient num-
ber of skillful surveyors as his deputies, to
whom he is authorized to administer the nec-
essary oaths upon their appointments. He shall
have authority to frame regulations for their di-
rection, not inconsistent with law or the in-
structions of the Bureau of Land Management,
and to remove them for negligence or mis-
conduct in office.

Second. He shall cause to be surveyed, meas-
ured, and marked, without delay, all base and
meridian lines through such points and perpet-
uated by such monuments, and such other cor-
rection parallels and meridians as may be pre-
scribed by law or by instructions from the Bu-
reau of Land Management, in respect to the pub-
lic lands to which the Indian title has been or
may be extinguished.

Third. He shall cause to be surveyed all pri-
vate land claims after they have been confirmed
by authority of Congress, so far as may be nec-
essary to complete the survey of the public
lands.

Fourth. He shall transmit to the officer, as the
Secretary of the Interior may designate, of the
respective land offices general and particular
plats of all lands surveyed by him for each land
district; and he shall forward copies of such
plats to such officer as the Secretary may des-
ignate.

Fifth. He shall, so far as is compatible with
the desk duties of his office, occasionally in-
spect the surveying operations while in progress
in the field, sufficiently to satisfy himself of the
fidelity of the execution of the work according
to contract, and the actual and necessary ex-
penses incurred by him while so engaged shall be
allowed; and where it is incompatible with his
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other duties for the Secretary of the Interior or
such officer as he may designate to devote the
time necessary to make a personal inspection of
the work in progress, then he is authorized to
depute a confidential agent to make such exam-
ination; and the actual and necessary expenses
of such person shall be allowed and paid for that
service, and $5 a day during the examination in
the field; but such examination shall not be pro-
tracted beyond thirty days; and in no case
longer than is actually necessary; and when the
Secretary or such officer, or any person em-
ployed in his office at a regular salary, is en-
gaged in such special service, he shall receive
only his necessary expenses in addition to his
regular salary.

(R.S. §2223; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Provisions different from those of the fifth paragraph
of this section, for inspection of surveying operations,
were made by several Sundry Civil Appropriation Acts,
in connection with the appropriations for surveys and
resurveys, and limited to the expenditure of the par-
ticular appropriation.

R.S. §2223 derived from acts May 18, 1796, ch. 29, §1,
1 Stat. 464; Apr. 29, 1816, ch. 151, §1, 3 Stat. 325; Mar. 3,
1831, ch. 116, §1, 4 Stat. 492; Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 145, §§3, 10,
10 Stat. 245, 247; Apr. 24, 1874, ch. 127, 18 Stat. 34; Aug.
9, 1876, ch. 256, 19 Stat. 126.

Statutory Notes and Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

References to Supervisor of Surveys and Commis-
sioner of General Land Office changed to Secretary of
the Interior or such officer as he may designate, ref-
erence to manager changed to officer designated by
Secretary of the Interior, and ‘‘Bureau of Land Man-
agement’’ substituted for ‘“‘General Land Office’ on au-
thority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

Previously, references to surveyors general were
changed to supervisor of surveys and provisions lim-
iting application of section to points ‘‘within his sur-
veying district’” were omitted on authority of act Mar.
3, 1925, which abolished office of surveyor general and
transferred its activities to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§53. Powers devolved on Secretary of the Inte-
rior on turning over of papers to States

In all cases where, as provided in section 54 of
this title, the field notes, maps, records, and
other papers appertaining to land titles in any
State are turned over to the authorities of such
State, the same authority, powers, and duties in
relation to the survey, resurvey, or subdivision
of the lands therein, and all matters and things
connected therewith, as previously exercised by
the surveyor general, whose district included
such State, shall be vested in, and devolved
upon, the Secretary of the Interior or such offi-
cer as he may designate.

(R.S. §2219; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS

§54

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2219 derived from act Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §1, 10
Stat. 152.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

SURVEYOR GENERAL

Abolition of office of surveyor general, see note set
out under section 51 of this title.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate” substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§ 54. Completion of surveys; delivery to States

The Secretary of the Interior shall take all
the necessary measures for the completion of
the surveys in the several surveying districts, at
the earliest periods compatible with the pur-
poses contemplated by law; and whenever the
surveys and records of any such district are
completed, the Secretary of the Interior or such
officer as he may designate shall deliver over to
the secretary of state of the respective States,
including such surveys, or to such other officer
as may be authorized to receive them, all the
field notes, maps, records, and other papers ap-
pertaining to land titles within the same.

(R.S. §2218; June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 394;
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

The original text of R.S. §2218 provided for comple-
tion of surveys ‘‘in the several surveying-districts for
which surveyors general have been, or may be, ap-
pointed” and also provided that ‘‘the surveyor general
thereof shall be required to deliver over’ all papers ap-
pertaining to land titles within the district, ‘‘and the
office of surveyor general in every such district shall
thereafter cease and be discontinued.” The references
to the surveyors general were omitted in view of act
Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this title) abol-
ishing office of surveyor general and transferring its
activities to the Field Surveying Service, under the ju-
risdiction of the U.S. Supervisor of Surveys. See, also,
Transfer of Functions note below.

R.S. §2207, formerly cited as a credit to this section,
which provided for appointment of surveyors general,
was superseded by act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section
51 of this title) and repealed by act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 202,
§1, 47 Stat. 1429.

Act June 5, 1924, appropriated funds for use in making
the surveys in twelve districts.

Act May 25, 1906, ch. 2554, 34 Stat. 199, provided for a
survey, pursuant to R.S. §2218, of unsurveyed lands in
Louisiana, and was omitted.

Provisions of act Oct. 2, 1888, ch. 1069, 25 Stat. 525,
which provided for transfer to State officials of field
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notes, maps, records and other papers appertaining to
land surveys in Nebraska and Iowa, were omitted.

All records, etc., belonging to office of recorder of
land titles for Missouri were delivered to State upon
discontinuance of office, by provisions of act June 6,
1874, ch. 223, §3, and act July 31, 1876, ch. 246.

R.S. §2218 derived from acts June 12, 1840, ch. 36, §1,
5 Stat. 384; July 31, 1876, ch. 246, 19 Stat. 121.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’ on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§55. Field notes delivered to States; access to

Under the authority and direction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate, any deputy surveyor or other agent of
the United States shall have free access to any
field notes, maps, records, and other papers,
mentioned in section 53 of this title, for the pur-
pose of taking extracts therefrom, or making
copies thereof, without charge of any kind.

(R.S. §2220; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

The word ‘‘such’ before ‘‘field notes” was omitted
and the words ‘“‘mentioned in section 53 of this title”
were inserted after ‘‘papers,’.

R.S. §2220 derived from act Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §2, 10
Stat. 152.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§56. Conditions of delivery to States

The field notes, maps, records, and other pa-
pers mentioned in section 53 of this title, shall
in no case be turned over to the authorities of
any State, until such State has provided by law
for the reception and safe-keeping of the same
as public records, and for the allowance of free
access to the same by the authorities of the
United States.

(R.S. §2221.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2221 derived from acts Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §3,
10 Stat. 152; June 6, 1874, ch. 223, §3, 18 Stat. 62.
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§57. Authenticated copies or extracts from
records as evidence

Any copy of or extract from the plats, field
notes, records, or other papers of the offices of
the former surveyors general for the districts of
Oregon and California, when authenticated by
the seal and signature of the Secretary of the
Interior or such officer as he may designate,
shall be evidence in all cases in which the origi-
nal would be evidence.

(R.S. §2224; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

This section is from a part of R.S. §2224, as affected
by act Mar. 3, 1925. The original text provided for the
continuation of the use of the official seals authorized
for the offices of the surveyors general of Oregon, Cali-
fornia, and Louisiana. This provision was superseded by
act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this title),
abolishing the office of surveyor-general. The rest of
the section became inapplicable to Louisiana upon the
discontinuance of the office of surveyor general of Lou-
isiana pursuant to R.S. §2218. The text of this section
was changed to provide for authentication by the su-
pervisor of surveys, instead of a surveyor-general, in
view of act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this
title) abolishing the office of surveyor general and
transferring its activities to the Field Surveying Serv-
ice, under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Supervisor of
Surveys. See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

R.S. §2224 derived from act Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 145, §§2,
11, 10 Stat. 245, 248.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’ on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§ 58. Transcripts from records of Louisiana

Any copy of a plat of survey, or transcript
from the records of the office of the former sur-
veyor general of Louisiana, duly certified, shall
be admitted as evidence in all the courts of the
United States and the Territories thereof.

(R.S. §2225.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

The word ‘‘former’” was inserted in text before ‘‘sur-
veyor general’” because of the discontinuance of the of-
fice of surveyor general in Louisiana.

R.S. §2225 derived from act Mar. 3, 1831, ch. 116, §5, 4
Stat. 493.

§59. Official papers in office of surveyor general
in California; copies

All official books, papers, instruments of writ-
ing, documents, archives, official seals, stamps,
or dies, which have been authorized by law to be
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collected and deposited in the surveyor general’s
office in California, shall be safely and securely
kept by the Secretary of the Interior, or such of-
ficer as he may designate, in the archives of his
office until disposed of as provided by law; and
copies thereof, authenticated by the Secretary
or such officer under his seal of office, shall be
evidence in all cases where the originals would
be evidence.

(R.S. §2229; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562,
§3(3), 65 Stat. 639.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2229 derived from act May 18, 1858, ch. 39, §1, 11
Stat. 289.

AMENDMENTS

1951—Act Oct. 25, 1951, inserted ‘‘until disposed of as
provided by law’’.

Statutory Notes and Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate” substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’’ on
authority on section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946.
See note set out under section 1 of this title.

Previously, ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’” was substituted
for ‘‘surveyor general” by act Mar. 3, 1925.

§ 60. Stationery for mineral surveys

The stationery and drafting instruments pur-
chased on and after March 3, 1901, for exclusive
use of the Secretary of the Interior or such offi-
cers as he may designate in the preparation of
plats and field notes of mineral surveys, as also
the rent of additional quarters that may be nec-
essary for the execution of such work, shall be
paid for out of the fund created by deposits
made by individuals to the credit of the United
States to cover the cost of office work on such
mineral surveys.

(Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, §1, 31 Stat. 1003; Mar. 3,
1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No.
3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat.
1100.)

Statutory Notes and Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Field Surveying Service’’
on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946.
See note set out under section 1 of this title.

Previously, ‘‘Field Surveying Service’” substituted
for ‘‘surveyors-general’” on authority of act Mar. 3,
1925, which abolished office of surveyor general and
transferred its activities to Field Surveying Service.
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§§70 to 73

§§ 61 to 63. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, §1, 46
Stat. 1029

Section 61, R.S. §2230; act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat.
1144, related to bonds for deputy surveyors.

Section 62, R.S. §2231, act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat.
1144, related to oath of deputy surveyors.

Section 63, R.S. §2232; act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat.
1144, related to suits on bond of deputy surveyors.

CHAPTER 4—DISTRICT LAND OFFICES

Sec.

70 to 74. Repealed or Omitted.

75. Administration of oaths.
75a to T9b. Repealed.

T9c¢. Payment of fees, commissions, etc.; deposit in
Treasury.

79d. Alaska land claimant liable for fees, commis-
sions or purchase money; deposit in Treas-
ury.

80 to 82. Repealed.

83. Transcripts of records as evidence.

84, 85. Repealed or Omitted.

86. Accounting for fees for notices of cancella-
tion of entries.

87, 88 Repealed.

89. Monthly returns of district land offices.

90. Omitted.

91. Deposit in Treasury of unearned fees and un-
official moneys.

92. Lists furnished with deposits.

93. Deposit of moneys deposited by unknown par-
ties.

94. Reimbursement of sums disbursed as special

disbursing agents.
95 to 98a. Repealed.

99. Repayment of moneys deposited and covered
into Treasury.

100. Disqualification.

101. Report of disqualification; designation of offi-
cer to act.

102. Attendance of witnesses.

103. Witnesses’ fees.

104. Disobedience to subpoena.

105. Depositions of witnesses residing outside
county.

106. Continuing taking of depositions in behalf of
opposite party.

107. Penalty for false information.

§§70 to 73. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept.
6, 1966, 80 Stat. 632, 638, 645, 646

Section 70, act Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208,
consolidated offices of register and receiver.

Section 71, act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, pro-
vided for consolidation of offices of register and re-
ceiver, effective July 1, 1925.

Section 72, R.S. §2334; acts Jan. 27, 1898, ch. 10, 30
Stat. 234; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3,
1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403,
11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to duties of Secretary
of the Interior concerning sale of public lands.

Section 73, act Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §2, 42 Stat. 208,
related to designation of chief clerk to act in case of
death, resignation, removal, or disability of register.

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to section 71 of this title were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts:

Jan. 24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1179.

June 30, 1922, ch. 255, §1, 42 Stat. 766.

May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 557.

Mar. 24, 1921, ch. 161, 41 Stat. 1397.

June 5, 1920, ch. 235, 41 Stat. 907.

July 19, 1919, ch. 24, 41 Stat. 194.

Act May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 557, abolished land
office at Springfield and offices of register and receiver
thereat.
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Act May 2, 1914, ch. 74, §§1, 2, 38 Stat. 371, 372, abol-
ished office of receiver of public moneys at Springfield,
Mo., transferred his duties and custody of books,
records, etc., to register, and contained other provi-
sions concerning register’s duties.

Act. Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 177, §3, 28 Stat. 807, required du-
plication of reports and returns of registers and receiv-
ers to be prevented by regulations.

Act. Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1269, §2, 26 Stat. 657, concerned
taking of final proofs by remaining officer in case of a
vacancy in office of register or receiver.

§ 74. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, R.S. §2228, acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, which au-
thorized President to transfer duties of register in any
district to Supervisor of Surveys, was omitted pursuant
to Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100. See note set out under section
1 of this title.

§75. Administration of oaths

The officer designated by the Secretary of the
Interior is authorized, and it shall be his duty,
to administer any oath required by law or the
instructions of the Bureau of Land Management,
in connection with the entry or purchase of any
tract of the public lands; but he shall not charge
or receive, directly or indirectly, any compensa-
tion for administering such oath.

(R.S. §2246; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208;
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

The words ‘‘or receiver’” which followed ‘‘register’ in
the original text were omitted, in view of act Mar. 3,
1925 (classified to section 71 of this title), providing for
the consolidation of the offices of register and receiver.
See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

R.S. §2246 derived from act June 12, 1840, ch. 35, 5
Stat. 384.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Reference to ‘‘register’” changed to ‘‘officer des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Interior” and ‘‘Bureau
of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘‘General Land
Office” on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No.
3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of this title.

§§75a to 79b. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a),
Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 632, 645, 646, 652

Section 75a, act May 17, 1926, ch. 303, 44 Stat. 558, au-
thorized administration of oaths by an employee of De-
partment of the Interior designated to act as register.

Section 76, R.S. §2244; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, related to
term of office of registers.

Section 77, R.S. §2222; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, provided for
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continuation of duties and bond of register after expira-
tion of his commission.

Section 78, R.S. §2235; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, required
register to reside at place where land office was lo-
cated.

Section 79, R.S. §2236; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, required
registers to give bond in the penal sum of $10,000.

Section 79a, act Apr. 24, 1944, ch. 177, §1, 58 Stat. 215,
related to bond for registers.

Section 79b, act Apr. 24, 1944, ch. 177, §2, 58 Stat. 215,
related to compensation for registers.

§79c. Payment of fees, commissions, etc.; deposit
in Treasury

No provision of this Act shall relieve any pub-
lic land applicant or claimant from the neces-
sity of making payment of fees, commissions, or
other moneys required by law or regulation.
Commencing sixty days after April 24, 1944, the
officials of district land offices shall not receive
any compensation based on fees, commissions,
or other receipts and all amounts collected by
them shall be covered into the Treasury of the
United States.

(Apr. 24, 1944, ch. 177, §3, 58 Stat. 215; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in text, is act Apr. 24, 1944, ch.
177, 58 Stat. 215, as amended, which enacted sections 79a
to 79c of this title, repealed sections 80 and 80a of this
title, and enacted provisions set out as notes under this
section. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Tables.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
REPEALS

Act Apr. 24, 1944, ch. 177, §4, 58 Stat. 215, provided
that: “Sections 2237 and 2240 of the Revised Statutes
and the act of May 21, 1928 (45 Stat. 684; 43 U.S.C., sec.
80), as amended [sections 80 and 80a of this title], are
hereby repealed, and all other provisions of law incon-
sistent with this Act [See References in Text note
above] are repealed to the extent of such inconsist-
ency.”

EXTENSION TO ALASKA

Act Apr. 24, 1944, ch. 177, §5, 58 Stat. 215, provided
that the provisions of such Act [see References in Text
note above] would not extend to the territory of Alas-
ka.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘officials of district land offices’ substituted
for ‘‘registers’” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§79d. Alaska land claimant liable for fees, com-
missions or purchase money; deposit in
Treasury

No provision of this Act shall relieve any pub-
lic land claimant from the necessity of making
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payment of fees, commissions, or purchase
money required by law or regulation in connec-
tion with an application, selection, location, or
lease of public lands in Alaska, and all such pay-
ments, when made, shall be covered into the
Treasury of the United States.

(Oct. 9, 1942, ch. 584, §5, 56 Stat. 779.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in text, is act Oct. 9, 1942, ch.
584, 56 Stat. 778, which enacted sections 79d and 123a of
this title and sections 366 and 367 of Title 48, Territories
and Insular Possessions, amended sections 80 and 751b
of this title, repealed sections 366 and 367 of Title 48,
and enacted provisions formerly set out as notes under
section 366 of Title 48. For complete classification of
this Act to the Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 367a of
Title 48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

§§ 80, 80a. Repealed. Apr. 24, 1944, ch. 177, §4, 58
Stat. 215

Section 80, R.S. §§2237, 2240; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114,
§1, 42 Stat. 208; May 21, 1928, ch. 661, 45 Stat. 684; Aug.
22, 1935, ch. 602, 49 Stat. 680; Oct. 9, 1942, ch. 584, §7, 56
Stat. 779, provided that from and after Sept. 1, 1935, reg-
isters should be paid $2,000 per annum together with
fees and commissions limited to $3,600 per annum. See
section 79c of this title.

Section 80a, R.S. §§2237, 2240, provided that receivers
should be paid $500 per annum together with fees and
commissions limited to $3,000 per annum. See section
79c of this title.

§ 81. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966,
80 Stat. 632, 645, 646

Section, R.S. §2243; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 115, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, related to
commencement of compensation of registers.

§82. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-649, title II, §202(b),
July 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 507

Section, R.S. §2238; acts May 14, 1880, ch. 89, §2, 21
Stat. 141; Dec. 17, 1880, ch. 2, 21 Stat. 311; July 26, 1892,
ch. 251, 27 Stat. 270; Mar. 22, 1904, ch. 748, 33 Stat. 144;
May 29, 1908, ch. 220, §14, 35 Stat. 468; Jan. 24, 1923, ch.
42, 42 Stat. 1179; June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 395; Mar.
3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, related to fees and commis-
sions required to be collected by district land offices.
See section 1734 of this title.

§ 83. Transcripts of records as evidence

Transcripts of the records in the district land
offices, when made and duly certified to by the
Secretary of the Interior or such officers as he
may designate for individuals, shall be admitted
as evidence in all courts of the United States
and the Territories thereof, and before all offi-
cials authorized to receive evidence, with the
same force and effect as the original records.

(Mar. 22, 1904, ch. 748, 33 Stat. 144; Oct. 28, 1921,
ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

The words ‘‘and receivers’ which followed ‘‘registers”
in the original text were omitted as superseded by acts
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§§87, 88

Oct. 28, 1921, and Mar. 3, 1925, providing for consolida-
tion of the two offices. See, also, Transfer of Functions
note below.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘“‘district land offices’ substituted for ‘‘offices
of registers’ and ‘‘the Secretary of the Interior or such
officers as he may designate’ substituted for ‘‘them”
on authority of section 403 of 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3 of
1946. See note set out under section 1 of this title.

§84. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-649, title II, §202(b),
July 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 507

Section, R.S. §2239; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, related to
fees for consolidated land offices. See section 1734 of
this title.

§ 85. Omitted

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Section, acts Mar. 3, 1887, ch. 362, 24 Stat. 526; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; May 21, 1928, ch. 661, 45 Stat. 684, which re-
quired all fees collected by registers which would in-
crease their salaries beyond a certain amount to be
covered into the Treasury, except for certain clerical
fees, was superseded by sections 79c¢ and 79d of this
title, which require all fees to be covered into the
Treasury.

§86. Accounting for fees for notices of cancella-
tion of entries

On and after March 4, 1911, all money or fees
received or collected by the Secretary of the In-
terior or such officers as he may designate of
United States land offices for issuing notices of
cancellation of entries shall be reported and ac-
counted for by the Secretary or such officers in
the same manner as other fees or moneys re-
ceived or collected.

(Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 261, §§1, 2, 36 Stat. 1352; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R.
78176, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

References to ‘‘registers of United States land of-
fices” and ‘‘such registers’ changed to ‘‘Secretary of
the Interior or such officers as he may designate’ and
‘‘the Secretary or such officers’, respectively, on au-
thority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§§ 87, 88. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-554, §8(a), Sept. 6,
1966, 80 Stat. 632, 634, 645, 646

Section 87, acts Mar. 3, 1883, ch. 101, §2, 22 Stat. 484;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
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43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to plats of townships and lists of
lands sold.

Section 88, R.S. §2242; acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42
Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145, related to
receipt of illegal fees by registers.

§ 89. Monthly returns of district land offices

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall make to the Secretary of
the Treasury monthly returns of the moneys re-
ceived in district land offices, and pay over such
money pursuant to his instructions.

(R.S. §2245; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208;
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

The office of receiver consolidated with that of reg-
ister by act Mar. 3, 1925, under a register only, the of-
fice of receiver being abolished. See, also, Transfer of
Functions note below.

R.S. §2245 derived from act July 4, 1836, ch. 352, §9, 5
Stat. 111.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’” substituted for ‘‘registers’, ‘‘district land
offices” substituted for ‘‘their several offices’, and
former last sentence relating to returns to Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office omitted on authority
of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set
out under section 1 of this title.

§90. Omitted

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, act July 1, 1946, ch. 529, 60 Stat. 352, which
required authorization of Commissioner of the General
Land Office for expenses chargeable to the Government
incurred by registers, was omitted pursuant to Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, set out as a note under section 1 of this
title, which abolished the offices of registers and Com-
missioner of the General Land Office. Section was not
repeated in the Interior Department Appropriation Act,
1948, act July 25, 1947, ch. 337, 61 Stat. 460. Similar pro-
visions were contained in the following prior appropria-
tion acts:

July 3, 1945, ch. 262, 59 Stat. 323.

June 28, 1944, ch. 298, 58 Stat. 468.

July 12, 1943, ch. 219, 57 Stat. 455.

July 2, 1942, ch. 473, 56 Stat. 511.

June 28, 1941, ch. 259, 55 Stat. 310.

June 18, 1940, ch. 395, 54 Stat. 412.

May 10, 1939, ch. 119, 53 Stat. 692.

May 9, 1938, ch. 187, 52 Stat. 297.

Aug. 9, 1937, ch. 570, 50 Stat. 569.

June 22, 1936, ch. 691, 49 Stat. 1762.

May 9, 1935, ch. 101, 49 Stat. 180.

Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 48 Stat. 366.

Feb. 17, 1933, ch. 98, 47 Stat. 823.

Apr. 22, 1932, ch. 125, 47 Stat. 93.
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Feb. 14, 1931, ch. 187, 46 Stat. 1117.
May 14, 1930, ch. 273, 46 Stat. 283.
Mar. 4, 1929, ch. 705, 45 Stat. 1565.
Mar. 7, 1938, ch. 137, 45 Stat. 203.
Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 938.
May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 457.
June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 395.
Jan. 24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1179.
May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 557.
June 12, 1917, ch. 27, 40 Stat. 142.
Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 75, 38 Stat. 855.

§91. Deposit in Treasury of unearned fees and
unofficial moneys

Officers of district land officers, as designated
by the Secretary of the Interior are authorized,
under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior or such officer as he may designate, to de-
posit to the credit of the Treasurer of the United
States all unearned fees and unofficial moneys
that have been carried upon the books of their
respective offices for a period of five years or
more, which sums shall be covered into the
Treasury by warrant and carried to the credit of
the parties from whom such fees or moneys were
received, and into an appropriation account to
be denominated ‘‘Outstanding liabilities.”

(Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2562, §1, 34 Stat. 1245; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

This section, as originally enacted, related to receiv-
ers of public moneys for land districts. The office of re-
ceiver was consolidated with that of register by acts
Mar. 3, 1925, and Oct. 28, 1921, under which the office of
receiver was abolished. See, also, Transfer of Functions
note below.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
APPROPRIATIONS

Effective July 1, 1935, the appropriation provided for
in this section was repealed and provision was made for
annual appropriations of sums necessary to meet ex-
penditures by act June 26, 1934, ch. 756, §17, 48 Stat.
1230, which was repealed by Pub. L. 97-258, §5(b), Sept.
13, 1982, 96 Stat. 1074. See section 1322 of Title 31, Money
and Finance.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

““‘Officers of district land offices, as designated by the
Secretary of the Interior,” substituted for ‘‘registers”
and ‘‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§ 92. Lists furnished with deposits

At the time of making such deposit the officer
designated by the Secretary of the Interior shall
furnish a list showing the date when the money
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was paid to him or to his predecessor; the names
and residences of the parties; the purposes of the
payments and the amounts thereof, which list
shall bear the certificate of the officer that the
same is correct; that the amounts are due and
payable; that diligence has been exercised to re-
turn the same, and that the sums specified have
remained unclaimed for a period of five years or
more.

(Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2562, §2, 34 Stat. 1245; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

This section, as originally enacted, related to receiv-
ers of public moneys for land districts. The office of re-
ceiver was consolidated with that of register by acts
Mar. 3, 1925, and Oct. 28, 1921, under which the office of
receiver was abolished. See, also, Transfer of Functions
note below.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘officer designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior” and ‘‘officer’’ substituted for ‘‘register’ on au-
thority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§93. Deposit of moneys deposited by unknown
parties

Amounts that appear in the accounts of a dis-
trict land office as ‘‘“Moneys deposited by un-
known parties’” shall also be deposited to the
credit of the Treasurer of the United States, ac-
companied by a list showing the amount and, if
possible, the date of the receipt of each item;
which list shall bear the certificate of the officer
designated by the Secretary of the Interior that,
after careful investigation, the ownership of said
moneys could not be determined, and that they
have been reported in the unearned fees and un-
official moneys accounts for five years or more.

(Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2562, §3, 34 Stat. 1245; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

This section, as originally enacted, related to receiv-
ers of public moneys for land districts. The office of re-
ceiver was consolidated with that of register by acts
Mar. 3, 1925, and Oct. 28, 1921, under which the office of
receiver was abolished. See, also, Transfer of Functions
note below.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘the accounts of a district land office’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘a register’s accounts’ and ‘‘officer des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Interior’ substituted
for ‘‘register’ on authority of section 403 of 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§94. Reimbursement of sums disbursed as spe-
cial disbursing agents

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized
and directed to pay, out of any unexpended bal-
ances of appropriations for contingent expenses
of land offices, for the expenses of hearings in
land entries and the expenses of depositing pub-
lic moneys, such sums as have been or may be
disbursed by officers designated by the Sec-
retary of the Interior acting as special dis-
bursing agents at United States land offices, be-
fore the receipt of Government funds: Provided,
That no payment shall be made under this sec-
tion in excess of the amount appropriated by the
Congress for the particular purpose in each in-
stance and for the fiscal year in which such dis-
bursements were made: Provided, That all such
disbursements shall have been or shall be made
in pursuance of law in carrying out depart-
mental regulations or to meet authorizations by
the Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate: Provided further, That the ac-
counts containing such items shall have been
duly approved by the Secretary of the Interior
or such officer as he may designate.

(Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2563, 34 Stat. 1245; Oct. 28, 1921,
ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

This section, as originally enacted, referred to receiv-
ers of public moneys. The office of receiver was consoli-
dated with that of register by acts Mar. 3, 1925, and Oct.
28, 1921, under which the office of receiver was abol-
ished. See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

““Officers designated by the Secretary of the Interior”
substituted for ‘‘registers’ and ‘‘Secretary of the Inte-
rior or such officer as he may designate’ substituted
for “Commissioner of the General Land Office’” on au-
thority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§§95 to 98a. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-649, title II,
§204(b), July 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 507

Section 95, acts Mar. 26, 1908, ch. 102, §1, 35 Stat. 48;
Dec. 11, 1919, ch. 5, 41 Stat. 366, related to repayment of
purchase moneys paid under applications rejected.

Section 96, acts Mar. 26, 1908, ch. 102, §2, 35 Stat. 48;
Dec. 11, 1919, ch. 5, 41 Stat. 366, related to repayment of
excess payments.
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Section 97, acts Mar. 26, 1908, ch. 102, §3, 35 Stat. 48;
Dec. 11, 1919, ch. 5, 41 Stat. 366; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3,
§403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related
to certification of amount of excess moneys and repay-
ment.

Section 98, act Mar. 26, 1908, ch. 102, §4, as added Dec.
11, 1919, ch. 5, 41 Stat. 367, related to rules and regula-
tions.

Section 98a, act June 27, 1930, ch. 642, 46 Stat. 822,
made sections 95 to 98 of this title applicable to all pay-
ments in excess of lawful requirements made under
statutes relating to disposition of public lands.

§99. Repayment of moneys deposited and cov-
ered into Treasury

Any person or persons who shall have made
payment to an officer designated by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or to his predecessor, and
the money shall have been covered into the
Treasury pursuant to section 91 or 93 of this
title, shall, on presenting satisfactory evidence
of such payment to the Government Account-
ability Office, be entitled to have the same re-
turned by the settlement of an account and the
issuing of a warrant in his favor according to
the practice in other cases of authorized and lig-
uidated claims against the United States: Pro-
vided, That when such moneys shall remain un-
claimed in the Treasury for more than five years
the right to recover the same shall be barred:
Provided, That no homestead entryman shall be
required to make payment of the purchase
money on any application to make a cash entry
until the same shall have been approved by the
officer designated by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, but such payment shall be made within ten
days after notice of such approval.

(Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2562, §4, 34 Stat. 1245; June 10,
1921, ch. 18, title III, §304, 42 Stat. 24; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Pub. L.
108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 Stat. 814.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

This section, as originally enacted, related to receiv-
ers of public moneys for land districts. The office of re-
ceiver was consolidated with that of register by acts
Mar. 3, 1925, and Oct. 28, 1921, under which the office of
receiver was abolished. See, also, Transfer of Functions
note below.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
CHANGE OF NAME AND TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

“Government Accountability Office’” substituted in
text for ‘‘General Accounting Office’” pursuant to sec-
tion 8(b) of Pub. L. 108-271, set out as a note under sec-
tion 702 of Title 31, Money and Finance, which redesig-
nated the General Accounting Office and any references
thereto as the Government Accountability Office. Pre-
viously, ‘‘General Accounting Office’” substituted in
text for ‘‘proper officer of the Treasury Department’
pursuant to act June 10, 1921, which transferred all
powers and duties of the Comptroller, six auditors, and
certain other employees of the Treasury to the General
Accounting Office. See section 701 et seq. of Title 31.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘officer designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior’” substituted for ‘‘register’ on authority of sec-
tion 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out
under section 1 of this title.

§ 100. Disqualification

No officer shall receive evidence in, hear, or
determine any cause pending in any district
land office in which cause he is interested di-
rectly or indirectly, or has been of counsel, or
where he is related to any of the parties in inter-
est by consanguinity or affinity within the
fourth degree, computing by the rules adopted
by the common law.

(Jan. 11, 1894, ch. 10, §1, 28 Stat. 26; Oct. 28, 1921,
ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R.. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

This section, as originally enacted, was applicable to
both registers and receivers. The office of receiver was
abolished by acts Oct. 28, 1921, and Mar. 3, 1925, which
consolidated the two offices. See, also, Transfer of
Functions note below.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Word ‘‘officer’” substituted for ‘‘register’” on author-
ity of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note
set out under section 1 of this title.

§101. Report of disqualification; designation of
officer to act

It shall be the duty of every officer so dis-
qualified to report the fact of his disqualifica-
tion to the Secretary of the Interior or such offi-
cer as he may designate as soon as he shall as-
certain it, and before the hearing of such cause,
who thereupon, with the approval of the Sec-
retary of the Interior, shall designate some
other officer or special agent of the Land De-
partment to act in the place of the disqualified
officer, and the same authority is conferred on
the officer so designated which such officer
would otherwise have possessed to act in such
case.

(Jan. 11, 1894, ch. 10, §2, 28 Stat. 26; Oct. 28, 1921,
ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Statutory Notes and Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
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eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Word ‘‘officer’” substituted for ‘‘register’” and ‘‘Sec-
retary of the Interior or such officer as he may des-
ignate’” substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the General
Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan
No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of this
title.

Act Mar. 3, 1925, abolished office of surveyor general
and transferred administration of all activities in
charge of surveyors general to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§ 102. Attendance of witnesses

Officers of district land offices designated by
the Secretary of the Interior in all matters re-
quiring a hearing before them are authorized
and empowered to issue subpoenas directing the
attendance of witnesses, which subpoenas may
be served by any person by delivering a true
copy thereof to such witness, and when served,
witnesses shall be required to attend in obedi-
ence thereto: Provided, That if any subpoena be
served under the provisions of this section by
any person other than an officer authorized by
the laws of the United States, or of the State or
Territory in which the depositions are taken,
the service thereof shall be proved by the affi-
davit of the person serving the same: Provided
further, That said subpoenas shall be served
within the county in which attendance is re-
quired, and at least five days before attendance
is required.

(Jan. 31, 1903, ch. 344, §1, 32 Stat. 790; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

The original text of this section referred to both reg-
isters and receivers, but reference to the latter was
omitted in view of the abolition of such office under
acts Oct. 28, 1921, and Mar. 3, 1925, which provided for
the consolidation of the two offices under a register
only. See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Officers of district land offices designated by the
Secretary of the Interior’ substituted for ‘‘Registers of
the land office, or either of them,”’ on authority of sec-
tion 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out
under section 1 of this title.

§103. Witnesses’ fees

Witnesses shall have the right to receive their
fee for one day’s attendance and mileage in ad-
vance. The fees and mileage of witnesses shall be
the same as that provided by law in the district
courts of the United States in the district in
which such land offices are situated; and the
witness shall be entitled to receive his fee for at-
tendance in advance from day to day during the
hearing.
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§105

(Jan. 31, 1903, ch. 344, §2, 32 Stat. 790.)
§ 104. Disobedience to subpoena

Any person willfully neglecting or refusing
obedience to such subpoena, or neglecting or re-
fusing to appear and testify when subpoenaed,
his fees having been paid if demanded, shall be
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, for which he
shall be punished by indictment in the district
court of the United States or in the district
courts of the Territories exercising the jurisdic-
tion of district courts of the United States. The
punishment for such offense, upon conviction,
shall be a fine of not more than $200, or impris-
onment not to exceed ninety days, or both, at
the discretion of the court: Provided, That if
such witness has been prevented from obeying
such subpoena without fault upon his part he
shall not be punished under the provisions of
this section.

(Jan. 31, 1903, ch. 344, §3, 32 Stat. 790; Mar. 3,
1911, ch. 231, §291, 36 Stat. 1167.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Act Mar. 3, 1911, conferred the powers and duties of
the former circuit courts upon the district courts.

§105. Depositions of witnesses residing outside
county

Whenever the witness resides outside the
county in which the hearing occurs any party to
the proceeding may take the testimony of such
witness in the county of such witness’s residence
in the form of depositions by giving ten days’
written notice of the time and place of taking
such depositions to the opposite party or par-
ties. The depositions may be taken before any
United States magistrate judge, notary public,
judge, or clerk of a court of record. Subpoenas
for witnesses before the officer taking deposi-
tions may issue from the office of the officer
designated by the Secretary of the Interior or
may be issued by the officer taking the deposi-
tions, and disobedience thereof, as defined in
section 104 of this title, shall also be punished;
and the witness shall receive the same fees and
mileage and be subject to the same penalties in
all respects as in case of violation of a subpoena
to appear before the officer designated by the
Secretary of the Interior and subject to the
same limitations. The fees of the officer taking
the depositions shall be the same as those al-
lowed in the State or Territorial courts, and
shall be paid by the party taking the deposition,
and an itemized account of the fees shall be
made by the officer taking the depositions and
attached to the depositions.

(Jan. 31, 1903, ch. 344, §4, 32 Stat. 790; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Pub. L.
90-578, title IV, §402(b)(2), Oct. 17, 1968, 82 Stat.
1118; Pub. L. 101-650, title III, §321, Dec. 1, 1990,
104 Stat. 5117.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

The original text of this section referred to both reg-
isters and receivers, but reference to the latter was



§106

omitted in view of the abolition of such office under
acts Mar. 3, 1925, and Oct. 28, 1921, which provided for
the consolidation of the two offices under a register
only. See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

CHANGE OF NAME

“United States magistrate judge’ substituted in text
for “United States magistrate’ pursuant to section 321
of Pub. L. 101-650, set out as a note under section 631 of
Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. Previously,
“United States magistrate’” substituted for *“United
States commissioner’ pursuant to Pub. L. 90-578. See
chapter 43 (§631 et seq.) of Title 28.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘officer designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior” substituted for ‘‘register’” on authority of sec-
tion 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out
under section 1 of this title.

§106. Continuing taking of depositions in behalf
of opposite party

Whenever the taking of any depositions taken
in pursuance of section 105 of this title is con-
cluded the opposite party may proceed at once
at his own expense to take depositions in his
own behalf, at the same time and place and be-
fore the same officer: Provided, That he shall, be-
fore taking of the depositions in the first in-
stance is entered upon, give notice to the oppos-
ing party, or any agent or attorney representing
him in the taking of said depositions of his in-
tention to do so.

(Jan. 31, 1903, ch. 344, §5, 32 Stat. 791.)

§107. Penalty for false information

If any person applies to any officer designated
by the Secretary of the Interior to enter any
land whatever, and the officer knowingly and
falsely informs the person so applying that the
same has already been entered, and refuses to
permit the person so applying to enter the same,
such officer shall be liable therefor, to the per-
son so applying, for $6 for each acre of land
which the person so applying offered to enter, to
be recovered by action of debt in any court of
record having jurisdiction of the amount.

(R.S. §2247; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2247 derived from act July 4, 1836, ch. 352, §13,
5 Stat. 112.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
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power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

References to ‘‘register’” changed to ‘‘officer des-
ignated by the Secretary of the Interior’ and ‘‘officer”’
on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946.
See note set out under section 1 of this title.

CHAPTER 5—LAND DISTRICTS

Sec.

121. Discontinuance of land offices by President.

122. Discontinuance of land offices by Secretary of
the Interior.

123. Continuance of land offices when required by
public convenience.

123a. Continuation of existing land districts and of-
fices in Alaska; change of district bound-
aries, or discontinuance of districts; des-
ignation and location of land offices.

124. Consolidation of land offices.

125. Annexation of discontinued district to adja-
cent district.

126. Change of location of land offices.

127. Change of boundaries of land districts.

128. Division or change of boundaries; continu-
ance of business of original district.

129. Office rent and clerk hire for consolidated
land offices.

130. Entry of public lands in States where no land

offices exist.

§ 121. Discontinuance of land offices by President

Upon the recommendation of the Secretary of
the Interior, the President may order the dis-
continuance of any land office and the transfer
of any of its business and archives to any other
land office within the same State or Territory.

(R.S. §2252; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2252 derived from act May 30, 1862, ch. 86, §5, 12
Stat. 409.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
approved by’’’ omitted on authority of section 403 of
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section
1 of this title.

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS

For delegation to Secretary of the Interior of author-
ity vested in President by this section, see Ex. Ord. No.
10250, June 5, 1951, 16 F.R. 5385, set out as a note under
section 301 of Title 3, The President.

§ 122, Discontinuance of land offices by Secretary
of the Interior

Whenever the quantity of public land remain-
ing unsold in any land district is reduced to a
number of acres less than one hundred thousand,
it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to discontinue the land office of such dis-
trict; and if any land in any such district re-
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mains unsold at the time of the discontinuance
of a land office, the same shall be subject to sale
at some one of the existing land offices most
convenient to the district in which the land of-
fice has been discontinued, of which the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall give notice.

(R.S. §2248.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2248 derived from act June 12, 1840, ch. 36, §2, 5
Stat. 385.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§123. Continuance of land offices when required
by public convenience

The Secretary of the Interior may continue
any land district in which is situated the seat of
government of any one of the States, and may
continue the land office in such district, not-
withstanding the quantity of land unsold in such
district may not amount to one hundred thou-
sand acres, when, in his opinion, such continu-
ance is required by public convenience, or in
order to close the land system in such State.

(R.S. §2249.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2249 derived from act Sept. 4, 1841, ch. 16, §7, 5
Stat. 455.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

§123a. Continuation of existing land districts
and offices in Alaska; change of district
boundaries, or discontinuance of districts;
designation and location of land offices

Subject to the authority conferred upon the
Secretary of the Interior by this section, the
land districts and land offices existing in Alaska
on October 9, 1942 are continued. The Secretary
of the Interior is authorized and empowered in
his discretion to change the boundaries of, or
discontinue, any land district in Alaska, and in
lieu thereof to designate such land district, or
land region, as, in his opinion, is necessary for
the transaction of the business relating to the
public lands in the Territory and to designate or
change the location of any land office for such
land district or land region.

(Oct. 9, 1942, ch. 584, §6, 56 Stat. 779.)
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Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 365 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
LAND DISTRICTS AND LAND OFFICES CONTINUED

Provisions of acts Feb. 14, 1902, ch. 17, §1, 32 Stat. 20;
Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2537, §1, 34 Stat. 1232, which constituted
former section 365 of Title 48, Territories and Insular
Possessions, and were repealed by section 7 of Act Oct.
9, 1942, which enacted this section, read as follows:
““There shall be two land districts in Alaska, the bound-
aries of which shall be designated by the President, to
be known as the Nome land district and the Fairbanks
land district, with the land offices located, respec-
tively, at Nome, Alaska, and Fairbanks, Alaska, and
one other land district and land office, the location of
which shall be fixed by the President.”

§ 124. Consolidation of land offices

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the In-
terior to consolidate the district land offices
where practicable and consistent with the public
interests.

(Aug. 5, 1892, ch. 380, §1, 27 Stat. 368.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
APPROPRIATIONS

Act Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 208, 27 Stat. 591, required the Sec-
retary of the Interior to consolidate the district land
offices so as to bring the total compensation of the reg-
isters and receivers for the fiscal year 1894, within the
appropriation made therefor by the sundry Civil Appro-
priation Act for that year, which was fixed at $520,000.

§125. Annexation of discontinued district to ad-
jacent district

Whenever the cost of collecting the revenue
from the sales of the public lands in any land
district is as much as one-third of the whole
amount of revenue collected in such district, it
may be lawful for the President, if, in his opin-
ion, not incompatible with the public interest,
to discontinue the land office in such district,
and to annex the same to some other adjoining
land district.

(R.S. §2250.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2250 derived from act Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 97, §1, 10
Stat. 189, 194.

Executive Documents

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS

For delegation to Secretary of the Interior of author-
ity vested in President by this section, see Ex. Ord. No.
10250, June 5, 1951, 16 F.R. 5385, set out as a note under
section 301 of Title 3, The President.

§ 126. Change of location of land offices

The President is authorized to change the lo-
cation of the land offices in the several land dis-
tricts established by law, and to relocate the
same from time to time at such point in the dis-
trict as he deems expedient.
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(R.S. §2251.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2251 derived from acts Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 97, §1, 10
Stat. 204; Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 144, 10 Stat. 244.

Executive Documents

DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS

For delegation to Secretary of the Interior of author-
ity vested in President by this section, see Ex. Ord. No.
10250, June 5, 1951, 16 F.R. 5385, set out as a note under
section 301 of Title 3, The President.

§127. Change of boundaries of land districts

The President is authorized to change and re-
establish the boundaries of land districts when-
ever, in his opinion, the public interests will be
subserved thereby, without authority to in-
crease the number of land offices or land dis-
tricts.

(R.S. §2253.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2253 derived from act June 29, 1870, ch. 171, 16
Stat. 171.

Executive Documents
DELEGATION OF FUNCTIONS

For delegation to Secretary of the Interior of author-
ity vested in President by this section, see Ex. Ord. No.
10250, June 5, 1951, 16 F.R. 5385, set out as a note under
section 301 of Title 3, The President.

§ 128. Division or change of boundaries; continu-
ance of business of original district

In case of the division of existing land dis-
tricts by the erection of new ones, or by a
change of boundaries by the President, all busi-
ness in such original districts shall be enter-
tained and transacted without prejudice or
change, until the offices in the new districts are
duly opened by public announcement under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior. All
sales or disposals of the public lands heretofore
regularly made at any land office, after such
lands have been made part of another district by
any Act of Congress, or by any act of the Presi-
dent, are confirmed, provided the same are free
from conflict with prior valid rights.

(R.S. §2254.)

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2254 derived from act May 31, 1872, ch. 241, 17
Stat. 192.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.
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§ 129. Office rent and clerk hire for consolidated
land offices

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
make a reasonable allowance for office rent for
each consolidated land office; and when satisfied
of the necessity therefor, to approve the employ-
ment of one or more clerks, at a reasonable per
diem compensation, for such time as such cler-
ical force is absolutely required to keep up the
current public business, which clerical force
shall be paid out of the surplus fees authorized
to be charged by section 84! of this title, if any,
and if no surplus exists, then out of the appro-
priation for incidental expenses of district land
offices; but no clerk shall be so paid unless his
employment has been first sanctioned by the
Secretary of the Interior.

(R.S. §2255; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 84 of this title, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 86-649, title II, §202(b), July 14, 1960,
74 Stat. 507. See section 1734 of this title.

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2255 derived from act Feb. 18, 1861, ch. 38, §2, 12
Stat. 131.

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘“‘by the register’” following ‘‘to approve the
employment’”’ omitted on authority of section 403 of
Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section
1 of this title.

§130. Entry of public lands in States where no
land offices exist

Public lands situated in States in which there
are no land offices may be entered at the Bureau
of Land Management, subject to the provisions
of law touching the entry of public lands; and
the necessary proofs and affidavits required in
such cases may be made before some officer
competent to administer oaths, whose official
character shall be duly certified by the clerk of
a court of record. And moneys received by the
Secretary of the Interior, or such officer as he
may designate, for lands entered by cash entry
shall be covered into the Treasury.

(Mar. 3, 1877, ch. 102, §1, 19 Stat. 315; June 19,
1878, ch. 329, §1, 20 Stat. 201; 1946 Reorg. Plan No.
3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat.
1100.)

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-

1See References in Text note below.
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Bureau of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘“Gen-
eral Land Office’” and ‘‘Secretary of the Interior, or
such officer as he may designate,” substituted for
“Commissioner of the General Land Office”” on author-
ity of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note
set out under section 1 of this title.

CHAPTER 6—WITHDRAWAL FROM
SETTLEMENT, LOCATION, SALE, OR ENTRY

Sec.

141. Repealed.

142. Rights of occupants or claimants of oil- or
gas-bearing lands; exceptions to with-
drawals.

143. Repealed.

144. Entries on land withdrawn as valuable for oil
or gas validated.

145. Sale of lands withdrawn.

146. Patents to purchasers of lands withdrawn.

147. Disposition of proceeds of sale of withdrawn
lands.

148. Repealed.

149. Exchange of private lands included in Indian
reservation for other lands.

150. Withdrawals of land for Indian reservations
prohibited.

151. Opening of lands restored to entry after with-
drawals.

152. Restoration of lands previously withdrawn.

153. Reservation of lands in North Dakota.

154. Vacation of withdrawals under reclamation
law; lands valuable for minerals; reserva-
tion of rights, ways, and easements; rules
and regulations.

155. Withdrawal, reservation, or restriction of

public lands for defense purposes; ‘‘public
lands’ defined; exception.

156. Approval by Congress necessary for with-
drawal, reservation, or restriction of over
5,000 acres for any Department of Defense
project or facility.

157. Application for withdrawal, reservation, or
restriction; specifications.
158. Mineral resources on withdrawn lands; dis-

position and exploration.

§141. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, § 704(a),
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792

Section, act June 25, 1910, ch. 421, §1, 36 Stat. 847, au-
thorized the withdrawal and reservation of lands for
water-power sites and other purposes.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2792, provided that this section is repealed effective on
and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION
Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on

Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

Executive Documents
EX. ORD. NO. 10355. DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY

Ex. Ord. No. 10355, eff. May 26, 1952, 17 F.R. 4831, as
amended by Pub. L. 101-509, title V, §529 [title I,
§112(c)], Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1427, 1454, provided:

SECTION 1. (a) Subject to the provisions of subsections
(b), (¢), and (d) of this section, I hereby delegate to the
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Secretary of the Interior the authority vested in the
President by section 1 of the act of June 25, 1910, ch.
421, 36 Stat. 847 [this section], and the authority other-
wise vested in him to withdraw or reserve lands of the
public domain and other lands owned or controlled by
the United States in the continental United States or
Alaska for public purposes, including the authority to
modify or revoke withdrawals and reservations of such
lands heretofore or hereafter made.

(b) All orders issued by the Secretary of the Interior
under the authority of this order shall be designated as
public land orders and shall be submitted to the Divi-
sion of the Federal Register, General Services Adminis-
tration, for filing and for publication in the FEDERAL
REGISTER.

(¢) No order affecting land under the administrative
jurisdiction of any executive department or agency of
the Government other than the Department of the In-
terior shall be issued by the Secretary of the Interior
under the authority of this order without the prior ap-
proval or concurrence, so far as the order affects such
land, of the head of the department or agency con-
cerned, or of such officer of the department or agency
concerned as the head thereof may designate for such
purpose: Provided, that such officer is required to be ap-
pointed by the President by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate.

(d) Any disagreement between two or more executive
departments or agencies with respect to any proposed
withdrawal or reservation shall be referred to the Di-
rector of the Bureau of the Budget [now Office of Man-
agement and Budget] for consideration and adjustment.
The Director may, in his discretion, submit the matter
to the President for his determination.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
issue such rules and regulations, and to prescribe such
procedures, as he may from time to time deem nec-
essary or desirable for the exercise of the authority del-
egated to him by this order.

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
redelegate the authority delegated to him by this order
to one or more of the following-designated officers: the
Deputy Secretary of the Interior and the Assistant Sec-
retaries of the Interior.

SEC. 4. This order supersedes Executive Order No. 9337
of April 24, 1943, entitled ‘‘Authorizing the Secretary of
the Interior to Withdraw and Reserve Lands of the Pub-
lic Domain and Other Lands Owned or Controlled by
the United States’.

EX. ORD. NO. 12688. TRANSFER AUTHORITY
CHOCTAWHATCHEE NATIONAL FOREST, FLORIDA

Ex. Ord. No. 12688, Aug. 15, 1989, 54 F.R. 34129, pro-
vided:

By the authority vested in me as President by the
Constitution and laws of the United States of America,
including Pub. L. No. 668, 76th Cong., 3d Sess., 54 Stat.
655 (1940), to ensure that excess property under the con-
trol of the Department of Defense within and adjacent
to the Choctawhatchee National Forest, Florida, is
transferred to the Department of Agriculture for inclu-
sion in the National Forest, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows:

The Secretary of Defense is hereby delegated the
President’s authority under Pub. L. No. 668, 76th Cong.,
3d Sess., 54 Stat. 655 (1940), to transfer such property
within or adjacent to the boundaries of
Choctawhatchee National Forest, Florida, that is no
longer required for military purposes, to the Secretary
of Agriculture to be restored to national forest status.
To the extent this order delegates the President’s au-
thority under Pub. L. No. 668, 76th Cong., 3d Sess., 54
Stat. 655 (1940), to the Secretary of Defense, it super-
sedes Executive Order No. 10355 [set out above], which
delegates the President’s authority to revoke with-
drawals and reservations of public lands to the Sec-
retary of the Interior. The Secretary of Defense will
document the transaction by letter of transfer between
the Departments. The Secretary of Defense, 30 days
prior to taking any action to transfer property pursu-
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ant to this order, shall notify the Secretary of the Inte-
rior of the effective date and time for ‘‘opening’’ of the
lands to relevant land laws. The authority delegated by
this order may be further redelegated within the De-
partment of Defense.

GEORGE BUSH.

§ 142. Rights of occupants or claimants of oil- or
gas-bearing lands; exceptions to withdrawals

This section and section 1411 of this title shall
not be construed as a recognition, abridgment,
or enlargement of any asserted rights or claims
initiated upon any oil- or gas-bearing lands after
any withdrawal of such lands made prior to June
25, 1910: And provided further, That there shall be
excepted from the force and effect of any with-
drawal made under the provisions of this section
and section 1411 of this title all lands which are,
on the date of such withdrawal, embraced in any
lawful homestead or desert-land entry thereto-
fore made, or upon which any valid settlement
has been made and is at said date being main-
tained and perfected pursuant to law; but the
terms of this proviso shall not continue to apply
to any particular tract of land unless the
entryman or settler shall continue to comply
with the law under which the entry or settle-
ment was made.

(June 25, 1910, ch. 421, §2, 36 Stat. 847; Aug. 24,
1912, ch. 369, 37 Stat. 497; Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 141 of this title, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976,
90 Stat. 2792.

CODIFICATION

Act Aug. 24, 1912, substituted ‘‘metalliferous min-
erals’” for ‘‘minerals other than coal, oil, gas, and
phosphates” in the first clause of this section, and
“June 25, 1910 for ‘‘the passage of this Act’’ in the sec-
ond proviso of this section.

In the last proviso of this section, ‘‘national forest”
substituted for ‘‘forest reserve’, in view of act Mar. 4,
1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1269, providing that forest re-
serves should be known as national forests.

The provisions of the last proviso of this section were
also classified to section 471 of Title 16, Conservation.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-579 struck out provisions that all
lands withdrawn under the act of June 25, 1910, be open
to exploration, occupation, and purchase under the
mineral laws of the United States in respect to min-
erals other than coal, oil, gas, and phosphates and that
no national forest be created or additions thereto made
to those created before Aug. 24, 1912, in Oregon, Wash-
ington, Idaho, Montana, Colorado, or Wyoming, except
by Act of Congress.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2792, provided that the amendment made by section
704(a) is effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as
terminating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., exist-

1See References in Text note below.
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ing on Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set
out as a note under section 1701 of this title.

§143. Repealed. Pub. L. 86-533, §1(14), June 29,
1960, 74 Stat. 248

Section, act June 25, 1910, ch. 421, §3, 36 Stat. 848, re-
quired Secretary of the Interior to report withdrawals
to Congress.

§ 144, Entries on land withdrawn as valuable for
oil or gas validated

Entries existing on February 7, 1925, and al-
lowed prior to April 1, 1924, under the Stock
Raising Homestead Act of December 29, 1916
(Thirty-ninth Statutes at Large, page 862) [43
U.S.C. 291 et seq.], for land withdrawn as valu-
able for oil or gas, but not otherwise reserved or
withdrawn, are validated, if otherwise regular:
Provided, That at date of entry the land was not
within the limits of the geologic structure of a
producing oil or gas field.

(Feb. 7, 1925, ch. 147, §12, 43 Stat. 812.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Stock Raising Homestead Act of December 29,
1916, referred to in text, is act Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, 39
Stat. 862, as amended, which was classified generally to
subchapter X (§291 et seq.) of chapter 7 of this title and
was repealed by Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §§702, 704(a),
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787, 2792, except for sections 9 and
11 which are classified to sections 299 and 301, respec-
tively, of this title. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 291 of this title and Tables.

§ 145. Sale of lands withdrawn

Whenever in the opinion of the Secretary of
the Interior any lands which have been with-
drawn under the provisions of sections 1411 and
142 of this title for the purpose of exploratory
drilling to discover water supplies for irrigation
or other purposes, and which have had wells or
other permanent improvements placed thereon
by and at the expense of the United States are
no longer needed for the purpose for which they
were withdrawn and improved, the Secretary of
the Interior may appraise the lands, together
with the improvements thereon, and thereafter
sell the same to a citizen of the United States
for not less than the appraised value at public
auction to the highest bidder, after giving public
notice of the time and place of sale by posting
upon the land and publication for not less than
thirty days in a newspaper of general circula-
tion in the vicinity of the land.

(Jan. 26, 1921, ch. 27, §1, 41 Stat. 1089.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 141 of this title, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976,
90 Stat. 2792.

§ 146. Patents to purchasers of lands withdrawn

Upon payment of the purchase price the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized by appro-

1See References in Text note below.
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priate patent to convey all the right, title, and
interest in and to said lands to the purchaser at
said sale, subject, however, to such reservations,
limitations, or conditions as said Secretary may
deem proper: Provided, That not over one hun-
dred and sixty acres shall be sold to any one per-
son: Provided further, That any patent issued
hereunder shall contain a reservation to the
United States of all oil, gas, coal, and other
mineral.

(Jan. 26, 1921, ch. 27, §2, 41 Stat. 1089.)

§147. Disposition of proceeds of sale of with-
drawn lands

The moneys derived from the sale of such
lands and improvements shall be disposed of as
are other receipts from the sale and disposal of
public lands.

(Jan. 26, 1921, ch. 27, §3, 41 Stat. 1090.)

§ 148. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, § 704(a),
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792

Section, acts June 25, 1910, ch. 431, §13, 36 Stat. 858;
June 29, 1960, Pub. L. 86-533, §1(13), 74 Stat. 248, author-
ized withdrawal of lands in Indian reservations for
power or reservation sites.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2792, provided that the repeal made by section 704(a) is
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§149. Exchange of private lands included in In-
dian reservation for other lands

Any private land over which an Indian res-
ervation has been extended by Executive order,
may be exchanged at the discretion of the Sec-
retary of the Interior and at the expense of the
owner thereof and under such rules and regula-
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of
the Interior, for vacant, nonmineral, nontim-
bered, surveyed public lands of equal area and
value and situated in the same State or Terri-
tory.

(Apr. 21, 1904, ch. 1402, §1, 33 Stat. 211.)

§150. Withdrawals of land for Indian reserva-
tions prohibited

No public lands of the United States shall be
withdrawn by Executive Order, proclamation, or
otherwise, for or as an Indian reservation except
by act of Congress.

(June 30, 1919, ch. 4, §27, 41 Stat. 34.)

§151. Opening of lands restored to entry after
withdrawals

When public lands are excluded from national
forests or released from withdrawals the Presi-
dent may, whenever in his judgment it is proper
or necessary, provide for the opening of the
lands by settlement in advance of entry, by
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drawing, or by such other method as he may
deem advisable in the interest of equal oppor-
tunity and good administration, and in doing so
may provide that lands so opened shall be sub-
ject only to homestead entry by actual settlers
only or to entry under the desert-land laws for
a period not exceeding ninety days, the
unentered lands to be thereafter subject to dis-
position under the public-land laws applicable
thereto.

(Sept. 30, 1913, ch. 15, §1, 38 Stat. 113.)
§ 152. Restoration of lands previously withdrawn

Where under the law the Secretary of the Inte-
rior is authorized or directed to make restora-
tion of lands previously withdrawn he may also
restrict the restoration as prescribed in section
151 of this title.

(Sept. 30, 1913, ch. 15, §2, 38 Stat. 114.)
§ 153. Reservation of lands in North Dakota

Upon receipt of a proper deed from the State
of North Dakota, executed under authority of
the act of its legislative assembly, approved
February b5, 1915, reconveying to the TUnited
States title to section 16, township 138 north,
range 81 west, fifth principal meridian, the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized to issue pat-
ents to said State for such vacant, surveyed, un-
reserved, unoccupied, nonmineral public lands
as may be selected by said State within its
boundaries, not exceeding one thousand two
hundred and eighty acres in aggregate area, and
said section when so reconveyed shall not be
subject to settlement, location, entry, or selec-
tion under the public land laws, but shall be re-
served for the use of the Department of Agri-
culture in carrying on experiments in dry-land
agriculture at the Northern Great Plains Field
Station, Mandan, North Dakota.

(July 3, 1916, ch. 219, 39 Stat. 344.)

§ 154. Vacation of withdrawals under reclamation
law; lands valuable for minerals; reservation
of rights, ways, and easements; rules and reg-
ulations

Where public lands of the United States have
been withdrawn for possible use for construction
purposes under the Federal reclamation laws,
and are known or believed to be valuable for
minerals and would, if not so withdrawn, be sub-
ject to location and patent under the general
mining laws, the Secretary of the Interior, when
in his opinion the rights of the United States
will not be prejudiced thereby, may, in his dis-
cretion, open the land to location, entry, and
patent under the general mining laws, reserving
such ways, rights, and easements over or to such
lands as may be prescribed by him and as may
be deemed necessary or appropriate, including
the right to take and remove from such lands
construction materials for use in the construc-
tion of irrigation works, and/or the said Sec-
retary may require the execution of a contract
by the intending locator or entryman as a condi-
tion precedent to the vesting of any rights in
him, when in the opinion of the Secretary same
may be necessary for the protection of the irri-
gation interests. Such reservations or contract
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rights may be in favor of the United States or ir-
rigation concerns cooperating or contracting
with the United States and operating in the vi-
cinity of such lands. The Secretary may pre-
scribe the form of such contract which shall be
executed and acknowledged and recorded in the
county records and United States local land of-
fice by any locator or entryman of such land be-
fore any rights in their favor attach thereto, and
the locator or entryman executing such con-
tract shall undertake such indemnifying cov-
enants and shall grant such rights over such
lands as in the opinion of the Secretary may be
necessary for the protection of Federal or pri-
vate irrigation in the vicinity. Notice of such
reservation or of the necessity of executing such
prescribed contract shall be filed in the Bureau
of Land Management and in the appropriate
local land office, and notations thereof shall be
made upon the appropriate tract books, and any
location or entry thereafter made upon or for
such lands, and any patent therefor shall be sub-
ject to the terms of such contract and/or to such
reserved ways, rights, or easements and such
entry or patent shall contain a reference there-
to.

The Secretary of the Interior may prescribe
such rules and regulations as may be necessary
to enable him to enforce the provisions of this
section.

(Apr. 23, 1932, ch. 134, §§1, 2, 47 Stat. 136, 137; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R.
7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

Executive Documents
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Bureau of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘“Gen-
eral Land Office’” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§155. Withdrawal, reservation, or restriction of
public lands for defense purposes; “public
lands” defined; exception

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law,
except in time of war or national emergency
hereafter declared by the President or the Con-
gress, on and after February 28, 1958 the provi-
sions hereof shall apply to the withdrawal and
reservation for, restriction of, and utilization
by, the Department of Defense for defense pur-
poses of the public lands of the United States,
including public lands in the Territories of Alas-
ka and Hawaii: Provided, That—

(1) for the purposes of this Act, the term
“public lands” shall be deemed to include,
without limiting the meaning thereof, Federal
lands and waters of the Outer Continental
Shelf, as defined in section 1331 of this title,
and Federal lands and waters off the coast of
the Territories of Alaska and Hawaii;

(2) nothing in this Act shall be deemed to be
applicable to the withdrawal or reservation of
public lands specifically as naval petroleum,
naval oil shale, or naval coal reserves;
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(3) nothing in this Act shall be deemed to be
applicable to the warning areas over the Fed-
eral lands and waters of the Outer Continental
Shelf and Federal lands and waters off the
coast of the Territory of Alaska reserved for
use of the military departments prior to Au-
gust 7, 1953, and

(4) nothing in this section, section 156, or
section 157 of this title shall be deemed to be
applicable either to those reservations or
withdrawals which expired due to the ending
of the unlimited national emergency of May
27, 1941, and which subsequent to such expira-
tion have been and are now used by the mili-
tary departments with the concurrence of the
Department of the Interior, or to the with-
drawal of public domain lands of the Marine
Corps Training Center, Twentynine Palms,
California, and the naval gunnery ranges in
the State of Nevada designated as Basic Black
Rock and Basic Sahwave Mountain.

(Pub. L. 85-337, §1, Feb. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 27.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in pars. (1), (2), and (3), is Pub.
L. 85-337, Feb. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 27, which enacted sec-
tions 155 to 1568 of this title and section 2671 of Title 10,
Armed Forces, and amended section 472 of former Title
40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables.

Executive Documents

ADMISSION OF ALASKA AND HAWAII TO STATEHOOD

Alaska was admitted into the Union on Jan. 3, 1959,
on issuance of Proc. No. 3269, Jan. 3, 1959, 24 F.R. 81, 73
Stat. cl16, and Hawaii was admitted into the Union on
Aug. 21, 1959, on issuance of Proc. No. 3309, Aug. 21, 1959,
24 F.R. 6868, 73 Stat. c74. For Alaska Statehood Law,
see Pub. L. 85-508, July 7, 1958, 72 Stat. 339, set out as
a note preceding section 21 of Title 48, Territories and
Insular Possessions. For Hawaii Statehood Law, see
Pub. L. 86-3, Mar. 18, 1959, 73 Stat. 4, set out as a note
preceding section 491 of Title 48.

§156. Approval by Congress necessary for with-
drawal, reservation, or restriction of over
5,000 acres for any Department of Defense
project or facility

No public land, water, or land and water area
shall, except by Act of Congress, on and after
February 28, 1958 be (1) withdrawn from settle-
ment, location, sale, or entry for the use of the
Department of Defense for defense purposes; (2)
reserved for such use; or (3) restricted from oper-
ation of the mineral leasing provisions of the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act [43 U.S.C.
1331 et seq.], if such withdrawal, reservation, or
restriction would result in the withdrawal, res-
ervation, or restriction of more than five thou-
sand acres in the aggregate for any one defense
project or facility of the Department of Defense
since February 28, 1958, or since the last pre-
vious Act of Congress which withdrew, reserved,
or restricted public land, water, or land and
water area for that project or facility, which-
ever is later.

(Pub. L. 85-337, §2, Feb. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 28.)
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Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, referred to in
text, is act Aug. 7, 1953, ch. 345, 67 Stat. 462, as amend-
ed, which is classified generally to subchapter III (§1331
et seq.) of chapter 29 of this title. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note
set out under section 1301 of this title and Tables.

§157. Application for withdrawal, reservation, or
restriction; specifications

Any application filed on and after February 28,
1958 for a withdrawal, reservation, or restric-
tion, the approval of which will, under section
156 of this title, require an Act of Congress, shall
specify—

(1) the name of the requesting agency and
intended using agency;

(2) location of the area involved, to include
a detailed description of the exterior bound-
aries and excepted areas, if any, within such
proposed withdrawal, reservation, or restric-
tion;

(3) gross land and water acreage within the
exterior boundaries of the requested with-
drawal, reservation, or restriction, and net
public land, water, or public land and water
acreage covered by the application;

(4) the purpose or purposes for which the
area is proposed to be withdrawn, reserved, or
restricted, or if the purpose or purposes are
classified for mnational security reasons, a
statement to that effect;

(5) whether the proposed use will result in
contamination of any or all of the requested
withdrawal, reservation, or restriction area,
and if so, whether such contamination will be
permanent or temporary;

(6) the period during which the proposed
withdrawal, reservation, or restriction will
continue in effect;

(7 whether, and if so to what extent, the
proposed use will affect continuing full oper-
ation of the public land laws and Federal regu-
lations relating to conservation, utilization,
and development of mineral resources, timber
and other material resources, grazing re-
sources, fish and wildlife resources, water re-
sources, and scenic, wilderness, and recreation
and other values; and

(8) if effecting the purpose for which the area
is proposed to be withdrawn, reserved, or re-
stricted, will involve the use of water in any
State, whether, subject to existing rights
under law, the intended using agency has ac-
quired, or proposes to acquire, rights to the
use thereof in conformity with State laws and
procedures relating to the control, appropria-
tion, use, and distribution of water.

(Pub. L. 85-337, §3, Feb. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 28.)

§ 158. Mineral resources on withdrawn lands; dis-
position and exploration

All withdrawals or reservations of public lands
for the use of any agency of the Department of
Defense, except lands withdrawn or reserved spe-
cifically as naval petroleum, naval oil shale, or
naval coal reserves, heretofore or hereafter
made by the United States, shall be deemed to
be subject to the condition that all minerals, in-
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§§161 to 164

cluding oil and gas, in the lands so withdrawn or
reserved are under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior and there shall be no dis-
position of, or exploration for, any minerals in
such lands except under the applicable public
land mining and mineral leasing laws: Provided,
That no disposition of, or exploration for, any
minerals in such lands shall be made where the
Secretary of Defense, after consultation with
the Secretary of the Interior, determines that
such disposition or exploration is inconsistent
with the military use of the lands so withdrawn
or reserved.

(Pub. L. 85-337, §6, Feb. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 30.)
CHAPTER 7—HOMESTEADS
SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec.
161 to 176. Repealed or Transferred.

177. Patents for lands in New Mexico held under
color of title.

178. Patents for lands in New Mexico; lands con-
tiguous to Spanish or Mexican land grants.

179, 180. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER II—RIGHT OF PARTICULAR
PERSONS TO MAKE ENTRY

181 to 191. Repealed.
SUBCHAPTER III—LANDS SUBJECT TO ENTRY

201 to 208. Repealed.

209. Extension of public-land laws to certain lands
in Oklahoma.

210. Recognition of equitable claims on certain
lands in Oklahoma; validation of homestead
entries.

SUBCHAPTER IV—LIMITATION AS TO AMOUNT
AND ADDITIONAL AND ENLARGED ENTRIES

211 to 224. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER V—LEAVES OF ABSENCE AND EX-
CUSES FOR NONRESIDENCE OR NONCULTIVA-
TION

231 to 243a. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER VI—FINAL PROOF GENERALLY

251 to 256b. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER VII—PAYMENTS AND REFUNDS

261 to 263. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER VIII—ALASKA HOMESTEADS
270 to 270-11. Repealed.
270-12. Disposal by United States of coal, oil, or gas
deposits reserved to United States; entry,
reentry, etc., on lands for prospecting, min-

ing, and removal.
270-13 to 270-17. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER IX—SOLDIERS’ AND SAILORS’
HOMESTEAD

271 to 284. Repealed.
SUBCHAPTER X—STOCK-RAISING HOMESTEAD

291 to 298. Repealed.

299. Reservation of coal and mineral rights.
300. Repealed.

301. Rules and regulations.

302. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS

§§161 to 164. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 161, R.S. §2289; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §5, 26
Stat. 1097, related to entry of unappropriated public
lands.
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Section 162, R.S. §2290; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §5, 26
Stat. 1097; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3,
1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403,
eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to
application for entry on public lands, and contents for
affidavit for application.

Section 163, R.S. §2295; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403,
eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to
record of application, registration, and return to Bu-
reau of Land Management.

Section 164, R.S. §2291; June 6, 1912, ch. 153, 37 Stat.
123, related to issuance, etc., of certificate or patent for
entered lands.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§ 165. Transferred

Editorial Notes

CODIFICATION

Section, act Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §7, 26 Stat. 1098,
which related to suspension of entries for correction of
clerical errors, was transferred to section 1165 of this
title, prior to editorial reclassification as section 2505
of this title.

§§166 to 175. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 166, acts May 14, 1880, ch. 89, §3, 21 Stat. 141;
June 6, 1900, ch. 821, 31 Stat. 683; Aug. 9, 1912, ch. 280, 37
Stat. 267, related to time for settlers to file application
and for perfection of entry, marriage of entrywoman,
and preferential right of entry.

Section 167, acts Apr. 6, 1914, ch. 51, 38 Stat. 312; Mar.
1, 1921, ch. 90, 41 Stat. 1193, related to marriage of
entryman to entrywoman.

Section 168, act Oct. 17, 1914, ch. 325, 38 Stat. 740, re-
lated to marriage of entrywoman to alien.

Section 169, R.S. §2297; Mar. 3, 1881, ch. 153, 21 Stat.
511; June 6, 1912, ch. 153, 37 Stat. 124; 1946 Reorg. Plan
No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100,
related to failure to establish residence and reversion
of entered lands to Federal Government.

Section 170, act Oct. 22, 1914, ch. 335, 38 Stat. 766, re-
lated to rights of wife on abandonment by husband.

Section 171, R.S. §2292, related to rights inuring to in-
fant children on death of both mother and father.

Section 172, act June 8, 1880, ch. 136, 21 Stat. 166; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to effect of insanity of settlers
upon claims.

Section 173, R.S. §2301; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §6, 26
Stat. 1098; June 3, 1896, ch. 312, §2, 29 Stat. 197, related
to commutations of entries after 14 months from date
of settlement.

Section 174, R.S. §2288; Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §§3, 4, 26
Stat. 1097; Mar. 3, 1905, ch. 1424, 33 Stat. 991, related to
right to transfer claims.

Section 175, R.S. §2296; Apr. 28, 1922, ch. 155, 42 Stat.
502, related to exemption from execution of homestead
land.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§176. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, § 705(a),
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792

Section, act Mar. 2, 1895, ch. 174, §§1-3, 28 Stat. 744,
provided for appointment of court commissioners for
certain Territories.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §705(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2792, provided that the repeal made by section 705(a) is
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§177. Patents for lands in New Mexico held
under color of title

Whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction
of the Secretary of the Interior that a tract or
tracts of public land, not known to be mineral,
in the State of New Mexico, not exceeding in the
aggregate one hundred and sixty acres, has or
have been held in good faith and in peaceful, ad-
verse possession by a citizen of the United
States, his ancestors or grantors, for more than
twenty years under claim or color of title, and
that valuable improvements have been placed on
such land, or some part thereof has been reduced
to cultivation, the Secretary may, in his discre-
tion, upon the payment of $1.25 per acre, cause
a patent or patents to issue for such land to any
such citizen: Provided, That where the area or
areas so held by any such citizen is in excess of
one hundred and sixty acres the Secretary may
determine what particular subdivisions, not ex-
ceeding one hundred and sixty acres in the ag-
gregate, to any such citizen may be patented
under this section: Provided further, That the
term ‘‘citizen” as used in this section shall be
held to include a corporation organized under
the laws of the United States or any State or
Territory thereof.

(June 8, 1926, ch. 501, 44 Stat. 709.)

§178. Patents for lands in New Mexico; lands
contiguous to Spanish or Mexican land
grants

Whenever it shall be shown to the satisfaction
of the Secretary of the Interior that a tract or
tracts of public land, contiguous to a Spanish or
Mexican land grant, in the State of New Mexico,
not exceeding in the aggregate one hundred and
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sixty acres, has or have been held in good faith
and in peaceful, adverse possession by a citizen
of the United States, his ancestors or grantors,
for more than twenty years under claim or color
of title, and that valuable improvements have
been placed on such land, or some part thereof
has been reduced to cultivation, the Secretary
may, in his discretion, upon the payment of $1.25
per acre, cause a patent or patents to issue for
such land to any such citizens: Provided, That
where the area or areas so held by any such cit-
izen is in excess of one hundred and sixty acres
the Secretary may determine what particular
subdivisions, not exceeding one hundred and
sixty acres in the aggregate, to any such citizen
may be patented hereunder: Provided further,
That coal and all other minerals contained
therein are reserved to the United States; that
said coal and other minerals shall be subject to
sale or disposal by the United States under ap-
plicable leasing and mineral land laws, and per-
mittees, lessees, or grantees of the United
States shall have the right to enter upon said
lands for the purpose of prospecting for and min-
ing such deposits: Provided further, That the
term ‘‘citizen’, as used in this section, shall be
held to include a corporation organized under
the laws of the United States or any State or
Territory thereof.

(Feb. 23, 1932, ch. 52, 47 Stat. 53.)

§§179, 180. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 179, act May 17, 1900, ch. 479, §1, 31 Stat. 179,
related to free homesteads to settlers, commutation
rights, and payment to Indians.

Section 180, act Jan. 26, 1901, ch. 180, 31 Stat. 740, re-
lated to extension of right of settlers to commute
entry.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER II—RIGHT OF PARTICULAR
PERSONS TO MAKE ENTRY

§181. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, §1, 46 Stat.
1029

Section, act June 5, 1900, ch. 716, §3, 31 Stat. 270, pro-
vided that a person making an entry which was lost or
forfeited should be entitled to benefits of homestead
laws as though the former entry had not been made.
See section 182 of this title.

§§182 to 191. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 182, act Sept. 5, 1914, ch. 294, 38 Stat. 712, re-
lated to entry after forfeiture of prior entry without
fault.
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Section 183, R.S. §2300; Aug. 31, 1918, ch. 166, §8, 40
Stat. 957; Sept. 13, 1918, ch. 173, 40 Stat. 960, related to
minor veterans, service in military establishment, and
relinquishment of entries.

Section 184, R.S. §2302, prohibited discrimination
based on race or color in construction or execution of
certain laws.

Section 185, acts May 14, 1880, ch. 89, §2, 21 Stat. 141;
Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §4, 26 Stat. 1097; July 26, 1892, ch.
251, 27 Stat. 270; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to preference
right of entry of successful contestants.

Sections 186, acts Feb. 14, 1920, ch. 76, §§1, 2, 41 Stat.
434, 435; Jan. 21, 1922, ch. 32, §§1, 2, 42 Stat. 358; Dec. 28,
1922, ch. 19, 42 Stat. 1067; June 12, 1930, ch. 471, 46 Stat.
580, related to preference right of entry of veterans, and
promulgation of rules and regulations.

Section 187, act Feb. 25, 1925, ch. 326, 43 Stat. 981, re-
lated to entrants on ceded Indian reservations.

Section 187a, act June 21, 1934, ch. 690, 48 Stat. 1185,
related to new homestead entry on ceded Indian res-
ervations.

Section 187b, act May 22, 1902, ch. 821, §2, 32 Stat. 203,
related to second homestead entry by certain settlers.

Section 188, act June 5, 1900, ch. 716, §3, 31 Stat. 270,
related to purchaser of Flathead Indian land, Montana.

Section 189, act Mar. 3, 1875, ch. 131, §15, 18 Stat. 420,
related to Indians abandoning tribal relations and con-
sequences thereof.

Section 190, act July 4, 1884, ch. 180, §1, 23 Stat. 96, re-
lated to patents for Indians located on public lands.

Section 190a, act Mar. 1, 1933, ch. 160, §1, 47 Stat. 1418,
related to Indian allotments or homesteads in San
Juan County, Utah.

Section 191, R.S. §§2310, 2311, related to entry, etc.,
rights, of Stockbridge Munsee Indians.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER III—-LANDS SUBJECT TO
ENTRY

§§201 to 208. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 201, R.S. §2302, prohibited entry and settle-
ment of mineral lands under this chapter.

Section 202, acts May 14, 1880, ch. 89, §1, 21 Stat. 140;
Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §4, 26 Stat. 1097; Mar. 3, 1893, ch.
208, 27 Stat. 593; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to relin-
quished entries.

Section 203, acts June 13, 1902, ch. 1080, §§1-3, 32 Stat.
384; Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1269, related to appli-
cability of homestead laws to Ute Indian Reservation
in Colorado.

Section 204, act Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 191, 20 Stat. 472, re-
lated to entries on even sections within railroad and
other grants.

Section 205, act July 1, 1879, ch. 60, 21 Stat. 46, related
to entries on odd sections within railroad and other
grants in Missouri and Arkansas.

Section 206, act May 6, 1886, ch. 88, 24 Stat. 22, related
to patents for additional entries within railway limits.

Section 207, act Aug. 21, 1916, ch. 361, 39 Stat. 518, au-
thorized disposition of all agricultural lands within
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military reservations in Nevada under homestead and
desert-land laws.

Section 208, act June 3, 1924, ch. 240, 43 Stat. 357, au-
thorized acquisition of all unreserved public lands
within the Columbia or Moses Reserve in Washington
to be acquired under laws applicable to public domain.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§209. Extension of public-land laws to certain
lands in Oklahoma

The public-land laws of the United States be,
and the same are, extended to the public lands
in that part of the Red River between the medial
line and the south bank of the river, in Okla-
homa, between the ninety-eighth meridian and
the east boundary of the territory established as
Greer County by the Act of May 4, 1896 (29 Stat.
113): Provided, That such lands shall not be sub-
ject to disposition, settlement, or occupation
until after the same have been classified and
opened to entry, and other disposal by the Sec-
retary of the Interior according to law.

(June 22, 1948, ch. 605, §1, 62 Stat. 576.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The public-land laws of the United States, referred to
in text, are classified generally to this title.

Act of May 4, 1896, referred to in text, is act May 4,
1896, ch. 155, 29 Stat. 113, which is not classified to the
Code.

§210. Recognition of equitable claims on certain
lands in Oklahoma; validation of homestead
entries

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized and
directed to recognize equitable claims to such
lands based on settlement made prior to Janu-
ary 1, 1934, and all homestead entries of such
lands, the allowance of which was erroneous be-
cause the lands were not subject to entry, and
all suspended entries and applications to make
final proof, are validated if otherwise regular, as
of the date of the regular application.

(June 22, 1948, ch. 605, §2, 62 Stat. 576.)

SUBCHAPTER IV—LIMITATION AS TO
AMOUNT AND ADDITIONAL AND EN-
LARGED ENTRIES

§§211 to 224. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§ 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 211, R.S. §2298,
amount of homestead entry.

Section 212, acts Aug. 30, 1890, ch. 837, §1, 26 Stat. 391;
Mar. 3, 1891, ch. 561, §17, 26 Stat. 1101, related to limita-
tion of aggregate amount of entries.

related to limitation of
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Section 213, acts Apr. 28, 1904, ch. 1776, §§2, 3, 33 Stat.
527; Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 521, 64 Stat. 398, related to addi-
tional entry on land contiguous to former entry of less
than quarter section.

Section 214, acts Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 381, §6, 25 Stat. 854;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to additional
entry after final proof on entry on less than quarter
section.

Section 215, act Feb. 20, 1917, ch. 98, 39 Stat. 925, re-
lated to additional entry after patent on entry for less
than quarter section.

Section 216, act Mar. 4, 1921, ch. 162, §1, 41 Stat. 1433,
related to validation of additional entry after patent.

Section 217, act June 5, 1900, ch. 716, §2, 31 Stat. 269,
related to additional entry after commutation of
former entry.

Section 218, acts Feb. 19, 1909, ch. 160, §§1-6, 35 Stat.
639; June 6, 1912, ch. 153, 37 Stat. 123; June 13, 1912, ch.
166, 37 Stat. 132; Feb. 11, 1913, ch. 39, 37 Stat. 666; Mar.
3, 1915, ch. 84, 38 Stat. 953; Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 91, 38 Stat.
957; Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 150, §2, 38 Stat. 1163; July 3, 1916,
ch. 220, 39 Stat. 344, set forth provisions relating to en-
larged entries on specified nonmineral, nonirrigable
lands in certain States.

Section 219, acts June 17, 1910, ch. 298, §§1-6, 36 Stat.
531, 532; Feb. 11, 1913, ch. 39, 37 Stat. 666; Mar. 3, 1915, ch.
91, 38 Stat. 957; Sept. 5, 1916, ch. 440, 39 Stat. 724; Aug.
10, 1917, ch. 52, §10, 40 Stat. 275, set forth provisions re-
lating to enlarged entries on specified nonmineral, non-
irrigable lands in Idaho.

Section 220, act Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 150, §1, 38 Stat. 1162,
1163; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, set forth procedures for applica-
tions for entries under sections 218 and 219 of this title.

Section 221, act Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 150, §2, 38 Stat. 1163,
was transferred to part of section 218 of this title, and
subsequently repealed.

Section 222, act Mar. 4, 1923, ch. 245, §1, 42 Stat. 1445,
authorized additional entries by homestead entrymen
on lands in national forests in the States covered by
former sections 218 and 219 of this title.

Section 223, acts May 14, 1880, ch. 89, §3, 21 Stat. 141;
June 6, 1900, ch. 821, 31 Stat. 683; Aug. 9, 1912, ch. 280, 37
Stat. 267, authorized preference of settlers to entries
under Enlarged Homestead Act for lands covered by
former sections 218 and 219 of this title.

Section 224, acts Apr. 28, 1904, ch. 1801, §§1-3, 33 Stat.
547, 548; Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2527, §§1-3, 34 Stat. 1224; May
29, 1908, ch. 220, §7, 35 Stat. 466; Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 371, 37
Stat. 499, extended limitation on entries within certain
boundaries in Nebraska.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION
Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on

Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER V—LEAVES OF ABSENCE
AND EXCUSES FOR NONRESIDENCE OR
NONCULTIVATION

§§231 to 240. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 231, acts Aug. 22, 1914, ch. 270, 38 Stat. 704;
Feb. 25, 1919, ch. 21, 40 Stat. 1153; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114,
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§1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to optional leaves of absence and
proof of commutation.

Section 232, act July 3, 1916, ch. 214, 39 Stat. 341, re-
lated to settlers on unsurveyed land.

Section 233, acts Sept. 29, 1919, ch. 64, 41 Stat. 288;
Apr. 6, 1922, ch. 122, §2, 42 Stat. 491, related to residence
of persons receiving treatment for wounds.

Section 234, acts Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 381, §3, 25 Stat. 854;
Dec. 29, 1894, ch. 14, 28 Stat. 599; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1,
42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to destruction or failure of crops,
sickness, or unavoidable casualty.

Section 235, act July 1, 1879, ch. 63, §1, 21 Stat. 48; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to destruction or injury to crops
by grasshoppers.

Section 236, act Dec. 20, 1917, ch. 6, 40 Stat. 430, al-
lowed persons who filed applications for homestead
entry prior to Dec. 20, 1917, a leave of absence from
their land during pendency of war with Germany for
purpose of performing farm labor.

Section 237, act July 24, 1919, ch. 26, 41 Stat. 271, ex-
cused entrymen from residence during drought in 1919.

Section 237a, act Mar. 2, 1932, ch. 69, 47 Stat. 59, ex-
cused entrymen from residence during drought period
of 1929 to 1932.

Section 237b, act May 21, 1934, ch. 320, 48 Stat. 787, ex-
cused entrymen from compliance with requirements of
homestead laws as to residence, cultivation, improve-
ments, expenditures or purchase money where absence
was due to economic conditions in 1932, 1933 or 1934.

Section 237c, act May 22, 1935, ch. 135, 49 Stat. 286, ex-
cused entrymen from compliance with requirements of
homestead laws as to residence, cultivation, improve-
ments, expenditures or purchase money where absence
was due to economic conditions in 1935.

Section 237d, acts Aug. 19, 1935, ch. 560, 49 Stat. 659;
Mar. 31, 1938, ch. 57, 52 Stat. 149, related to cultivation
requirement for entered lands.

Section 237e, act Apr. 20, 1936, ch. 239, §1, 49 Stat. 1235,
excused entrymen from compliance with requirements
of homestead laws as to residence, cultivation, im-
provements, expenditures or purchase money where ab-
sence was due to economic conditions in 1936.

Section 237f, act July 30, 1956, ch. 778, §1, 70 Stat. 715,
related to absence during 1956 to 1959 due to economic
conditions and protection of rights of entryman.

Section 237g, act July 30, 1956, ch. 778, §2, 70 Stat. 716,
related to homestead or desert land applications on file
as of Mar. 1, 1956, and entries and rights of United
States.

Section 237h, act July 30, 1956, ch. 778, §4, 70 Stat. 716,
set forth lands subject to protection of rights of
entryman.

Section 238, acts Mar. 1, 1921, ch. 102, §1, 41 Stat. 1202;
Apr. 7, 1922, ch. 125, 42 Stat. 492, related to excusing res-
idence and cultivation, etc., requirements for disabled
veterans.

Section 239, R.S. §2308, related to service in Army,
Navy, etc., as equivalent to residence.

Section 240, acts June 16, 1898, ch. 458, 30 Stat. 473;
Aug. 29, 1916, ch. 420, 39 Stat. 671, related to service in
time of war as equivalent to residence and cultivation.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
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§§ 251 to 256b

Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§§ 241, 242. Repealed. Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, arti-
cle V, §503(3), 54 Stat. 1187

Section 241, act July 28, 1917, ch. 44, §1, 40 Stat. 248,
related to residence requirements of entrymen in mili-
tary service during war.

Section 242, act July 28, 1917, ch. 44, §2, 40 Stat. 248,
related to widows and children of entrymen who died in
military service during war.

§§ 243, 243a. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§ 702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 243, act Apr. 7, 1930, ch. 108, 46 Stat. 144, re-
lated to military service in certain Indian wars as
equivalent to residence and cultivation.

Section 243a, act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 198, 47 Stat. 1424, re-
lated to extension of credits for military service in cer-
tain Indian wars to widows and issuance of patents to
minor children on death of mother.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER VI—FINAL PROOF
GENERALLY

§§ 251 to 256b. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 251, act Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 192, 20 Stat. 472; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to notice of intention to make
final proof.

Section 2562, act Mar. 2, 1889, ch. 381, §7, 256 Stat. 855,
related to time of taking testimony for final proof in
case of unavoidable delay.

Section 253, act June 3, 1878, ch. 152, 20 Stat. 91, re-
lated to publication of notice of contest.

Section 254, R.S. §2294; May 26, 1890, ch. 355, 26 Stat.
121; Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 208, 27 Stat. 593; Mar. 11, 1902, ch.
182, 32 Stat. 63; Mar. 4, 1904, ch. 394, 33 Stat. 59; Oct. 28,
1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Feb. 23, 1923, ch. 105, 42
Stat. 1281; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat.
1100; Oct. 17, 1968, Pub. L. 90-578, title IV, §402(b)(2), 82
Stat. 1118, related to officers before whom affidavits or
proofs may be made, perjury, and fees.

Section 255, R.S. §2293; Oct. 6, 1917, ch. 86, 40 Stat. 391;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R.
7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to affidavits taken by com-
manding officer for person in military or naval service.

Section 2566, act Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 149, §1, 37 Stat. 925,
related to election as to law under which final proof
may be made.

Section 256a, acts May 13, 1932, ch. 178, §§1, 2, 47 Stat.
153; June 16, 1933, ch. 99, 48 Stat. 274; July 26, 1935, ch.
419, 49 Stat. 504; June 16, 1937, ch. 361, 50 Stat. 303, re-
lated to extension of time for offering final proof, and
promulgation of rules and regulations.

Section 2566b, act Aug. 27, 1935, ch. 770, 49 Stat. 909, re-
lated to final proof by disabled World War I veterans.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER VII—PAYMENTS AND
REFUNDS

§261. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702,
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section, acts Sept. 30, 1890, No. 59, 26 Stat. 684; Oct.
28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946,
11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to time for payments
and extension of time.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION
Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§262. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, §1, 46 Stat.
1029

Section, act Mar. 2, 1907, ch. 2568, 34 Stat. 1248, pro-
vided for refund of excess payments. See section 1374 of
this title.

§263. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702,
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section, acts June 16, 1880, ch. 244, §§1-4, 21 Stat. 287;
Apr. 18, 1904, No. 25, 33 Stat. 589; 1946 Reorg. Plan No.
3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, re-
lated to cancellation of entries and repayment of fees.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER VIII—ALASKA HOMESTEADS

§270. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VIIL, §703(a),
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section, acts May 14, 1898, ch. 299, §1, 30 Stat. 409;
Mar. 3, 1903, ch. 1002, 32 Stat. 1028; Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 387,
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§1, 37 Stat. 512; Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208;
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No.
3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Apr.
29, 1950, ch. 137, §1, 64 Stat. 94; Aug. 3, 1955, ch. 496, §1,
69 Stat. 444, set forth provisions relating to applica-
bility of homestead laws to Alaska. Section was for-
merly classified to section 371 of Title 48, Territories
and Insular Possessions.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§§270-1 to 270-3. Repealed. Pub. L. 92-203,
§ 18(a), Dec. 18, 1971, 85 Stat. 710

Section 270-1, acts May 17, 1906, ch. 2469, §1, 34 Stat.
197; Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 891, §1(a)-(d), 70 Stat. 954, author-
ized making of homestead allotments to native Indians,
Aleuts, or Eskimos and provided for conveyance of al-
lotted lands. Section was formerly classified to section
3567 of Title 48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

Section 270-2, act May 17, 1906, ch. 2469, §2, as added
Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 891, §1(e), 70 Stat. 954, permitted allot-
ments of land in national forests if land was certified
as chiefly valuable for agricultural or grazing uses.
Section was formerly classified to section 357a of Title
48.

Section 270-3, act May 27, 1906, ch. 2469, §3, as added
Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 891, §1(e), 70 Stat. 954, prohibited mak-
ing of an allotment unless person made satisfactory
proof of substantially continuous use and occupancy of
land for five years. Section was formerly classified to
section 357b of Title 48.

§270-4. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579,
§703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section, acts May 14, 1898, ch. 299, §10, 30 Stat. 413;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114 §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16,
1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to affidavits, and
filing, publishing, and posting proof of claims.

title VII,

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is
effective on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§§270-5 to 270-10. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title
VIL §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section 270-5, act Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 137, §2, 64 Stat. 95,
required filing of notice of location of settlement
claims for public lands in Alaska. Section was formerly
classified to section 371a of Title 48, Territories and In-
sular Possessions.

Section 270-6, act Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 137, §3, 64 Stat. 95,
set forth effects of failure to file notice of settlement
claim. Section was formerly classified to section 371b of
Title 48.



Page 47

Section 270-7, acts Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 137, §4, 64 Stat. 95;
July 11, 1956, ch. 571, §2, 70 Stat. 529, required final or
commutation proof on unsurveyed land as basis for free
survey. Section was formerly classified to section 371c
of Title 48.

Section 270-8, acts July 8, 1916, ch. 228, §1, 39 Stat. 352;
June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40 Stat. 632, set forth the amount
of homestead entries for every qualified person. Section
was formerly classified to section 373 of Title 48.

Section 270-9, acts July 8, 1916, ch. 228, §1, 39 Stat. 352;
June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40 Stat. 632, removed bar of former
entry in any other State or Territory as bar to home-
stead entry in Alaska. Section was formerly classified
to section 374 of Title 48.

Section 270-10, act July 8, 1916, ch. 228, §2, as added
June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40 Stat. 633; amended Oct. 28, 1921,
ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat.
1144; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; July 11, 1956, ch. 571, §1, 70 Stat.
528, set forth requirements for entry on unsurveyed
lands. Section was formerly classified to section 375 of
Title 48.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§270-11. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section, acts Mar. 8, 1922, ch. 96, §1, 42 Stat. 415; Aug.
23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-725, §1, 72 Stat. 730, related to entry
on land containing coal, oil, or gas.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is
effective on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§270-12. Disposal by United States of coal, oil, or
gas deposits reserved to United States; entry,
reentry, etc., on lands for prospecting, min-
ing, and removal

The coal, oil, or gas deposits reserved to the
United States in accordance with the act of
March 8, 1922 (42 Stat. 415; 43 U.S.C. 270-11 et
seq.), as added to by the Act of August 17, 1961
(75 Stat. 384; 43 U.S.C. 270-13), and amended by
the Act of October 3, 1962 (76 Stat. 740; 43 U.S.C.
270-13), shall be subject to disposal by the United
States in accordance with the provisions of the
laws applicable to coal, oil, or gas deposits or
coal, oil, or gas lands in Alaska in force at the
time of such disposal. Any person qualified to
acquire coal, oil, or gas deposits, or the right to
mine or remove the coal or to drill for and re-
move the oil or gas under the laws of the United
States shall have the right at all times to enter
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upon the lands patented under the Act of March
8, 1922, as amended, and in accordance with the
provisions hereof, for the purpose of prospecting
for coal, oil, or gas therein, upon the approval
by the Secretary of the Interior of a bond or un-
dertaking to be filed with him as security for
the payment of all damages to the crops and im-
provements on such lands by reason of such
prospecting. Any person who has acquired from
the United States the coal, oil, or gas deposits
in any such land, or the right to mine, drill for,
or remove the same, may reenter and occupy so
much of the surface thereof incident to the min-
ing and removal of the coal, oil, or gas there-
from, and mine and remove the coal or drill for
and remove oil and gas upon payment of the
damages caused thereby to the owner thereof, or
upon giving a good and sufficient bond or under-
taking in an action instituted in any competent
court to ascertain and fix said damages: Pro-
vided, That the owner under such limited patent
shall have the right to mine the coal for use on
the land for domestic purposes at any time prior
to the disposal by the United States of the coal
deposits: Provided further, That nothing in this
Act shall be construed as authorizing the explo-
ration upon or entry of any coal deposits with-
drawn from such exploration and purchase.

(Mar. 8, 1922, ch. 96, §2, 42 Stat. 416; Pub. L.
856-725, §2, Aug. 23, 1958, 72 Stat. 730; Pub. L.
94-579, title VII, §703(c), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2791.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act of March 8, 1922 and this Act, referred to in text,
is act Mar. 8, 1922, ch. 96, 42 Stat. 415, as amended,
which is classified to sections 270-11 to 270-13 of this
title. The provisions added by the act of Aug. 17, 1961,
and amended by the act of Oct. 3, 1962 were classified
to section 270-13 of this title. Sections 270-11 and 270-13
of this title were repealed by section 703(a) of Pub. L.
94-579. For complete classification of this Act to the
Code, see Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 377 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-579 substituted provisions relating to
disposal by United States of coal, oil, or gas deposits
reserved to the United States, applicability of statu-
tory provisions to such disposal, and entry, reentry,
etc., on lands for prospecting, mining, and removal of
deposits, for provisions relating to patent for land en-
tered under section 270-11 of this title, reservation to
the patented land, disposal of reserved coal, oil, or gas
deposits, and entry, reentry, etc., on lands for
prospecting, mining, and removal of deposits.

1958—Pub. L. 85-725 struck out ‘““‘And provided further,
That nothing herein contained shall be held or con-
strued to authorize the entry or disposition, under sec-
tion 274 of this title, or under Acts amendatory thereof
or supplemental thereto, of withdrawn or classified
coal, oil, or gas lands or of lands valuable for coal, oil,
or gas’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §703(c), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2791, provided that the amendment made by section



§§270-13 to 270-17

703(c) is effective on and after tenth anniversary of date
of approval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as
terminating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., exist-
ing on Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set
out as a note under section 1701 of this title.

§§270-13 to 270-17. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title
VII, § 703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2789

Section 270-13, act Mar. 8, 1922, ch. 96, §3, as added
Aug. 17, 1961, Pub. L. 87-147, 75 Stat. 384; amended Oct.
3, 1962, Pub. L. 87-742, 76 Stat. 740, authorized sale or
other disposition of Alaskan lands containing coal, oil,
or gas deposits. Section was formerly classified to sec-
tion 377a of Title 48, Territories and Insular Posses-
sions.

Section 270-14, act July 8, 1916, ch. 228, §3, formerly
§2, 39 Stat. 352, renumbered June 28, 1918, ch. 110, 40
Stat. 633, excepted certain lands in Alaska from home-
stead entry and settlement. Section was formerly clas-
sified to section 378 of Title 48.

Section 270-15, acts Apr. 13, 1926, ch. 121, §1, 44 Stat.
243; Apr. 29, 1950, ch. 134, §3, 64 Stat. 93, related to
claims and rectangular system of surveys and depar-
ture for local or topographic conditions.

Section 270-16, acts Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat.
208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; Apr. 13, 1926, ch.
121, §2, 44 Stat. 244; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff.
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, related to addi-
tional entries by soldiers.

Section 270-17, act Apr. 13, 1926, ch. 121, §3, 44 Stat.
244, related to disposition of deposit of estimated cost
of work incident to survey, and promulgation of rules
and regulations.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §703(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2789, provided that the repeal made by section 703(a) is
effective on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER IX—SOLDIERS’ AND
SAILORS’ HOMESTEAD

§§271 to 284. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 271, R.S. §2304; Mar. 1, 1901, ch. 674, 31 Stat.
847, related to soldiers and sailors entitled to make
entry.

Section 272, R.S. §2305; Mar. 1, 1901, ch. 674, 31 Stat.
847, Apr. 6, 1922, ch. 122, §1, 42 Stat. 491, related to de-
duction of military and naval service from time re-
quired to perfect title, and rights of widows and chil-
dren of veterans.

Section 272a, acts Feb. 25, 1919, ch. 37, 40 Stat. 1161;
Dec. 28, 1922, ch. 19, 42 Stat. 1067, related to applica-
bility of sections 271 and 272 of this title to military
and naval operations on Mexican border or in World
War I.

Section 273, act Apr. 6, 1922, ch. 122, §1, 42 Stat. 491,
related to veterans receiving compensation for wounds
or disability.

Section 274, R.S. §2306, related to additional entry by
veteran.

Section 275, act Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 208, 27 Stat. 593; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to invalidity of additional entries,
and commutation.
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Section 276, act Aug. 18, 1894, ch. 301, §1, 28 Stat. 397,
related to issuance of additional homestead certifi-
cates.

Section 277, R.S. §2309, related to additional entry by
agent.

Section 278, R.S. §2307; Feb. 25, 1919, ch. 37, 40 Stat.
1161; Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 357, 42 Stat. 990, set forth rights
of veteran’s widow to make entry, and rights of chil-
dren upon her death.

Section 279, acts Sept. 27, 1944, ch. 421, §1, 58 Stat. 747;
June 25, 1946, ch. 474, 60 Stat. 308; May 31, 1947, ch. 88,
§1, 61 Stat. 123; June 18, 1954, ch. 306, §1(a), (b), 68 Stat.
253, set forth preference rights of entry of World War II
or Korean conflict veterans.

Section 280, acts Sept. 27, 1944, ch. 421, §2, 58 Stat. 748;
May 31, 1947, ch. 88, §2, 61 Stat. 123, related to rights of
dependents of World War II or Korean conflict veterans.

Section 281, act Sept. 27, 1944, ch. 421, §3, 58 Stat. 748,
related to death of World War II or Korean conflict vet-
eran as affecting patent rights of minor children.

Section 282, acts Sept. 27, 1944, ch. 421, §4, 58 Stat. 748;
May 31, 1947, ch. 88, §3, 61 Stat. 124; June 18, 1954, ch.
306, §1(c), 68 Stat. 2564, related to rights of World War II
or Korean conflict veteran on revocation of withdrawal
order.

Section 283, acts Sept. 27, 1944, ch. 421, §6, formerly
§5, 58 Stat. 748, renumbered §6, June 3, 1948, ch. 399, 62
Stat. 305, related to promulgation of rules and regula-
tions respecting preference right of entry of World War
IT or Korean conflict veteran.

Section 284, act Sept. 27, 1944, ch. 421, §5, as added
June 3, 1948, ch. 399, 62 Stat. 305, defined ‘‘homestead”
for purposes of preference right of entry of World War
IT or Korean conflict veteran.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER X—STOCK-RAISING
HOMESTEAD

§§291 to 298. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII,
§702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section 291, acts Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §1, 39 Stat. 862;
Feb. 28, 1931, ch. 328, 46 Stat. 1454; June 9, 1933, ch. 53,
48 Stat. 119, related to entry on unappropriated, unre-
served lands, and lands excepted from entry.

Section 292, acts Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §2, 39 Stat. 862;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; June 6, 1924, ch.
274, 43 Stat. 469; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145; 1946
Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876,
60 Stat. 1100, related to designation of lands subject to
entry, and application thereof.

Section 293, acts Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §3, 39 Stat. 863;
Oct. 25, 1918, ch. 195, 40 Stat. 1016, related to persons en-
titled to make entries and effect of entries.

Section 294, acts Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §4, 39 Stat. 863;
Sept. 29, 1919, ch. 63, 41 Stat. 287, related to additional
entries and amount of entry.

Section 295, acts Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §5, 39 Stat. 863;
Sept. 29, 1919, ch. 63, 41 Stat. 287, related to persons en-
titled to make additional entries.

Section 296, act Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §6, 39 Stat. 863, re-
lated to heads of families, etc., and relinquishment or
reconveyance of land.
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Section 297, act Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §7, 39 Stat. 864, re-
lated to applicability of commutation provisions to en-
tries.

Section 298, act Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §8, 39 Stat. 864, set
forth provisions relating to additional entries and pref-
erential rights.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§299. Reservation of coal and mineral rights
(a) General provisions

All entries made and patents issued under the
provisions of this subchapter shall be subject to
and contain a reservation to the United States
of all the coal and other minerals in the lands so
entered and patented, together with the right to
prospect for, mine, and remove the same. The
coal and other mineral deposits in such lands
shall be subject to disposal by the United States
in accordance with the provisions of the coal
and mineral land laws in force at the time of
such disposal. Any person qualified to locate and
enter the coal or other mineral deposits, or hav-
ing the right to mine and remove the same
under the laws of the United States, shall have
the right at all times to enter upon the lands en-
tered or patented, as provided by this sub-
chapter, for the purpose of prospecting for coal
or other mineral therein, provided he shall not
injure, damage, or destroy the permanent im-
provements of the entryman or patentee, and
shall be liable to and shall compensate the
entryman or patentee for all damages to the
crops on such Ilands by reason of such
prospecting. Any person who has acquired from
the United States the coal or other mineral de-
posits in any such land, or the right to mine and
remove the same, may reenter and occupy so
much of the surface thereof as may be required
for all purposes reasonably incident to the min-
ing or removal of the coal or other minerals,
first, upon securing the written consent or waiv-
er of the homestead entryman or patentee; sec-
ond, upon payment of the damages to crops or
other tangible improvements to the owner
thereof, where agreement may be had as to the
amount thereof; or, third, in lieu of either of the
foregoing provisions, upon the execution of a
good and sufficient bond or undertaking to the
United States for the use and benefit of the
entryman or owner of the land, to secure the
payment of such damages to the crops or tan-
gible improvements of the entryman or owner,
as may be determined and fixed in an action
brought upon the bond or undertaking in a court
of competent jurisdiction against the principal
and sureties thereon, such bond or undertaking
to be in form and in accordance with rules and
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regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the
Interior and to be filed with and approved by the
officer designated by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior of the local land office of the district where-
in the land is situate, subject to appeal to the
Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he
may designate: Provided, That all patents issued
for the coal or other mineral deposits herein re-
served shall contain appropriate notations de-
claring them to be subject to the provisions of
this subchapter with reference to the disposi-
tion, occupancy, and use of the land as per-
mitted to an entryman under this subchapter.

(b) Exploration; location of mining claims; no-

tices
(1) In general

(A) Notwithstanding subsection (a) and any
other provision of law to the contrary, after
the effective date of this subsection no person
other than the surface owner may enter lands
subject to this subchapter to explore for, or to
locate, a mining claim on such lands with-
out—

(i) filing a notice of intention to locate a
mining claim pursuant to paragraph (2); and
(ii) providing notice to the surface owner

pursuant to paragraph (3).

(B) Any person who has complied with the
requirements referred to in subparagraph (A)
may, during the authorized exploration period,
in order to locate a mining claim, enter lands
subject to this subchapter to undertake min-
eral activities related to exploration that
cause no more than a minimal disturbance of
surface resources and do not involve the use of
mechanized earthmoving equipment, explo-
sives, the construction of roads, drill pads, or
the use of toxic or hazardous materials.

(C) The authorized exploration period re-
ferred to in subparagraph (B) shall begin 30
days after notice is provided under paragraph
(3) with respect to lands subject to such notice
and shall end with the expiration of the 90-day
period referred to in paragraph (2)(A) or any
extension provided under paragraph (2).

(2) Notice of intention to locate a mining claim

Any person seeking to locate a mining claim
on lands subject to this subchapter in order to
engage in the mineral activities relating to ex-
ploration referred to under paragraph (1)(B)
shall file with the Secretary of the Interior a
notice of intention to locate a claim on the
lands concerned. The notice shall be in such
form as the Secretary shall prescribe. The no-
tice shall contain the name and mailing ad-
dress of the person filing the notice and a legal
description of the lands to which the notice
applies. The legal description shall be based on
the public land survey or on such other de-
scription as is sufficient to permit the Sec-
retary to record the notice on the land status
records of the Secretary. Whenever any person
has filed a notice under this paragraph with
respect to any lands, during the 90-day period
following the date of such filing, or any exten-
sion thereof pursuant to this paragraph, no
other person (including the surface owner)
may—

(A) file such a notice with respect to any
portions of such lands;
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(B) explore for minerals or locate a mining
claim on any portion of such lands; or

(C) file an application to acquire any inter-
est in any portion of such lands pursuant to
section 1719 of this title.

If, within such 90-day period, the person who
filed a notice under this paragraph files a plan
of operations with the Secretary pursuant to
subsection (f), such 90-day period shall be ex-
tended until the approval or disapproval of the
plan by the Secretary pursuant to subsection
().

(3) Notice to surface owner

Any person who has filed a notice of inten-
tion to locate a mining claim under paragraph
(2) for any lands subject to this subchapter
shall provide written notice of such filing, by
registered or certified mail with return re-
ceipt, to the surface owner (as evidenced by
local tax records) of the lands covered by the
notice under paragraph (2). The notice shall be
provided at least 30 days before entering such
lands and shall contain each of the following:

(A) A brief description of the proposed
mineral activities.

(B) A map and legal description of the
lands to be subject to mineral exploration.

(C) The name, address and phone number
of the person managing such activities.

(D) A statement of the dates on which such
activities will take place.

(4) Acreage limitations

The total acreage covered at any time by no-
tices of intention to locate a mining claim
under paragraph (2) filed by any person and by
affiliates of such person may not exceed 6,400
acres of lands subject to this subchapter in
any one State and 1,280 acres of such lands for
a single surface owner. For purposes of this
paragraph, the term ‘‘affiliate’’ means, with
respect to any person, any other person which
controls, is controlled by, or is under common
control with, such person.

(c) Consent

Notwithstanding subsection (a) and any other
provision of law, after the effective date of this
subsection no person may engage in the conduct
of mineral activities (other than those relating
to exploration referred to in subsection
(b)(1)B))! on a mining claim located on lands
subject to this subchapter without the written
consent of the surface owner thereof unless the
Secretary has authorized the conduct of such ac-
tivities under subsection (d).

(d) Authorized mineral activities

The Secretary shall authorize a person to con-
duct mineral activities (other than those relat-
ing to exploration referred to in subsection
(b)(1)(B)) on lands subject to this subchapter
without the consent of the surface owner thereof
if such person complies with the requirements of
subsections (e) and (f).

(e) Bond

(1) Before the Secretary may authorize any
person to conduct mineral activities the Sec-

180 in original. Probably should be subsection **(b)(1)(B))”.
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retary shall require such person to post a bond
or other financial guarantee in an amount to in-
sure the completion of reclamation pursuant to
this subchapter. Such bond or other financial
guarantee shall ensure—

(A) payment to the surface owner, after the
completion of such mineral activities and rec-
lamation, compensation for any permanent
damages to crops and tangible improvements
of the surface owner that resulted from min-
eral activities; and

(B) payment to the surface owner of com-
pensation for any permanent loss of income of
the surface owner due to loss or impairment of
grazing, or other uses of the land by the sur-
face owner to the extent that reclamation re-
quired by the plan of operations would not per-
mit such uses to continue at the level existing
prior to the commencement of mineral activi-
ties.

(2) In determining the bond amount to cover
permanent loss of income under paragraph
(1)(B), the Secretary shall consider, where ap-
propriate, the potential loss of value due to the
estimated permanent reduction in utilization of
the land.

(f) Plan of operations

(1) Before the Secretary may authorize any
person to conduct mineral activities on lands
subject to this subchapter, the Secretary shall
require such person to submit a plan of oper-
ations. Such plan shall include procedures for—

(A) the minimization of damages to crops
and tangible improvements of the surface
owner;

(B) the minimization of disruption to graz-
ing or other uses of the land by the surface
owner; and

(C) payment of a fee for the use of surface
during mineral activities equivalent to the
loss of income to the ranch operation as estab-
lished pursuant to subsection (g).

(2) The Secretary shall provide a copy of the
proposed plan of operations to the surface owner
at least 45 days prior to the date the Secretary
makes a determination as to whether such plan
complies with the requirements of this sub-
section. During such 45-day period the surface
owner may submit comments and recommend
modifications to the proposed plan of operations
to the Secretary.

(3)(A) The Secretary shall, within 60 days of
receipt of the plan, approve the plan of oper-
ations if it complies with the requirements of
this subchapter, including each of the following:

(i) The proposed plan of operations is com-
plete and accurate.

(ii) The person submitting the proposed plan
of operations has demonstrated that all other
applicable Federal and State requirements
have been met.

(B) The Secretary shall notify the person sub-
mitting a plan of operations of any modifica-
tions to such plan required to bring it into com-
pliance with the requirements of this sub-
chapter. If the person submitting the plan
agrees to modify such plan in a manner accept-
able to the Secretary, the Secretary shall ap-
prove the plan as modified. In the event no
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agreement can be reached on the modifications
to the plan which, in the opinion of the Sec-
retary, will bring such plan into compliance
with the requirements of this subchapter, then
the Secretary shall disapprove the plan and no-
tify both the surface owner and the person sub-
mitting the plan of the decision.

(C) The 60-day period referred to in subpara-
graph (A) may be extended by the Secretary
where additional time is required to comply
with other applicable requirements of law.

(D) The Secretary shall suspend or revoke a
plan of operation whenever the Secretary deter-
mines, on the Secretary’s own motion or on a
motion made by the surface owner, that the per-
son conducting mineral activities is in substan-
tial noncompliance with the terms and condi-
tions of an approved plan of operations and has
failed to remedy a violation after notice from
the Secretary within the time required by the
Secretary.

(4) Final approval of a plan of operations
under this subsection shall be conditioned upon
compliance with subsections (e) and (g).

(g) Fee

The fee referred to in subsection (f)(1) shall
be—

(1) paid to the surface owner by the person
submitting the plan of operations;

(2) paid in advance of any mineral activities
or at such other time or times as may be
agreed to by the surface owner and the person
conducting such activities; and

(3) established by the Secretary taking into
account the acreage involved and the degree of
potential disruption to existing surface uses
during mineral activities (including the loss of
income to the surface owner and such surface
owner’s operations due to the loss or impair-
ment of existing surface uses for the duration
of the mineral activities), except that such fee
shall not exceed the fair market value for the
surface of the land.

(h) Reclamation

Lands affected by mineral activities under a
plan of operations approved pursuant to sub-
section (f)(3) shall be reclaimed, to the max-
imum extent practicable, to a condition capable
of supporting the uses to which such lands were
capable of supporting prior to surface disturb-
ance. Reclamation shall proceed as contempora-
neously as practicable with the conduct of min-
eral activities.

(i) State law

(1) Nothing in this subchapter shall be con-
strued as affecting any reclamation, bonding, in-
spection, enforcement, air or water quality
standard or requirement of any State law or reg-
ulation which may be applicable to mineral ac-
tivities on lands subject to this subchapter to
the extent that such law or regulation is not in-
consistent with this title.2

(2) Nothing in this subchapter shall be con-
strued as affecting in any way the right of any
person to enforce or protect, under applicable
law, the interest of such person in water re-
sources affected by mineral activities.

2See References in Text note below.
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() Inspections

Should any surface owner of land subject to
this subchapter have reason to believe that they
are or may be adversely affected by mineral ac-
tivities due to any violation of the terms and
conditions of a plan of operations approved
under subsection (f), such surface owner may re-
quest an inspection of such lands. The Secretary
shall determine within 10 days of the receipt of
the request whether the request states a reason
to believe that a violation exists, except in the
event the surface owner alleges and provides
reason to believe that an imminent danger ex-
ists, the 10-day period shall be waived and the
inspection conducted immediately. When an in-
spection is conducted under this paragraph, the
Secretary shall notify the surface owner and
such surface owner shall be allowed to accom-
pany the inspector on the inspection.

(k) Damages for failure to comply

(1) Whenever the surface owner of any land
subject to this subchapter has suffered any per-
manent damages to crops or tangible improve-
ments of the surface owner, or any permanent
loss of income due to loss or impairment of graz-
ing, or other uses of the land by the surface
owner, if such damages or loss result from—

(A) any mineral activity undertaken with-
out the consent of the surface owner under
subsection (¢) or an authorization by the Sec-
retary under subsection (d); or

(B) the failure of the person conducting min-
eral activities to remedy to the satisfaction of
the Secretary any substantial noncompliance
with the terms and conditions of a plan under
subsection (f);

the surface owner may bring an action in the ap-
propriate United States district court for, and
the court may award, double damages plus costs
for willful misconduct or gross negligence.

(2) The surface owner of any land subject to
this subchapter may also bring an action in the
appropriate United States district court for dou-
ble damages plus costs for willful misconduct or
gross negligence against any person undertaking
any mineral activities on lands subject to this
subchapter in violation of any requirement of
subsection (b).

(3) Any double damages plus costs awarded by
the court under this subsection shall be reduced
by the amount of any compensation which the
surface owner has received (or is eligible to re-
ceive) pursuant to the bond or financial guar-
antee required under subsection (e).

(1) Payment of financial guarantee

The surface owner of any land subject to this
subchapter may petition the Secretary for pay-
ment of all or any portion of a bond or other fi-
nancial guarantee required under subsection (e)
as compensation for any permanent damages to
crops and tangible improvements of the surface
owner, or any permanent loss of income due to
loss or impairment of grazing, or other uses of
the land by the surface owner. Pursuant to such
a petition, the Secretary may use such bond or
other guarantee to provide compensation to the
surface owner for such damages and to insure
the required reclamation.
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(m) Bond release

The Secretary shall release the bond or other
financial guarantee required under subsection
(e) upon the successful completion of all require-
ments pursuant to a plan of operations approved
under subsection (f).

(n) Conveyance to surface owner

The Secretary shall take such actions as may
be necessary to simplify the procedures which
must be complied with by surface owners of
lands subject to this subchapter who apply to
the Secretary to obtain title to interests in such
lands owned by the United States.

(0) Definitions

For the purposes of subsections (b) through
(n)—

(1) The term ‘‘mineral activities’ means any
activity for, related to or incidental to min-
eral exploration, mining, and beneficiation ac-
tivities for any locatable mineral on a mining
claim. When used with respect to this term—

(A) the term ‘‘exploration’” means those
techniques employed to locate the presence
of a locatable mineral deposit and to estab-
lish its nature, position, size, shape, grade
and value;

(B) the term ‘‘mining’”’ means the proc-
esses employed for the extraction of a
locatable mineral from the earth; and

(C) the term ‘‘beneficiation” means the
crushing and grinding of locatable mineral
ore and such processes are employed to free
the mineral from the other constituents, in-
cluding but not necessarily limited to, phys-
ical and chemical separation techniques.

(2) The term ‘“‘mining claim’ means a claim
located under the general mining laws of the
United States (which generally comprise 30
U.S.C. chapters 2, 12A, and 16, and sections 161
and 162) subject to the terms and conditions of
subsections (b) through (p) of this section.

(3) The term ‘‘tangible improvements’ in-
cludes agricultural, residential and commer-
cial improvements, including improvements
made by residential subdividers.

(p) Minerals covered

Subsections (b) through (o) of this section
apply only to minerals not subject to disposition
under—

(1) the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181
and following);
(2) the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 [30

U.S.C. 1001 et seq.]; or

(3) the Act of July 31, 1947, commonly known
as the Materials Act of 1947 (30 U.S.C. 601 and
following).

(Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §9, 39 Stat. 864; Oct. 28, 1921,
ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43
Stat. 1145; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100; Pub. L. 103-23,
§1(a), (b), Apr. 16, 1993, 107 Stat. 60, 65.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The effective date of this subsection, referred to in
subsecs. (b)(1)(A) and (c), is the date 180 days after Apr.
16, 1993.
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This title, referred to in subsec. (i)(1), is unidentifi-
able because act Dec. 29, 1916, does not contain titles.

The Mineral Leasing Act, referred to in subsec. (p)(1),
is act Feb. 25, 1920, ch. 85, 41 Stat. 437, as amended,
which is classified generally to chapter 3A (§181 et seq.)
of Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 181 of Title 30 and Tables.

The Geothermal Steam Act of 1970, referred to in sub-
sec. (p)(2), is Pub. L. 91-581, Dec. 24, 1970, 84 Stat. 1566,
as amended, which is classified principally to chapter
23 (§1001 et seq.) of Title 30, Mineral Lands and Mining.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 1001 of Title 30
and Tables.

The Materials Act of 1947, referred to in subsec. (p)(3),
is act July 31, 1947, ch. 406, 61 Stat. 681, as amended,
which is classified generally to subchapter I (§601 et
seq.) of chapter 15 of Title 30, Mineral Lands and Min-
ing. For complete classification of this Act to the Code,
see Short Title note set out under section 601 of Title
30 and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1993—Pub. L. 103-23 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsecs. (b) to
().

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 103-23, §1(c), Apr. 16, 1993, 107 Stat. 65, pro-
vided that: “The amendments made by this Act
[amending this section] shall take effect 180 days after
the date of enactment [Apr. 16, 1993].”

REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 103-23, §1(d), Apr. 16, 1993, 107 Stat. 65, pro-
vided that: ‘“The Secretary of the Interior shall issue
final regulations to implement the amendments made
by this Act [amending this section] not later than the
effective date of this Act [see Effective Date of 1993
Amendment note above]. Failure to promulgate these
regulations by reason of any appeal or judicial review
shall not delay the effective date as specified in para-
graph (c).”

ABOLITION OF OFFICE OF SURVEYOR GENERAL AND
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144, abolished office
of surveyor general and transferred administration of
all activities in charge of surveyors general to Field
Surveying Service under jurisdiction of United States
Supervisor of Surveys.

REPORT TO CONGRESS ON FOREIGN MINERAL INTERESTS

Pub. L. 103-23, §2, Apr. 16, 1993, 107 Stat. 65, directed
Secretary of the Interior to submit report to Congress
within 2 years after Apr. 16, 1993, on acquisition of min-
eral interests made after such date by foreign firms on
lands subject to this section.

Executive Documents

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

Words ‘‘officer designated by the Secretary of the In-
terior”’ substituted for ‘‘register’ and ‘‘Secretary of the
Interior or such officer as he may designate’” sub-
stituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the General Land Office”
on authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946.
See note set out under section 1 of this title.
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§300. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, § 704(a),
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2792

Section, acts Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §10, 39 Stat. 865; Jan.
29, 1929, ch. 114, 45 Stat. 1144, set forth provisions au-
thorizing reservation of land containing water holes.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2792, provided that the repeal made by section 704(a) is
effective on and after Oct. 21, 1976.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

§301. Rules and regulations

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
make all necessary rules and regulations in har-
mony with the provisions and purposes of this
subchapter for the purpose of carrying the same
into effect.

(Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, §11, 39 Stat. 865.)

§302. Repealed. Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702,
Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2787

Section, act Mar. 4, 1923, ch. 245, §2, 42 Stat. 1445, re-
lated to additional entries, and lands in national for-
ests.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §702, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, provided that the repeal made by section 702 is ef-
fective on and after Oct. 21, 1976, except such effective
date to be on and after tenth anniversary of date of ap-
proval of this Act, Oct. 21, 1976, insofar as homestead
laws apply to public lands in Alaska.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Repeal by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as termi-
nating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., existing on
Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set out as
a note under section 1701 of this title.

CHAPTER 8—TIMBER AND STONE LANDS

§§311 to 313. Repealed. Aug. 1, 1955, ch. 448, 69
Stat. 434

Section 311, acts June 3, 1878, ch. 151, §1, 20 Stat. 89;
Aug. 4, 1892, ch. 375, §2, 27 Stat. 348; May 18, 1898, ch.
344, §1, 30 Stat. 418, authorized sale of public lands valu-
able chiefly for timber or stone.

Section 312, acts June 3, 1878, ch. 151, §2, 20 Stat. 89;
Oct. 28, 1921, ch. 114, §1, 42 Stat. 208; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462,
43 Stat. 1145, provided for applications for purchase of
timber and stone lands.

Section 313, act June 3, 1878, ch. 151, §3, 20 Stat. 90,
provided for publication of applications to purchase
timber and stone lands, patent and entry.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EXISTING RIGHTS AND CLAIMS

Act Aug. 1, 1955, ch. 448, 69 Stat. 434, provided that the
repeal of sections 311 to 313 is subject to valid existing
rights and claims.
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CHAPTER 8A—GRAZING LANDS
SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY

Sec.

315. Grazing districts; establishment; restrictions;
prior rights; rights-of-way; hearing and no-
tice; hunting or fishing rights.

315a. Protection, administration, regulation, and
improvement of districts; rules and regula-
tions; study of erosion and flood control; of-
fenses.

315b. Grazing permits; fees; vested water rights;
permits not to create right in land.

315¢c. Fences, wells, reservoirs, and other improve-
ments; construction; permits; partition
fences.

315d. Grazing stock for domestic purposes; use of
natural resources.

315e. Rights of way; development of mineral re-
sources.

315f. Homestead entry within district or with-

drawn lands; classification; preferences.
315g, 3156g-1. Repealed.

315h. Cooperation with associations, land officials,
and agencies engaged in conservation or
propagation of wildlife; local hearings on
appeals; acceptance and use of contribu-
tions.

315i. Disposition of moneys received; availability
for improvements.

315j. Appropriation of moneys received; applica-
tion of public-land laws to Indian ceded
lands; application for mineral title to lands.

315Kk. Cooperation with governmental departments;
coordination of range administration.

3151. Lands under national-forest administration.

315m. Lease of isolated or disconnected tracts for
grazing; preferences.

316m-1. Lease of State, county, or privately owned
lands; period of lease; rental.

316m-2. Administration of leased lands.

3156m-3. Availability of contributions received.

316m-4. Disposition of receipts; availability for leas-
ing of land.

315n. State police power not abridged.

3150. Repealed.

3150-1. Board of grazing district advisers; composi-
tion; meetings; duties.

3150-2. Animals and equipment for field employees.

315p. Repealed.

315q. Withdrawal of lands for war or national de-
fense purposes; payment for cancellation of
permits or licenses.

315r. Rental payments in advance in case of with-
drawal of lands for war or national defense
purposes.

SUBCHAPTER II—ALASKA

316. Declaration of policy.

316a. Definitions.

316b. Grazing districts.

316¢. Alteration of grazing districts.

316d. Notice of establishment and alteration of
grazing district; hearings.

316e. Preferences.

316f. Terms and conditions of lease.

316g. Grazing fees.

316h. Dispositions of receipts.

316i. Assignment of leases.

316j. Improvements to leasehold.

316k. Penalties.

3161. Stock driveways and free grazing.

316m. Hearing and appeals.

316n. Administration.

3160. Laws applicable.

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERALLY
§315. Grazing districts; establishment; restric-
tions; prior rights; rights-of-way; hearing and
notice; hunting or fishing rights

In order to promote the highest use of the pub-
lic lands pending its final disposal, the Sec-
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retary of the Interior is authorized, in his dis-
cretion, by order to establish grazing districts or
additions thereto and/or to modify the bound-
aries thereof, of vacant, unappropriated, and un-
reserved lands from any part of the public do-
main of the United States (exclusive of Alaska),
which are not in national forests, national parks
and monuments, Indian reservations, revested
Oregon and California Railroad grant lands, or
revested Coos Bay Wagon Road grant lands, and
which in his opinion are chiefly valuable for
grazing and raising forage crops: Provided, That
no lands withdrawn or reserved for any other
purpose shall be included in any such district
except with the approval of the head of the de-
partment having jurisdiction thereof. Nothing
in this subchapter shall be construed in any way
to diminish, restrict, or impair any right which
has been heretofore or may be hereafter initi-
ated under existing law validly affecting the
public lands, and which is maintained pursuant
to such law except as otherwise expressly pro-
vided in this subchapter nor to affect any land
heretofore or hereafter surveyed which, except
for the provisions of this subchapter, would be a
part of any grant to any State, nor as limiting
or restricting the power or authority of any
State as to matters within its jurisdiction.
Whenever any grazing district is established
pursuant to this subchapter, the Secretary shall
grant to owners of land adjacent to such dis-
trict, upon application of any such owner, such
rights-of-way over the lands included in such
district for stock-driving purposes as may be
necessary for the convenient access by any such
owner to marketing facilities or to lands not
within such district owned by such person or
upon which such person has stock-grazing
rights. Neither this subchapter nor the Act of
December 29, 1916 (39 Stat. 862; U.S.C., title 43,
secs. 291 and following), commonly known as the
““Stock Raising Homestead Act’’, shall be con-
strued as limiting the authority or policy of
Congress or the President to include in national
forests public lands of the character described in
section 4711 of title 16, for the purposes set forth
in section 475 of title 16, or such other purposes
as Congress may specify. Before grazing dis-
tricts are created in any State as herein pro-
vided, a hearing shall be held in the State, after
public notice thereof shall have been given, at
such location convenient for the attendance of
State officials, and the settlers, residents, and
livestock owners of the vicinity, as may be de-
termined by the Secretary of the Interior. No
such district shall be established until the expi-
ration of ninety days after such notice shall
have been given, nor until twenty days after
such hearing shall be held: Provided, however,
That the publication of such notice shall have
the effect of withdrawing all public lands within
the exterior boundary of such proposed grazing
districts from all forms of entry of settlement.
Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed as
in any way altering or restricting the right to
hunt or fish within a grazing district in accord-
ance with the laws of the United States or of
any State, or as vesting in any permittee any

1See References in Text note below.
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right whatsoever to interfere with hunting or
fishing within a grazing district.

(June 28, 1934, ch. 865, §1, 48 Stat. 1269; June 26,
1936, ch. 842, title I, §1, 49 Stat. 1976; May 28,
1954, ch. 243, §2, 68 Stat. 151.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Stock Raising Homestead Act, referred to in
text, is act Dec. 29, 1916, ch. 9, 39 Stat. 862, as amended,
which was classified generally to subchapter X (§291 et
seq.) of chapter 7 of this title and was repealed by Pub.
L. 94579, title VII, §§702, 704(a), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat.
2787, 2792, except for sections 9 and 11 which are classi-
fied to sections 299 and 301, respectively, of this title.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 291 of this title
and Tables.

Section 471 of title 16, referred to in text, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 94-579, title VII, §704(a), Oct. 21, 1976,
90 Stat. 2792.

AMENDMENTS

1954—Act May 28, 1954, struck out of first sentence
provision limiting to one hundred and forty-two mil-
lion acres the area which might be included in grazing
districts.

1936—Act June 26, 1936, increased acreage which could
be included in grazing districts from 80 million to 142
million acres.

SHORT TITLE

Act June 28, 1934, which enacted this subchapter, is
popularly known as the ‘“‘Taylor Grazing Act’.

§315a. Protection, administration, regulation,
and improvement of districts; rules and regu-
lations; study of erosion and flood control; of-
fenses

The Secretary of the Interior shall make pro-
vision for the protection, administration, regu-
lation, and improvement of such grazing dis-
tricts as may be created under the authority of
section 315 of this title, and he shall make such
rules and regulations and establish such service,
enter into such cooperative agreements, and do
any and all things necessary to accomplish the
purposes of this subchapter and to insure the ob-
jects of such grazing districts, namely, to regu-
late their occupancy and use, to preserve the
land and its resources from destruction or un-
necessary injury, to provide for the orderly use,
improvement, and development of the range;
and the Secretary of the Interior is authorized
to continue the study of erosion and flood con-
trol and to perform such work as may be nec-
essary amply to protect and rehabilitate the
areas subject to the provisions of this sub-
chapter, through such funds as may be made
available for that purpose, and any willful viola-
tion of the provisions of this subchapter or of
such rules and regulations thereunder after ac-
tual notice thereof shall be punishable by a fine
of not more than $500.

(June 28, 1934, ch. 865, §2, 48 Stat. 1270.)

§ 315b. Grazing permits; fees; vested water rights;
permits not to create right in land

The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
issue or cause to be issued permits to graze live-
stock on such grazing districts to such bona fide
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settlers, residents, and other stock owners as
under his rules and regulations are entitled to
participate in the use of the range, upon the
payment annually of reasonable fees in each
case to be fixed or determined from time to time
in accordance with governing law. Grazing per-
mits shall be issued only to citizens of the
United States or to those who have filed the
necessary declarations of intention to become
such, as required by the naturalization laws, and
to groups, associations, or corporations author-
ized to conduct business under the laws of the
State in which the grazing district is located.
Preference shall be given in the issuance of graz-
ing permits to those within or near a district
who are landowners engaged in the livestock
business, bona fide occupants or settlers, or
owners of water or water rights, as may be nec-
essary to permit the proper use of lands, water
or water rights owned, occupied, or leased by
them, except that until July 1, 1935, no pref-
erence shall be given in the issuance of such per-
mits to any such owner, occupant, or settler,
whose rights were acquired between January 1,
1934, and December 31, 1934, both dates, inclu-
sive, except that no permittee complying with
the rules and regulations laid down by the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall be denied the re-
newal of such permit, if such denial will impair
the value of the grazing unit of the permittee,
when such unit is pledged as security for any
bona fide loan. Such permits shall be for a pe-
riod of not more than ten years, subject to the
preference right of the permittees to renewal in
the discretion of the Secretary of the Interior,
who shall specify from time to time numbers of
stock and seasons of use. During periods of
range depletion due to severe drought or other
natural causes, or in case of a general epidemic
of disease, during the life of the permit, the Sec-
retary of the Interior is authorized, in his dis-
cretion to remit, reduce, refund in whole or in
part, or authorize postponement of payment of
grazing fees for such depletion period so long as
the emergency exists: Provided further, That
nothing in this subchapter shall be construed or
administered in any way to diminish or impair
any right to the possession and use of water for
mining, agriculture, manufacture, or other pur-
poses which has heretofore vested or accrued
under existing law validly affecting the public
lands or which may be hereafter initiated or ac-
quired and maintained in accordance with such
law. So far as consistent with the purposes and
provisions of this subchapter, grazing privileges
recognized and acknowledged shall be ade-
quately safeguarded, but the creation of a graz-
ing district or the issuance of a permit pursuant
to the provisions of this subchapter shall not
create any right, title, interest, or estate in or
to the lands.

(June 28, 1934, ch. 865, §3, 48 Stat. 1270; Aug. 6,
1947, ch. 507, §1, 61 Stat. 790; Pub. L. 94-579, title
IV, §401(b)(3), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2773.)

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

1976—Pub. L. 94-579 substituted provisions author-
izing fees to be fixed in accordance with governing law,
for provisions authorizing fees to take into account
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public benefits to users of grazing districts over and
above benefits accruing to users of forage resources and
provisions requiring fees to consist of a grazing fee and
a range-improvement fee.

1947—Act Aug. 6, 1947, provided for method to be used
by Secretary of the Interior in fixing amount of grazing
fees and by assessing a separate grazing fee and a
range-improvement fee.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
SAVINGS PROVISION

Amendment by Pub. L. 94-579 not to be construed as
terminating any valid lease, permit, patent, etc., exist-
ing on Oct. 21, 1976, see section 701 of Pub. L. 94-579, set
out as a note under section 1701 of this title.

§315c. Fences, wells, reservoirs, and other im-
provements; construction; permits; partition
fences

Fences, wells, reservoirs, and other improve-
ments necessary to the care and management of
the permitted livestock may be constructed on
the public lands within such grazing districts
under permit issued by the authority of the Sec-
retary, or under such cooperative arrangement
as the Secretary may approve. Permittees shall
be required by the Secretary of the Interior to
comply with the provisions of law of the State
within which the grazing district is located with
respect to the cost and maintenance of partition
fences. No permit shall be issued which shall en-
title the permittee to the use of such improve-
ments constructed and owned by a prior occu-
pant until the applicant has paid to such prior
occupant the reasonable value of such improve-
ments to be determined under rules and regula-
tions of the Secretary of the Interior. The deci-
sion of the Secretary in such cases is to be final
and conclusive.

(June 28, 1934, ch. 865, §4, 48 Stat. 1271.)

§315d. Grazing stock for domestic purposes; use
of natural resources

The Secretary of the Interior shall permit,
under regulations to be prescribed by him, the
free grazing within such districts of livestock
kept for domestic purposes; and provided that so
far as authorized by existing law or laws herein-
after enacted, nothing contained in this sub-
chapter shall prevent the use of timber, stone,
gravel, clay, coal, and other deposits by miners,
prospectors for mineral, bona fide settlers and
residents, for firewood, fencing, buildings